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ADVERTISEMENTr 

IT is neceflary to inform the tcader, 
that the following Remarki are a 
fmall part of a work lately given to the 
public, wherein occafion is incidentally 
taken to exhibit fome inftances of the 
manner in which Milton's charafter has 
been treated by fome of his former bio- 
graphers and others. About the lime 
that fpecimen was clofed Dr. Johnfon's 
New Narrative was thrown in the way 
of the editors, and could not be over- 
looked without levying foriiQ <ii[ tl^^^iiore 
candid and cajxitile 'judges of ^Milton's 
profe-writings to fuftet'/liv.. the* illiberal 
reflexions of qer^uii-.(][kT^ps> well- 
A 2 meaning) 
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meaning) men, who may be led to think 
that truth, judgment, and impartiality^ 
are fmall matters, when contrafted with 
\yhatDr.Johnfon's admirers ha,ye thought 
fit to call, an inimitable elegance of ftilc 
and compofition. Our countrymen ar^ 
certainly mterefted, that wrong repre- 
fentations of the charader of fo capital 
a writer as John Milton fhould be cor- 
refted, and properly cenfured; and 
therefore as the work from which the 
following Remarks are extrafted may. 
fall into the hands of very few of the 
numerous readers of Dr. Johnfon's Pre- 
faccs,\ jve^ hppe, ^he public will a^pprove 
of oqV*rciMl1)lilhirfg-^'t&^: ftridures on 
the Dodofs^^jictjiiufeffejof Miltoa, in a 
form toS.<Jfiidfi:ixi^Jje had an eafier and 
more general accefs, ""^^ 

We 
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We have only to add, that it has been 
thought convenient to fubjoin to thefe 
Remarks, new and accurate editions of 
two of MiIton*s profe trafts ; viz. his 
Letter to Mr. Samuel Hartlib on Edu- 
cation, and his Areopagitica* The firft 
Was grown fcarce, being omitted in fome 
'editions, both of the author's profe and 
poetical works; but highly worthy to 
be preferved as prefcribing a courfe of 
difcipline, which, though out of falhioa 
in thefe times, affords many ufeful leflbns 
to thofe who may have abilities and cou- 
rage enough to adopt fome of thofe im* 
provements, of .which the. a.iopcs of 
learned education In prefect praftice are 
confeffedly fufcepdbki ' J : .. t ^^ 

.-a . ^ The 



[ v» ] 

The other will of courfe recommend 
itfelf to all advocates for the liberty of 
the prefs, and moreover may, in half 
an hour's reading, entertain fome part of 
the public tvidi a contraft between the 
magnanimity of Milton, in facmg a for- 
midable enemy, and Dr. Johnfon*s fee- 
faw meditations, the fliifty wiles of a 
man oetween two fires, who neither dares 
fight nor run away, Thefe two tradts 
are publilhed from the firfl editions. 
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REMARKS 

• ON 

Johnson's Life of Milton. 

WE were h, hope that we .had done 

with Milton's Biographers; and hadjittle 

i^refight that fo accompliihed an artificer 

B of 
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ef language would have condefcended 
to bring up the rear pf his hiftorians* 

But it was .not for the reputation of 
Dr.Johnfon's politfof that Milton ihould 
be abufcd;for liis .principles of Liberty 
by a lefs eminent, hand than his own. 
.The minute fharlcrs, or^/^a;;.^ declam- 
ers againfl: the fentiments and didion of 
Milr^on's profe-works, had ceafed to be 
regarded, till the^ maxims of fomc of- 
thofe who pay Dr^ Johnfon^s quarterages 
had occafioned an inquiry into the ge- 
nuine principles of tfie Eilglifli Govern- 
ment, wh^n the wrUSrtgs of Milton, Syd- 
ney^ Locke,. &C, wl^kh the mbileratioQ, 
«f the laft teign had left m fome degree' 
<tf ti^gl^, were 'acftfc takm down- from 
tile it^'Ve^ whc:re tbey . had fo long re- 

poftd;,' td confront the do&rines wWcIh 

'\ it 
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^ It had'l^feil preftimeai would neveVftiort 
^^Mt i!ttc( fkfbion. 

• N6f?fa4 cohtributed more to rellof^ 
tRfe efteem and credit of thcfe noble ^a- 
tribti-^ Workers tftatt tHe late ever-td-be- 
hbrio&r^d ^if . tloMb, of whole beautiftfl 
and-a(k:iifate' editions of S)^hey's.Dif* 
^ftrfeii, *f L^cki erf Gbv^rritatrit and 
tToTertttion; attd^of Tolahd's Liffof Mil- 
ibrt/ We have fpokeil 1-ar^ely -fii a¥iothet 

• — Dr.^Jdhnfon'j peace of irriAd r^qtirdd 
that this reeovei^g t'ifte of the pi>blie 

, -ffidiifd' not ripdi' into appetite, particu- 
4grly for Milton'-s works, wiiofe reputa- 
tion he had formerly taken fo-miKh ele- 
.gant paifts to depreciate. The fburce of 
3iis difaffedion toMiltoh's principles czh 
Bz be 
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htrXio fecret to thofe who have been con* 
verfant in the controvef fies of the times* 
Dr. Johnfon^s early and well-known at- 
tachipents will fufficiently account for its 
and poiterity will be at no lofs to deter- 
mine whether our biographer's veneration 
Vas paid to the White Ro/e or the Red *v^ 

But Dr. Johnfon^s particular malevo^ 
lence to Milton may not be fo well 
kn^jjwni or pbflibly forgot; we Ihall 
therefore give a Ihort account of its pro* 
grefs^ from its firfl: appearance to its cofl- 
furiimation in this Life of Milton* 

In the year 17471 one William Lauder 
fent to the Gentleman's Magazine fome 
lunts of l^lilton^s plagiarifm, in pillaging 
certain modern writers for the materials 
of his poem, intituled, Pdrailfetojli 
* See Preface to Milton, p. a, 

Who 
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. Who WiiHam Lauder was^ what was < 
his charafter^ and of what ftamp his m6>^ 
xal and political principles^ may be learor 
ed from a pamphlet^ hiitituledy furius> 
printed for Carpento^i^ in Fleet-ftrect, 
without a date; but^ as evijtently ap* 
pe^rs ,by the Remartai at the end of iV 
pubiilhed foon after Layder^s appearance 
in the Gentleman s Maga^i^e^ with his 
faqaous difcoverietf. , 
^ Con^ehial politics crtate connexions 
between men in whofe abilities there is 
great djfparity, Buchanan's principles, 
, in hisjdialogu^^ DejureRegm apud S<oiosi 
.^^efe equally detcfted by tKe noted Tlio- 
mas Ruddi.man and William Lauder. 
flESi^^Laudefr's malignity could never pre-i 
vail with the- ingenuous kuddiman to 
B q * detraft 
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detnwjl fioifx Bucb»m's poetical m^r,, 
in (?ompli^€.fj with Lavdor's. furious zeaF 

of Cfevi4's Pfalms, tQwIi^h LaiadSrgaVAi 
t|ie pypferen^e. 

la hk alliance Y^ith Pr.JphBfo»,,fce- 
xpenK4 by their mutuftl awipatjiy tioj 
MUtQu's piiDciples Qf cwil aod icHgioB** 
gQVefijpayei^t, he fppn4 * paternal indulr 
gence of his fplenetic,«jjiflpfcpfitjf,, , 
' ItAikcp. was ^ Whig>. ^nd; cli^efpre 

the tiipe carpe tfeaj. I^apder^s ftn^^^urfi^ 'm 
the Gpntleraan^s ^^agazji^e, had: fwdie4' 
intp tl}e fize of a painphleeof i6q pag^, 
it was ulljered ipfo jiftibiic by a. fXthc^^ 
and finiihed by a poftfcript^ from tftc il4 
luflrious hand of .Dr, Samufil JohjDfoni 

On 



Oh occafius ^- thefe head and tail- 
.^l&eestke lng<^l«tos Dfy tX^tgias, tt)« 

; Mt: *th to^ feeitep^d, nay, ^\9exp*ife9, 
, . •« that the elegant ahd liennbijs i^riter, 

:P» #hofe juAcloiA fentittietits inii irfifeii. 

:f« tiilJte'ffik'p«adt imt the; aathWof ijaat 

Vlj*' dl?r'* • i^fac6 aftd Pdllfcript,. wHl' ri6 
''.i&ikgst aHow^ (^1^ to- ^/wff/ff hrmfe^'wHh 
•« i5» patBefSy' Wh<> appears fof littfe' t6 
•» have deffitved hi* afflftance j' *A aiSif- 
•^taiicewhkh, I^atri perfuadedV vwJiild 
^ never Kafve befeta cGtarbttiaieaWd, had 
*• tKetfe becb t&''fea!fl!fuf|)lciott 6f tfeofe 
•^ fefts' whicJi l-likte-lieen the iiiftruhient 

. •^ of cteve>iH^itatH^ world *.^ 

* MHton Yiiidlc»bed'~fif9in thfe charge of fla- 
.gbtr^yM:. by John Deu^Jos^ M.- A» fbr^lUr 

lar,ijsi;p.72.... ,. ,. , .,,., 

B^4 . . Xliis 
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.^- This favouf able ptt&imptm ivwr ill* 
fdimd^d and prematuir^ It dppeaf^<l- ' 
ftftfcrwai;4s; by the cQitjfj^ft ofILa^lderl^: 
himfelf, that ** in Johnfon's friendlhij^ 
f* he placed the moil i^^plki( a&d unlif j. 
«• riiited con&ience */* • ; ; i .y 

. Dn Jobnfon had £iid for kis friendy at ^ : 
th^ end of the EJay, tha« ^f Lauder'^ 4l!Sil - 
"tiv#s weipe, a ftrift regard to tru^lV 
^* alohe^ Sec and none of them talfe^'r 
"•^ from any difference of country, or of 
^ fentknents tn potitical or religibik 
«* matters +/* This Lapdcr,'in his p^i* 
}>htet of i754> exprefsky cootradi^ed) 
land avowed ihoiiTesi^ party and ptcmkr 
ilitated decepti^n^* .Here the caU^p^E^i 

'^ KiisgCfaarl^ L vindicaXed, p- J^ 4. 

t Efljay, p, 163. 

t King Charles f .* irifwlteatcdfrortu the charge 
.^f. Piagiariihi, brought agaioft l»m l^y MMtoil« 
TrmtedforOweni x7S4y p. ^i» . 

out 
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out t>f the bag. It wasrnp«v n(^ori>us^ 
thdt the fabk had been wrerted. Thft 
LdOXk roared in the Ais's Skin ; and if thf 
Lion had not the whole aSnine pknconvf 
municated to hixx^ i priori, Lauder's con^ 
fidence in his fciendjoh^oiiwas neithei 
implicit nor unlimited.^ ^ 

Dr.Johafon^ bdeed, // U to heftj^&^ 
took upon hh^ the patrooage of Lauder'^ 
projed from the beginning ; and y^v% 
Ills part in the controverfy ret^Uec^ in 
the Gentleman's Maga2we for the, yeat 
1747. ThereisatleaftaniGH DE6&EB 

OF PREFOLLEKT FROSABILITY^ that tho 

Letter in that Magazine for the month 
ofAugufi^ page 363^ 3^4^ iigned wil« 
|.iAM.LAup£it^ came from the amicable 
h^d of Mr. Sapiu^^oIuuQn. ,. 
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der's peiiheHtiaJ kttcr * to dbir^Ifcugfas^ 
toiieaiiringt a Atfl and fre^ confcffion of 
bis Fogwcry : tl« merh o^ wMck wa^ fo^ 
t^y orerArdwn^bf a ccwtf ^iftdry pofl^ 
feriptf whiehif tluTs aectotinted for by 
Lauder himfelf, after informicghisrea-*' 
d€fs> that ki* cbnfidcwria} frienrf advifed 
an uttrefenjei, dtfelofufe bf -Ms Jmpol^ 
t»re* 

•^ WiA tlris-expedlcnt^^'fiys Eaudwi 
^ Ivtheq cit«atftiMj£. complied, «^^» /ife# 
^'.gintknian tffrdte f^r me^ tha^ letter tBcA 
^ was pubUPed in^my- nametb-MKDot^^ 
^i ias'^ in-wMcb he commkted one error 
•^ that .pfioyal feted to .m^, and at -the 
♦^'fittwetitti^lngtiw For 
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^ terpolated^. be gave upiiie w](oiti d^i]i» 

^ pirefeat^U^j and therelbM impeilbcit 
** more grievoufty on fee^uI^Kat^aii 4 
^ ba^ dcme ^ ^ that tpo in temur^mucfo^ 
'^ mcore fubmifflfe and aj^jaft/ diati thtf 
^nature of the Qfehcerequar«dt^-^ • 

The amanueii&ihei^e: gain^c^two cod^ 
fiderable points. i^^It was ac ^hiS' <^ 
tidvi to xnentioQ w^ nottiie d|ffiAanti$ that 
Lauder had. in oomipofing ld% eflkjr ;: an4i 
confequentl^i to coooea^ in iiiiafi.d^r^e 
the fimi^ wi^ caminunidatdd ti» hin» 
from the < hbgipmngo. 2*. He e|f&&iuil3^ 
anfwered l^.Doi^»^<dxpe^ttaa^ iwho 

• * Vindic«Mfa^p#Ki|igCb«riw(-I^^p.4r v> ' 
:' ' would 



Vpuld, oatiiriUy conclude th^it rLaudet 
liad no accomplices in his rViU^ny^ ex,«< 
tcpt the jefiuts. 

. But they .who read I^aiider's cppiplaints 

pf this confidential friend in th^ pamphlet 

jVift quoted^ muft fuperaboiuvd both in 

feiith and charity, if they qaij ;beiieve 

^^t the: conipofer of the lett;er to Mr. 

Dou^as was unconfcious of Ladder's 

forgery, previpufly ta Dr. Douglas's de- 

l;edtion of it. , ^., 

: A poftfcript to a fecond edition of Dr. 

Poyglas's Findicathn, xlf^ted May 17, 

1756, fbiihedthe cwtroverfy. Lauder 

Wfts. difgraced with the public, and dif- 

carded by his asnanuenfi^i who turned a 

^ deaf par to ^1 his reproaches, and aban-i 

doqe4 hip Jta his fat;e^ w^ a^cool pbilo* ' 

^, .; . fophical 
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^hical agatlijr, void of alt^nAittpn tti 
fliarc'^wjth him the blMihjuig^ hoijouri 
hiqifelf had fogencrpuflycontribut^to 
thicken upon Lauder's devoted head^ -. 
The effeds t)f his journey-work, , i4 
defaming J\lilt6n>. helng^ thys difappoint^ 
edVyth6 laudable diligence of Dr.Doyg^ 
las, and the unmanageable petulance of 
Louder, common prudence fuggeft^sd to 
our biographer the expedience of fup- 
prefling his Impatii^ce for' another pp* 
portunity of ie&ning the public vene^ 
ration for Milton's merit* According^ 
he laid by his projeft for about two yeart, 
when he might reaibn^ibly hope his mar 
noeuvresi uqder ^he hide' of Lauder^ 
would be forgotteii. Or laid afleep by V 
fucetflioridf^at Vafi%pf fe4^ 

^- \ ■• which 



<^'fe^ifeki?f ^V^g-i .Mfeafe^ Wmlferf 
ifrorft' fiH qtiareridrie, 'ifod ai)^*!^ 'iil 
viH'e^t%^ta*y-'!tfe^^ihe*fo? rhat' ifttinth, 
:B*6it3fe^ fettfitb'' the .p\Aiic Kk poet^' 
-CitL'*^-;ttrEi^fi(i{)aWidrfai^ofwWhyiavd 

■: ^i ifit^y ptdfiBiu, • iTfiSs'U-Matlie.fayi 

-'if' f liaVe'ft'efe' eihibittrf^4iiv'e,< ih m4ft5^ 
•*' mflafe'e's'^ftrCrtig ]^lr^£fdices-a^iirft mci 
»*'f Re^ frieft'dS^'iifMikGti viH vk>i yieia , 
**■"& Shakef[>cfat-e the -fupefidrity df ge- ! 
•**TmusV Wfficfr, i thihl^i lie^ on the MA i 
*«'fe1rSirakfeliifeare;' 'Both of'thtfm havt j 
^tM^' jeSi^thefkulfeofShakefpearA j 
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*« were thofQ of Genius; thofe crfMili:^. 
" of the MAN OF .GZNiif&* .Tbe.fg^mir 

•*^ better oi jud^jnoft-;, tbe-'^tjgg f?iW?> 
*** Atf 6z/ ^ettii^iie betf^ 
• *\ Sbakje%^;ff ^s ./aulr^ were tbo(e ',9f . ^; 
great, p^f^il 'xl^k,^i;Ti^\xqii,qi^^^^ 
\pcdmttx ;,;\|^^^Sbf4ffpea3>fe.ls.^^tfr^^ 
■** A/^ ke'i$.Xo.j(}:^wfitdy>fo^ .)tbat he is; 
^i ^mjmttft]?le .jp^.h^s, bl?rpijbfis zH mhia^ 
-^f . :bea»tiej^ ^ ^c^un& ^f f Mjhjoa fcctray , 

..TUiis %r^ Pr*;^hn$3C?s; extfibUioa;^^^ 
Mlton in tbeicale' o^^ p^ycti^ah ixwitjj 
.\y:Juch^ peihapr : ^U the. - hottom^ may 
,^rnpunt ' to . no . , oiore.. thap,, ti^f Mili;oa 
could vioi maks,aji^d4k^y on dimes ppon 

the 
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4rfe rcfp.e *. But tSiis too we leave to cri- 
tics on poetry, 'of whom we fliould re* 
queft 10 explain the difference "between a 
Xienim anda Man of Genius^ and by what ' 
operafion babity m the abftra^, -gets the 
lietter a£ imagination'; remarking bniy 
for burfelVes, that for iht balance-mai^ 
fer to reproach MHton for his pedantry ' 
h certainly ^betrajrmg a ftrange tmcon- 
Ibioufnefs of his own talents, tinlefs ^e 
^fcpends oipon his rdsiderH fagaccty in 
d^criniinating^ great pedant from a little 
one. He is obliged, however, to com- 
jHibte the'hnmiliation t>f Milton, to put 
his profc-worfcs into the fcalc. 

** His theological-quibbles and per- 
f* plexed'fpeculations are daily equalled 
♦ SecCSbbcr'rtctfcr-to'Popc, p. 35.* 

*^ and 
1 
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r^ and excelled by, tie mod abjoQ: en- 
" tKufiafls ; mdi if we confidpr hiip. as a 
^ prQferwriter, iae Ijas neithec^Qkarn- 
'^ ing of a fcholar, nor the xtian^^oss ©f a 
^^ gtolieimnu Thorc is no forc& in his 
f^ reaianing,. no elegance in his %le>:9ivi 
5^ ito t^fte in his-compofitioow" 
. F^ffmptory,, bu£> mit, doaifive i To 
i^ke; litis. govdowii) even. with a moder 
l^te t^y^ it ibauld hai^ beenadded, th^ 
tibie narro^ne/soi Milton's edueatios| pre-r- 
ireiyiodj. not only his- proikieney in the 
flWdy of the. abftrufer fciences,/ but cv^n 
iQ.lhe elemental acquiiitieiis of reading 
w fpelling- .', ' ♦ ' 

. ^^ We are thtrqfofe/V continues tK6 
fllitiic,. " fp confidcr him iii^Oiie fixed 
^ poi^ f^£ iig^t, tl;i^t of-;| great.^oet,, 
v.. * C *^vvith. 



judgement J to have qualified liihi td'wme 
like Milton, muft have got the better of 
HiS imagihdtion ; a confinement of ShaKe- 
fpeare's powers not half ^o poffible as 
that Dr. Johnfon ffiould'turn Whig. 

^* Some may thihk,*' fays theDodtof, 

ill this fame poetical fcale, '•'that Ihave 

Jef^valiied^the eKarafter of Waller; 

tj»jn my own opinion,.! have father 

it.^ " 

fcvtr ma^ ample iamends 
writing Wj 
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•* with t laudable eiwy of rivalliDgi* 
" Ciclipfiing, and excelling, all who at- 
^^ ^cmpted; fublimity of fentimei^it^^and 
•* defcription." 

Could this be a hopeful attempt ia fti 
wretched a writer of profe ? or does the 
critic propofe to entertain his readers 
with a miracle, or only with a paradox? 
Immediately however the critic with- 
draws Milton from this fixed ;^//if of lights 
and places his fublimity of fentiment and 
defcriptian in contraft with Shakefpeare's 
amiable variety ; and concludes, " that 
" Shakefpeare could have wrote like 
" Milton^ but Milton could never have 
^* wnue like Shakefpeare.'* 

Does not the Do£tor here overturn his 
own metaphyfical fyftem? Shakefpcare^s 

judge- 
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jiiflgemenf, to have qualified hihi td'wr&e 
like Milton, mud have got the better of 
\ii% imiJgihation ; a confinement of Shalte- 
fpeare's powers not half fo poflible as 
that Dr. Johnfon fliould turn Whig. 

*^ Some may thihk/' fays theDodfcor, 
in this fame poetical fcale, '•'that Ihave 
^* under-valued' the charafter of Waller; 
" but, in my own opinion,.! have rather 
^ over-rated it.** 

He has however made ample iamends 
For tWs lenity in writing Waller*^ life; 
and it is a very gentle cenfilre pafled 
upon him by the Critical Reviewers *, 
" t^at the Doctor's remarks 6h fome of 
" our beff poets, particularly lililton and 
"Waller,, whofepoli'ticai opinions by no 
* For May, i77,9* 

C 2 ** means 
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** mcOTS coincided with his owiii may be- 
*f thought rather too fevere." 

It was Waller's misfortune (a misfor- 
tune only in the jfcak of Dr. Johnfon) to • 
be born of a mother who was fifter to the 
illuftrious patriot John Hampden, whom . 
the Doi^or qglls the zealot of rebellion, by 
the fame figure of fpeech which repre.- 
fents Chriftopher. Milton, as taught by tke 
law to adhere to king Charles, who vyas 
breaking the law every day by a thou-- 
fand of thofe arbitrary afts and. oppref- 
fions which make up the defcription pf a; 
tyrant. 

It is not eafy to determine which, in 
this character of Hampden, is the more- 
confpicuous, the zeal of the Ipyalift, or 
the manners of the gentleman^ The man 

X talks 
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talks in one place of Milton's brutality. 
We could wifh to have his definition of 
the term, that we may not injure him in 
the Izdoption of it to his own ftyle. 

iSut Milton ovAfj for the prefent, is 
OUT client, and only Milton the profe- 
writei:, who^ in that' character, muft ever 
4>e an eyesore to n^en of Dr. Johnfon^s 
.principles J principles that are at enmity 
with every patron gf public liberty^ and' 
^every pleader for the legal rights of Eng- 
lilhmeo, which, in their originj are nei- 
ther more nor lefs than the natural rights 
^f all mankind. 

Milton, in contending for thefe againft 

the tyrant of the day and his abettors, 

was ferious, energetic, and irrefragable. 

He bore down all the filly flSphifms in 

C 3 favour 
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favour of defpotic power like a torrent^ 
and left his adverfaries nothing to reply;, 
but the rhetoric of Billinjgfjgate, from 
which Lauder, in the end of his pamph- 
let^, intituled^ " King Charles I.^ yindir 
** icatcd, &c.'* has coUcfted a nofeeay of 
the choiceft flowers ; and pity it ,was, 

■ iU\ "■ .' ■ ■ V ' '"^ . .!.•• '. ;' ' 

that he was too early to add his jfriend 

fa'., .rj -• .r'r '• -- - ' c- . ' •. :> ,- 

Johnfon's charadier of Milton the profe- 
writer to the favoury bouquet* 

... "t'i '•!. . < •/ 

When theJDoftor found, on fopie late 
occafions, that his crude abufe and mali- 
cious critlcifms would not bring down 
Milton to the degree of contempt with 
the^public which he had aflignednini 
in thefcale.of profe-writers,; he fell upon 
an expedient which has fometimes fuo- 
c r<5eded 
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c^ied^d ^ particular exigences. In one 
worxl^ lie determined to write his Life. 

There are no men fo excelknt who have 
&ot ibme perfi>nal or cafual defedk in their 
lx>(lily ^rame, ibme aukward peculiarity 
inthcfir manners or cohverfation^ ibme 
fcatidaloifl^ caliinuiy tacked to their pri* 
vate hiftory, or ibme of thofe natural 
failings which diilinguiih human from 
jangelic beings* 

- On the other hand^ few men arfe fo to- 
tally at)andoned and depraved as to have 
fibr^niiimts of gmcfeandgoodnefs, no 
intervals of fobriety^ no touches of regret 
-ft^^eparted innocence^ no fenfe 6T thofe 
generous paffions w^ich animate the wife 
and good to ptaife- worthy a&ions, or 
no natural or acquired abiUties to abate 
C 4 t^« 
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tlie r€fen.ti0€ot of th^ reptJtabie ptibBc, 
andtpiatijw, in'iipm€^!ckgi:w, fdr. their 

. A Rtati of gtniu^ whoh2» lyordsr and 
lyUl t0:i9^Ms . or f aifc. fiiph cilardftcrt 
x/^td^w^}if^ will .cwfidwr -litrie.iaijhis 
o|)iqr«,«i({|»a[ iif<m tltemi^ bt»t .the lisdlrirel 
liad ^ficafions 'ivhidk calirfQr iais.j^rdSEmrt 
mt^rf^r^mee ';; ifibd the. i^fifid m^io kmw 
the artificer will make it iK) 'WQ6dct>tfaat 
4jier$iifQQmtaft mi9 ,i^p!QfcU>gttt'of tjbett^ro-' 
^gdt^ Richard Sftv^ge :&o^ ^tori^Qf 
J^is^pisn to fatyiriz^ i^ '^aliusiiiiaAQ the 
^irt'Uou? Jehn Milto* :-.vi,. - 

♦ f^ The Life of Mtltm;^ %« ©rjofcn- 
'$919^ .V has been aiteaidK wj?itfeca -iiik <fb 
'^^ ipaoy -forim, with fwch BainWc^tniitti- 
•^ fyj .that r might ;pea:iiaps (more tpro- 

*" perly 
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**' p^rly have contented myfelf mA the 
^^ addition af a few aof es t<^ Mr. Feo* 
^^ t<^*s elegant Abridgenftent; but that 4 
" new narrative vwas th^roghl UeG^flSury tQ 
-i^ the uirifownity of this edition t/* 

The ^f^^Hf^ty ^^ '€(^^jEii9^$ tis: coiif^ 
^aetily the ^bookieUer's cate^ and the ne* 
-,qdfe)^ef^;tji^phpUJH&rmity.g«^ arifep 
>€r^>!^:<(^i^of the public;'^ \s4>ich^ 

•aiti^l^ ^t^HU|)^r^f^^mes .exhibited 
ia t^^tit|ergage6 i^^^iefe vohip^^^ 
mmOi be^vij^aoy r^ionapetent 'juc}ges« : k 
fWp\M. < he^z^-glty, .h^wev^ tha£>a confor- 
mity to .this taAe^HiouldrefiigaggrDF Johiv 
.fen in widt]^grtlus;Lif^ tq^gp^ beyond 
what weppid l9jait€\frcperly 'hay& contented 
iufp^f^i the^4eaA i&tknation from ' the 

* Life of MihoOy^p.it 

Bio- 
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Biograpflier-of the impropriety 6f a n^w 
narrative wouW, we are perfuaded, have 
feiade the undertakers t>i<he edition eon- 
tented with theDodor's plan. 

He might i»ot indeed have Found the 
tneans to introduce certain particulars^ 
which embellJfti his new lidrrativey in» 
3iis notes on Mr» Fentons abridgement, 
in which •there is a^ein <df candor tfeiit 
tioes*th« writer more honour ttian the in- 
genuity of his performance ; not to men-, 
•tion the difierent judgment, from that df 
"Dr.Johnfon, formed by. Mr. Fenton, on 
*fome of Milton's poetical pieces. 

We therefore believe this new narrntr 
the was calculated rather" for Dr. John- 
fon'i private cmtentmeni than the necef- 
fities of the edition. 

A few 



A few inftances will fervc .to Ihcw the^ 
;probability of this furmife. 

All the writers of Milton!s Life before 
Dr. Johnfoa fpeak of the efteem witk 
which Milton was Jionoured by his fel- 
low-members of Chrift's College at 
(jambridge. Milton value§ himfelf upon 
it at a time when the under-workers of . 
the royaiifts, who fent different accovmts 
to the defenders of Salmai^us abroad, 
mi^ht have effedhially confuted him. 
Let us now obferve the contraft, , 

" Of the exercifes which the rules of, 
•^ the univerfity required, fome were^, 
"jpubliflied by him in his maturer 
-^^ years. They .had been undoubtedly 
^^ ..apjplauded, for they werje fuch as fpw 
^^ can perform ; yet there is reafon to 

« fuf- 
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•'^Tiifped, that he was regarded in Kk 
-^^ college with' no great fondnefs. That 
'^* he obtained no fellowihip is certain ,; 
'^^'but the unkiridndfs with which he was 
*^ treated was not merely negative. I am 
•^' alhanied to relate what I fear is true^ 
'^*^ that Milton was the laft ftudent in 
*5* eitlier univerfity that fuffered the pub- 
^^ lie indignity of corporal cbrredion ^" 
'^ This filly tale is taken from Wartpn^s 
*** Life' and Remains of Dean Bathurft,** 
and retailed ^Y Warton from fome manu- 
icripts of Aubrey the antiquarian in the 
Aihmolean Mufeum, wliofe anile credu- 
Iity has'difat)led him froiri being a writer 
of any authority. In what manner, and 
with wTiat circumftances, this corporal 
* Milton's Life, p, 7, S. 

COF- 



correSion was inflided in either univcr- 

fity,. we are not informed.. Warton's 

words are, that " Milton was aSlualfy 

" whipped by Dr.. Thomas Bainbrigge^ 

« Mafler of Chrift's College,, while he 

" was at Cambridge." Dt. Jbhx)foa 

calls* it a. public indignity^ which is ^n 

improvement upon Aubrey, and renders 

the faft ftill more improbable.. There. 

is no fpecificatipn of the offence,., or of: 

the time of the corre-ftion ; .and we- may 

prefumc, that when thia wholefome feve- 

rity was moft: in vogue in either uni- 

verfity,. the head of a college would. 

hardly makehimfelf fo ridiculous as to- 

condefcend to execute the oiHce of a pa-- 

rifh-beadle *., 

Thcre^ 

* We have been informed, that tli'c manner 

of 
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'iTRere is another prefumption agaiiilE 
this anecdote. Warton obferves, that 
Wood, who, according to hini, com-- 
pikd his account of Milton from Axi- 
brey's mantiferipr/ Has omitted Ibme cir- 
cumftatjces, partrcularly this of his fla- 
gellation. Aubrey pretends he had his* 
, information from Milton's own mouth; 
or from his relations after his death ; at* 
leaft fo he told Wood, who could not be 
Aippofed to omit this circumff^nce from 
any good-will he bore to Milton's me- 
mory. We may then reafohably fufpe<9: 
riiat Wood did not believe it, and that 
Be Was convinced* Aubrey was mifinforrti'^ 
ed; and fappofe the ftrory fhould be on* 

of whipping young iinlucky academics was, to 
hoiil them lipofi th^ cdlle'gfe tdttery hatch, 
where tlvc difciplmc was inflidted by the butler. 

of 
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of thdfe which Aubrey had* from Mil- 
ton-s own mouth, Milton would hardly 
give him an account of the punilhmenf, 
without fignifying what was the fault/* 
Dr. Johnfon fay?, ***Milton was" the 
** laft ftudent in either univerfity that fuf^ 
" fered this corporal ccMrrcftiom*' * Now 
Mr. Warton tells us, that *^ the whip Was 
^ an inftrument of academical correc-- 
*^ tion, not entirely laid afide in the old' 
^ age of Ht. Barhqrflr*» ; but Bathurft 
furvlved Milton thirty years, and tha 
time of Milton's admrffion above eighty-. 
If Milton therefore, was the laft fu&ier 
by thi^ illiberal puniihment in Cam« 
bridge, that univerfity got the ftart of 

. . . • Life of Bathurft, p, 201. 

• ■• ' •'■• '■• • ■■■■•■"' •'■ ' ■'• Oxford 
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Oxfiwd * inr cwiUJalion' hy at le%ft fiFly 
prfixty years; which is m<>fe,hQnoijr, 
we believe^ thanDr,Joh«fondefir^dMr*. 
Warton ihould confer upon.k, 

Mj?*.Warton fsiys^ "This" f meaning 
the whigping7bout] */ cxj)l^ins more 
f* fully a palSagc ia Gine.of MiltpnV 
" elegies:. 

*^Nec 



: ♦ <'B\th?p\i|)Rc.ft3tuteajo£Oxfoiid; the in- 

**jun6tion of inflitfting corporal punifhment on 
^ boy» under fixteeo rcmams tmrcpcaled, and 
** in for;ce a^ this day ; but the e^^ccution of thi» 
**law', 1<> repugnant to everv liberal and decent 
♦* idca^.^as beefi Ipag abotimed. Ycst this code 
•* of ftatutes was compiled no longer ago thaji* 
>• th^ year 1635. It was,, however, nouncom- 
** mpnpnidice at a college, in Oxford, where the. 
•^'fbundiation-fcholars are elected veiy young, 
" a£tually to punifli with the rod as far down as 
•* the begianing of IhQ prefent C^pTtiiry.'*" 

." ' Gr^^;-,A/fff, f7?9y p* 493.. 
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Nec duri libet ufcjue minas perferrc 

magiitri^ 
Cateraque ingemo non fubcunda 
" meo/' 
Where, in Mr. Warton's ideas, catera 
Hgnifies flogging. But Dr, Johnfon hav- 
ing noted that it fignifies fomething elfe 
befidcs threats, interprets it into fome- 
thing more, /. e. more fevere, namely, 
puniftiment. But he feems to be in 
doubt whether that punifhmentwas whip* 
. ping or banifhment ; and with reafon, 
for caiera may fignify fomething more, 
/. e. fomething over and bsfides threats, 
and yet fomething €Jfi b^fides cither 
whippbg pr ruftication. The moft na« 
tural interpretat^ of the fecond line 
feems to be, that thofe coUege^xercifes 
D knowfl 
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known, by the naffte of'^impojiticns (often- 
times prcfcribed as punMhtnen'ts) did not 
Tilit 'MiltoA's genius^ beittg iAdetd even 
within our memory calculated rather for 
fte drudgery of an iilduftrious plodder 
than fuited to the genius of a youth ctf 
parts and fpirit. Wonderful muft be that 
gcfiius which has a tafief46)r being 'flogged 
^dr baniihed 1 ' - - 

*^ It feems plain," fays the new natr^'- 
fhey ^* from his own verfes to Diodati, 
** th^ he had mcurred rufiicatio??, a terti- 
'^^ norary ^ifiTiiffion into the country, with 
*' peV?iaps the lofs of a term." 

Milton Was admitted of Chrrft's'Gol- 

legfe, February 12, 1624- 5, He took 

his bachelor's degree in 1628, fo that 

. withdut <a ferha^s he loft no term. ' In 

every 



GTicry college tkere^isroj flxould be a re» 
gifter, in which Are entered all orders 
^ es^ulfon snd ruitica^tion ofdelin-^ 
^q^ents• This is neceffary for the jufli- 
^atioa of the mailer and fellows againft 
whptp. appeals acid complaints are often 
loc^gsdiby the fiiiierers, either before the 
yifitor.orinWeftnif^fter-HalU We have 
.been informed, fnom the beft auth<M:ity, 
jh^t there is an entry in the regifter of 
this very-college, importing, that a can- 
didate for a feiipwihip % being rejected 
:by the foQiety, was, upon calling in the 
vifitori, e^abliihed in his rights not 
without ibme feveie expreffioosinftrted 

* The late Dr. Button, Archbiihop of Can- 
«terb«ry. ^ , 

+ Bifhqp Sherlock, then Vice-chancellor. 

D 2 *in 
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In dii fedtence, which the vifitor, \ipotk 
appUbation, refufed'to expunge* 7; 

If therefore the Regifters of Chrift's 
College are fiUnt with refpeft tp the ex- 
puliiofx of Joho Milton, it n'nptflain 
that he was either ^xpelkid or.ruftic^ted, 
not to mention that the ternis, ,^^///f h" 
ris e$ exiJium^ may refer to twenty 4;aiifes 
befides thataffigoed by the new'^ipgr?- 
piier% ' If Mil tort'* return to coljege ,w^s 
voluntary, it. wotoW be invidious to af- 
cribe his ahfenci^: to compulfigfi ^ UQlefs 
you will fuppofcthat theprphibiti§!ia,was 
ihreffeflt of his. i6athj:r*3 cccofK>tny, jyhii^h 
' if hj for ifioftt likely to havjs : fe^eff. t|ie 

Milton however was certainly out of 
^Jiiiinour with the univerfities (except 

per- 
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perhaps with s^ few of his ingenio»sr and 

jtidieious^friends in tfe^m); andDr.Joh^^* 

fon gives tis our choice of tworcaofcSjOf 

it, iife hijudichmfiv^riiy of hU governors, ; 

and Milim^s capfkusperberfenifs^'^. % ... 

Had' MiltoQ left v$ nothing upoa thf 

fv»)][}e^ but tude atid mdifcrimioate^almfe 

of the univerfities. Dr. Johafon's^altcrr 

native in affiftbg U0 ta account foe k had 

been liberal and gracious. Butthe fiii^gle 

\^ttttt, of Milton to Hardib flKwrii^t 

hi^'objedions were of iinotherfori>.:»d 

took their rift xveiti&er^ from anjr refeftt- 

m^t -againfti hik gov^moirs; for xhcir. fc- 

vmi^yikOtitJmi aay^er«erfeijcfi.of .his 

owft'«^njp^rJ So fariromJbdainang.tb^ir 

fevcrity, be reproves the idU vacates 
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giv^ft fedth tofchools and timvcffities, ^ i 
a d«ttimcmal and improper indiilgettee-;^ 
wkh rt^pcdt ta fcfs owtt dkpofitioiy, ikv- - 
thing appears here but a defire to mctto-* 
rate the mode of education', in which 
Hartlib was. as hearty aS? himfelf ;: trtd it 
appears by our Wte academical refomui-^^ 
tions, thit the dutb^r* of them were na - 
more iii hulnour >^th the methods ef- 
their predeccffors than Mihon himfclf.' - ^ 
It is true, Milton was zealous for/Re*- 
formation- in the chuith> and who awyfty • 
if was nctt^ waited ? or who but Br,- JohiH' 
f6n wi/i fayt it ? Milton laM' the lerrors* 
and abufe^ ift the church -to the *aocoinitr 
of the bifliops. The billiops cou^tc-^ 
tlanced and encouraged tht" univerfitics^ j 
' and it was but naturai for the univerfi- 

ties 
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ties m tfieir tumftfitjocuhcit^ thbt£fM of 
kafiiijig -which tcndbed ^td^ vipI^^M ' %k^ 
«pifcopal autfaork^^and ODoibquebtlfi^.f^ 
-pve^eat the refeirsc^ation KfiiHm^i^'ii^)^ 

taiy.'^ito acadetnlc^ ioducatian^ $L$Jt^9^ 
ffcthen ccxnduifted> if, thrt raofi .*<ifc%fl^5i 

*^ fiir orders in thej church weKer»p^iJ- 
*^ mitted ta.aiSt:'plays,' wnibii^, ^nd u^^ 

■^^'iomng their* clergy Umh fa ail ih^ mtic 

■^^"^ md' dijhonefi geftmes of XruWkfilft?.!^. 
M'bijffeans^ and ^Mwds, prqfiituting. ^^ 

-^^JkUme ^fthat mini/iry^ wbicb^eitk^M^^y 

^^^hadop 'ipere nigb' havings to i/^^yfs^ff 

^^ courtiers and cdtert -ladies,, mth t/Mr 

• »^ grvmis and madamoifelhi *^/' , • • 

• Apology for Sme%mnu9, p^ no. Birch'a'W* 

D 4- Niun 
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'' Hiere is another prefumption agaihfF: 
this anecdote. Warton obferves, that 
Wood, who, according to him, com-- 
piled his account of Milton from Au- 
brey's mantifcript,* Has omitted fbme cir- 
cumftatKes, partrcularly this of his fla- 
gellation. Aubrey pretends he had his' 
.information from Milton's own mouth; 
or from his relations after his death ; at' 
leaft fo he told Wood, who could not be 
Aippofed to omit this circumfthnce from' 
any good-will he bore to Milton's me^ 
mory. We may then reafonably fufpedt 
that Wood did not believe it, and that 
lie Was convinced Aubrey was mifinfornr-i 
ed ; and fuppofe the flory ihould be oni 

of whipping young unlucky academics was, to 
hoift them upofi the c6lle'ge t'littery hatch, 
where the difcipline was mfii6ted by the butler. 

of 
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of thdfe vvhich Aubrey had'^from Mil- 
ton-s own mouth, Milton- would hardly 
give him an account of the punilhmenf, 
without fignifying what way the fault.'* 
Dr. Johnfon fay^, ***MRlton was* the 
*' laft ftudent in either tmiverjity that fuf^ 
" fered this corporal COTreAiom** Now 
Mr. Warton tells us, that " the whip Was 
^ an inftrument of academical correc*- 
*^ tion, not entirely laid afide in the old' 
'* age of Di:. Bathqrflr* ; but Bathurft 
furvived Milton thirty years, and th« 
time of Milton's admiffion above eightjv. 
If Milton therefore, was the laft fu^fer 
by . thi^ illiberal punilhment in Cam^ 
bridge, that univerfity got the ftart of 

. . • .Life of Bathurft, p. zou 

■■■■■' ■■••• '•■ •■ ■"•'"' '■'■ ■ • Oxford 
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"iTiere is another prefuniption agaihff- 
this ianecdote; Warton obferves, that 
Wood, who, according to him, com-' 
piled his account of Milton from Au- 
brey's mantifcript,' Has omitted fbme cir- 
cumftalices, particularly this of his fla- 
gellation. Aubrey pretends he had his' 
, information from Milton's own mouth ; 
or from his relations after his death ; at 
leafl: fo he told Wood, who could not be 
flippofed to omit this circumfthnce from 
any good-will lie bore to Milton's me- 
mory. We may then reaforiably fufpeOr 
that Wood did not believe it, and that 
he Was convinced" Aubrey was mifinfornr-i 
ed ; and fuppofe the flory fliould be oni 

of whipping yoking unlucky academics was, to 
hoift them lipoh th(i tdlle'gfe tdttery hatch, 
where the difciplinc was infiidted by the bjitler, 

of 



r 



[ 3^ 3 

of thdfe vvMch Aubrey hacf from Mil- 
ton's own moudi, Milton- would hardly 
giv^ him an account of the punilhrnenf, 
without fignifying what way the feult/* 
Dn Johnfon fay?, **'Milton was* the 
** laft flrudent in either univerjity that fuf^ 
" feredthis corporal corrc&ion;*' Now 
Mr. Warton tells us, that ^^ the whip -was 
^ an inilrument of academical correc- 
*^ tion, not entirely laid afide in the old' 
>^ age of Di:. Bathqrft-* } but Bathurft 
furvived Milton thirty years, and tha 
time of Milton's admrffion above eightj> 
If Milton therefiorc.was the laft fuffeier 
by , thi:^. illiberal punifliment in Cam* 
bridge, that univerfity got the ftart of 

. . • Life of Bathurft, p, zqi. 

' '•• > -• ')• -^ •---■ - . ^ Oxford 
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lofe their malignity when delivered by 
the pen of Dr. Johnfon ? 

Every page of the new narrative is full 
of mean flings and malevolent funhifes 
on Milton's moil indifferent a&ions^ 
wliich it would be endlefs to remark with 
a proper reproof of each. We Ihall* 
therefore only fele£t a few of the mod re-- 
prehenfible, either on account cf their 
want of candour, of want of veracity. 

Page 24. It is thus written: ^* Let hot ^ 
*^ our veneration for Milton forbid us to 
^ look with fome degree of merriment 
*^on great promifes and final! peffor- 
^^ mances, on the man who haffens home 
^^ becaufe his countrymen are contend* 
*^ ing for their liberty, and when he 
*' reaches t^e feene . of ^ioA vapours 

'* away 
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«< away his patriotifm in a private board* 
« ing fchool." 

This fncer is derived from a reflexion 

of Mr. FentoH, " to whom it feemed 

** wonderful that one, of fo warm and 

*^ during a fpirit as Milton's certainly 

*^ was, Ihould be reftrained from the 

*^ camp in thofe unnatural commotions* ; 

" and whence Dr. Johnfon takes the li- 

** bertv to fubfume : But Milton was re- 

*^ ftrained from the camp^ therefore his 

*' patriotifm was vapoured away.'* 

But was there no fcene of patriotic 
adion but in the camp? or will Dr. 
Johnfon allow that Milton could have 
done more for the liberty of his coun- 

" ' ♦ Fentott^s Lift-of Milton, p x. 
' ' trymen 
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ttymcn wkh bk fwbrd thim he Aid witfe 
bis pen*? 

Hiflips infefttns w/ tfet M^ltbii ar- 
rived in Engla-nd froiti' his travels ** about 
^ the time of the King's injiildng hiy fe*- 
^' ccaid expedition zgAm& the Scots f ;** 

* Neque enim .militiae Tabores et perlcula fie 
dtfugi, ut axmalia rationc^et operam multo mi- 
liorem, nqc minare cvjiii pqriculo, fxieis, civibus 
navftrim, et animtrm dubiw' irt ^eblis' ncqttc de- 
miffum unqutm^ Jieque iilKire kividije, vel eti^i 
.mortis plus aequo metuentem pracftiterim. Nam 
cum ab adokicentulo kuin9tti^nbi3& eiTem. jlu« 
diis, ut qui maxime deditus, et ingenio femper 
quam corpore validior, pofthabita caftrcnfi ope- 
ra^ qua inc,gregarius quilibet fobuflior /acUe lu- 
perafTet, ad ea me contuli quibus plus potui, ut 
-parte iBci mefiereao po6orCf fi inpcmm, non 
deteriore, ad rationes patriae, caufamque banc 
prsfrftarntiiBrfiatn, -quantum iTKBUfse poiTem ii)(>- 
mentum accederem. 

Miltoni Defcnfio fecunda pro Populo Angli- 
cano, p. 366. vol. II, of Baron's edition 
of hk proie-works, 

f Philips, p. XYu 

and 
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3uitl fo fay Toknd, Niewton, kt; tod* 
was in the very fame year that Miltdt 
publHfaed his Difcourfes of Reformation 
in two books^ founded on the fante 
principles 4af liberty for which his coxm- 
trymen wer^ contending in the camp* 

The fame Mr. Philips fays, that with- 
in the firfl: two years that Milton inha- 
bited the houfe which the new narmti've 
dignifies with the name of boarding- 
fchool'^^ he fet out not only the traft 
above-mentLoned^ but likewife the feve- 
ral treatifes againft Prelatical £pifcopa- 
tcy, on the Heafon of Cburoh-Govem- 

* The expreffion was familiar to this writer: 
. ** At Edial, near Litchfield, in Staffordfiiire^ 
** young gentlemen are hoarded^ and taught the 
'**ljatin and Greek JLanguages, by Samuel 
'^* Johnson." 

Advertifemdit in Gent, Mag, 1736, p. 428. 

ment. 



C 48 ] 

ment. Defence of Sxnedymnus, aad 
others. 

Dr. Johnfon will hardly deny that 
thcfe patriotic pieces vafmtred beyond « 
the environs of Milton's boarding-fchool, 
even perhaps to the warmeft fcene of ac^ 
tion^ the Commons' Houfc of Parlia- 
ment : nor can we think he will (except ^ 
in a fit of merriment) call them fmall 
performances, with refped to their ef- s 
fedts ; as he himfelf muft know by ex- 
perience the fervice that political pam- ^ 
phlets do to the fa&ion their authors j 
adhere to, when feafc^nably publilhed. ^ 
The merit of the faftion, or of the au- 
thor, is out of the queftion. We believe 
it will not be difputed, that Milton was 
/as valuable a writer to the party he ] 

efpoufed. 



] 
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efpoufed^ as Dr. Jphnfon is to tlie prefent 
adminiftration, though not (at the tune 
Tcferfed to) Bought with a price. 
' The Doftor fays, *^ This is a part of 
* ^ his life ffom'which all his biographers 
^^ feem incrmed. to ':fhrink. They are un- 
^^ '^viUing that Milton fhould be degrad- 
^^ ed to a fchooi^mafter ; but fince it can- 
^^ not Ibe denied that he taught boys, one 
^^ finds ottt that he taught for nothing ; 
^* and another, that his motive was only 
^^ zeai for the propagation of learning; 
♦^ and ali tell What they do not know to 
^^'be true, onlj' t'o exciiie an adt which' no 
'^^ wife iriari vyill confider as in itfelf dif- 
'^^ g^acef'ul. ' His fatlier was ' alive, his 
alldiVaiice was ^hot ainple, and he fiip- 
'"'■''■ '•■'' '' •''£''••' '' '^'■"'^"•'^^'plied 
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*' plied its deficiences by an hontOt and 
^* ufeful employment/* 

This is faid with more confidence than 
the Dolor's careleflhefs in confulting 
Milton's Biographers will jullify. Philips 
is not one and another ; and he is the only 
original from whom thofe who haveapo- 
logifed for Milton^s employment in teach- 
ing youth have copied. 

Whether Toland knew the particulars 
of Milton's motives, muftbe.lefttoGoD 
and his own confcience ; but to fay that 
^^ Milton had no fordid or mercenary 
^* purpofes" will not imply that he tau^hi 
for nothing. 

Milton's friend? are obliged . to Dr. 

Johnfon for doing credit to his fuppofed 

occupation of a fchoolmafter ; but To- 

4 land 
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bold, had done it before him, whofc.rc-- 
marks would hardly have been fecondcd 
in tihe /awrw^ nmrative^ if the author had 
not: had fome fellow-feeling of the re*, 
proaoh: of Milton's adverfaries j a ciif-' 
cumftance that gaye us fome efpedal 
wonder that the Dodor ihould be . io 
much ajhained of the whipping ftory re- 
tailed from Aubreys 

Concerning this part of Milton's Life, 
Mr* |ohn Philips mull:, out of all coini* 
parlfonj be themoft authentic hiftorian: 
He xvas Milton's pupil from the begin- 
ning; and they who attend to the fcries 
of fadts in his account will perceive how 
much Dr. Johnfon 's fpeculations on va- 
grant inattentkn^jlu^ijb indifference i and 
abfurdmifapprehenfwn^ introduced by way 
E2 of 



of confuting thofcfaiffe, mi^ht kav^bcen 
fpared^ . * - . 

'. ^^ We are told/' fey s tlie new narrative^ 
** that in the art of education he per-^ 
<^ foraued wonders ; and a formidable lift 
*^ is givcaa of the authors Greek and 
<^ Latin that were^ read in Alderfgate-* 
** ftreet by .youth between ten and fif;;eea 
** or fixteen years of age/* And thea 
follows the wife obfervation, that *^ no* 
** body can be taught fafter than he can 
« learn *•'* 

Btit who were thefe youth ? Even his 

Hfter*s two fons, (perhaps only one of 

them, the younger) ; as appears by what 

Philips fays after he had fpecified the 

formidable lift* 

* New Narrative, p. 27* 

• - ■. *^Now 
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• ^ Now perfons," fays he, ^* fo fafr m^ 
** nudufted into the higheft paths erf litc^ 
'* ratare,, both divine and human, had 
** they received his doeuments with the 
*^ fanfic acuteneft of wit and apprehen* 
** fion, the fame indufiry,. alacrity, and 
♦' thifft after knawledge, as tlie inftruc- 
^^ tor was indued with, what prodigies 
*^ of wit and learning might they have 
'^ proved \ the fcholars might, in fome 
^^ degree, have come near to the equal- 
^' ling the mafter, or at leaft have in 
^^ fome fort made good what he feems to 
♦^ predidt in the clofe of an elegy he made 
*^ in the fcventeenth year of his age,, 
** upon the death of one of his fifter's 
'' children (a daughter) wI;io died In her 
E 3. *^iQ>. 
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<«* infaney.'* The lall couplet of which 
degy is, 

This if tho.u do, he will an offspring 
give 
'■ That to the world's laft end fhall make 
thy name to live*. 

Hence it is clear that the perfcms y& 
manuduBed were only, at the moft, the 
two Pliilipfes, the offspring of Milton's 
lifter, whofe name would be little con- « 
neded with the proficiency of a promif- 
cuous number of boys in a boarding- 
fchooU 

In the next place, Mr, Philips is 
bcfcrc-hand with Dr. Johnfon in affign- 
ing the caufcs df the little comparative 

'^ riiilip?, p. xix. • J 

' pro- 
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proficiency made by the pctfons(qm4nU'- 
duSJed'; where common ' good-maoncrs 
would reftrain him from taxing the he- 
betude, the idlencfs, the indolence, and 
mdifftrence, of ' any fludents, except of 
himfelf or his brother. And indeed it 
plainly appears, that the *^ addition of 
*' fome- fcholars *" Was pofterior to the 
conrfe of reading Milton went through 
with his nephews, and was one of thofd 
feveral occajions of increiifing his family j 
apparently after he had written the trad:^ 
above-mentioned. 

* If Toland, and Milton^s Biographers^; 
fubfequent to Philips, madd more of this 
matter than Philips's hiftory authorized^ 
we do not commend them. But it was 

♦ Philips, p. x?i. 

E 4 furcly 



furely the bufinefs of a new narrative to^ 
correft their inaccuracies, and not in- 
vidioufly to reprefent Milton, as /^r/bnw- 
ing wonders, which it is not pretended 
by him, who knew the beft, that he did: 
perform;, and then to.lhcw the imprac-^ 
ticability of the thing by remarks bor- 
rowed from his informer, and put upoix. 
the reader as the produ<3: of his own fa- 
gacity. 

In another place the Doftor fays *, 
" From this wonder-working academy t 
" do not know that there ever proceeded 
*^ any man very eminent for knowledge ;. 
" its only genuine produd:, I believe, is 
" a ihaall hiftory of poetry, written m 
*^ Latin by his nephew, of which per- 
* Johnfon, p. 31* 

3 " haps 
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"haps none of my readers has ever 

Every writer may prefume, conjec- 
ture, and believe,, as much as he pleafes 
in all cafes where he cannot be contra- 
didted ; and fo may we*^ Our anfwers to 
this then are, 

I. Bernardus non vidit omnia. There 
may have been.men-and things of which 
Dr. Johnfon hath no knowledge.. Wood 
fays, both Milton^s nephews were writ- 
ers * ; and there may be fUll more ge- 
nuine produifts of Milton's fcholaftic in- 
ftitution than Dr. Johnfon ever heard of^ 

2.. From this reflexion it may be in- 
ferred,, that Milton's pupils were not fo^ 

* Ath. Oxon, vol.-I» Fafii, p. 263. 

nume* 
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numerous as the Dodbr's hypothesis re- 
quires they IhouM have been. 

3. The ftudents in Milton^s academy 
(being the fons of menrof like fpirit and 
principles with their matter)' would not, 
upon leaving his boarding-fch'ool, i;^/(?z/r 
away their patriotifm in writing books ; 
but proceed to fcenes of action not very 
favourable to the Mufes, or philofophical 
fpeculatibn. 

Though fome of MiIton*s pupils 
might, in the days of their mciturit}', 
write like angels, their performances in 
favour of Liberty would be execrated 
into obfcurity and contempt, upon the 
turn of the times, by the able proficients 
in the noble fcience of licenfing. 

The 
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. Tlie Dodor, fpeaking of Milton's 
Areopagitica, fays, '^ The danger of 
*< fuch unbounded liberty [of unlicenfed 
^^ printing ''j and the danger of bound- 
*' ing it, have produced a problem, in 
-** the fcience of government, which h'u- 
^^man under/landing feems unable tp 
«folve*/' 

Let us then have recourfe to a divine 
imderftanding for the folution of it. Let 
hath the tares and the wheat grvw tbge* 
tber tin the harvejiy leji while ye gather 
up the tares f ye root up alfo the wheat with 
them. 

Next follows a curious fee-faw of the 
arguments pro and con* 

* New Narrative, p. 45. 

"If 
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" If :nathiiig niay be publiflicd* but 
" what civil authority have previoufly 
^^ approved, power muft always be thfe 
^* ftandard of truth/' 

Would not one think that problem was 
thus folved at once ? Is not this an al- 
ternative -which even Dr» Johnfon*s prfe« 
diledion for power would hardly admit ? 

Hold a little, till we have fhewn you 
the evils on the other fide- 

f* If every dreamer of innovations tnay 
" propagate his projects, there can be no 
*^ fettkment ; if every murmurer at go- 
" vernment may diffufe difcontcnt, there 
^^ can be no peace;, if every foeptic in 
*^ theology may teach his follies,, ther^ 
*^ can be no religion/' 

Is 
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Is it vmt better that power ihoxM be 
the ftandard of truth, than thatt^eihould* 
have no fcttlenatent, no peace, no reli- 
gion ? ■ : .. , 

But, fays aii6ther writer, as Jioneft a 
man, and at leaft as fair a feicToiier, af 
Dr. Johnfon, ** if men were not to de-. 
*^ clare their opiaiions in fpigh't of eftab- 
^^ lilhme^t^ citfaer in chufdi or ftate; 
^^ truth wonM fooa be banifhed the 
^^ earth * ^'* and to t&is agre^ Joha Mil- 
toa* What is then to be dcme^ . 

Why, fays a .moderateii,' pimifli the 
amhors rof thefc wicked |)\ibJicai:ioas ; 
for Dr» Jokn&n tells you,- ^<It is yi^tal** 
^' lowed that^wry fociety may pumfli> 
" though not prevent, the publication of 
* Dedication of the Effay on Spirit. 

" opinions 
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*^ Opinions which that fociety (hall thank 
^ pcrnicioias/^ - 

. We could mentioa very good fort of 
men, and no fools, who would not alhw 
diis to every ibcicty. But be this as it 
may, this allowance does not fatisfy our 
Biographer ; for, fays he, ^* This puniih- 
^* ment, though it may crufli the author^ 
*^ promotes the book ; and it feems not 
" more reafonable to leave the right of 
." printing unreftrained, becaufe writers 
** may be afterwards cenfurcd, than it 
** would be td lleep with our doors un- 
*^ bolted, l)ccawfe by our law« we can 
*< hang a thief,'* The conclufion is, 
hang every man who prints or publifties 
without a licenfe* 

Hardy 
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Hardy muft be the man who can pyb- 
lilh this fophiftry with fo many contra- 
didory fadts flaring him in the face. And 
diftreBing muft be the dilemma which 
obliges Dr. Johnfon to admit either that 
the minority have propagated no proje&s 
of innovation, diffufed no difcontents by 
murmuring at government ; or that his 
friends the minifters of ftate have not 
been able to protect the fettlement, and 
keep the public peace. If there can be 
no religion upon the fuppoiition that 
every fceptic may teach his follies, I am 
afraid the Do<Slor himfelf can have no re- 
ligion; for fuch fceptics may and do 
teach their follies every day with all free- 
dom* 

Perhaps 
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. :?^Iiaps times and feaions might Ibft 
noted in fbme . old almanac' wHeh the 

good £)o(3:or himfelf ftole fome. trifles 

..•.■■*■• ) 

into the world through the jrrdTs,' which 

did not much favour the legal fettiement 

of the crown, dr tend to abate tlie dif- 

contents of the. people. • ' - 

Had the mlnifter of the daj*-, whb 

then llept with his doors* unbolted, 

-Caught the thief with the 'dark-larithDrn 

in his pocket, iaad cohfigned' him 5ver 

to the conftable, the culprit uhdofubtedly 

wbultf have availed hirhfelf of 'Milton's 

plea, and we-fhould have iveard with t 

verigeance of th^ wicked ienmity *'bf 

power to the fcaufe ^f truth and loyalty. 

But penlions and preferments are won- 

, derful enlightencrs i and tho free circu- 

•• ' ' '■ lation 



i 65 ] 

lation df redition during the laft reign, 
when many an honeft Jacobite propa- 
gated hi$ difcontents without the lead 
apprchenfion for his cars, is now become 
a pernicious policy, upworthy of the 
wifdom and dignity of an adminiftration 
ujider the protection of the rcfpaiSbaWe 
-Dr. Samuel Johnfon« 

It is^obfervable, that Milton addiefled 

his iiol)le ti:a£t, intituled, Areop^gitica, 

- to ^n antimonarchical parliament;, from 

which he expeded the reformation of all 

the errors and encroachments^of the late 

fdngly and jprelattc^. government. He 

was above the litdc dirty prejudices or 

pretences that they ;might be trufted 

with poweri omty'becaufe he approved 

iof,the men, or depended upon their fa- 

F vour 



vour.to ^imfe^f. He had.lys e.ye only 
on the caufe, and whpn the Presby- 
tejrians defcrted that, he deferted them, 
not out ^oi huniour, ^s tqis rancorous 
Biographer would infinuate*; but be- 
caufe thq^ fainted in the pfogrcfs of that 
work to .the completion of whic^ their 
firft avowed principles would have^ led 

'^^M,:....- '--h..r.. •■:•■: ■•-: . 

Would Dr. Iphnfon have chofen to 
have.iiibmitted his works to the licenfcrs 
a^pijinted by fu(:h a parliament? or .would 
he yentuix: to expgftulate with the pow-^ 

on the iiibjcdl m Dr; Moore s Pmv of hoeiety 
^WAfoiiJtor/W; France, Sfeitiieclfibd^ enU Q?r.- 
naanj'. See likewifc. Gilbert J^4abb(^t'8 reafons for 
dcifirifi'g'to DC Sifnaiffcd ftditi tlte office of Lit 

edition^ ^p; 57. ' ' 
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ers In being oi? any. poini: .of lit^cajry pri- 
vilege^ ivherein he fhould think them, 
effentially wrong, with that genen>u$ and- 
honeil freedom that Milton e:}^hibit:s in 
thi& incDiBpacalaile tra/£t ? No, he fbe^ks' 
away £t6m. the.queflion, and leaves it as 
he found it* 

. ^. As^aiftloD fddQm leaves a man ho* 
^ ieft/^ fays the Doaor, p. 5i> '^ how-* 
^.^ evpv it might findhim^. Miltoa is fUf^ 
*^ pe«9:edof having interpolatied the book 
f1 dailedlconBafilike^whichth&coiinciiof 
^^ ftatei to whomhe was now inade Latin 
iiStoitetSivy^ employed him to cenfure^ 
^. by inferting a prayer, &c." 

The contexture of this fentcnce feem* 

to be a little eiqbarailcd : and to leave -us 

4in^f fome uncertainty whether Milton 

. F 2 " inter- 
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*^ 'interpolated by inffrtingy' or whctlicx. 
he was;'^ employed to cenfiire by pfcrt-» 
*MDg, &c" -v 

' Milteri, kowever^ k<^fccms, was^f fuf- 
^ pc&ed of infcrting^ in the Iccm.Bafi- 
*^ like, . a prayer taken from JSidneyfs 
** Arcadia, and iinputing it to the King, 
^^ whom he^charges, in his Icohoclafles, 
<* with the ufe .of this prayer, as,with a 
^^ heavy crime, ip the indecent language 
*^ wkh which profperity had embolden- 
*' ed the advocates for rebellion to iiifuk 
^ all that is venerable iind'great/' , 
. Doei the ;Do&or mean ^o iay.,, that 
^thefe adv$cates for, vebellion , infultpd ■. the 
^venerable and great Creator.of all things, 
-or that there was nothing venprableand 
^preat but Kmg Charles I* and .his;a]^pur- 

tenance^? 
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ttmaiices h The imputation of blaf^ 
phemy bn the one fide or the. othe^ is 
lanavoidable. i ' 

After which follows^t-he citation* fi?om 
thclcdhoclafie^y. Wheife the imputation 
andthe-groundsbf it arie fairly and openly 
told;- Now fof . the prdof 5f the lotcrpo^ 
•lation. 

^*'The papers wRich the King gaw to 
^ Dr. Juxon, on thefcaffoJd, the regicides 
** tedfc away,, fo'thut they were atkaft: 
**^he publifhers of this* prayer^* 

Let us parallel this with an inference 
from another fcrap of Englilh Wftory • 

"The miniftry took away Mr. Wilkes's 

•'•'papers,, among which was faid ta^hc 

*^ the Effay on Woman ; fb thatthemi- 

'•^.DSfters were at leaft the pubiilher^r^pf 

^- --'• E 3, "that- 
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-'^.Aat Eflay; and, confidering^theaum- 
** bcrs of poets they have .always at their 
^^ beck^ why may they not .hie fufpeded 
^* as the forgCFs of it ?"* 
■ Soreafoaed Mr* Wilkes's friends in 
the year 1 763. Dr. Johnfon knows what 
-the minifterial writers replied; and let^ 
that fuffice for an anfwer to this prefuthp.- 
■tive proof of Milton's diftonefty. But, 

** Dr. Birch^ who examined the quef-. 
*^ tion with great care, was inclined to 
^* think them [the Regicides] the fbrg- 



ers.'^ 



.Dr. Krch's examination, careful 3s 

the Doftor reprcfents. it, was blanieably 

partial in not giving Toland's confmta- 

-t^pn of Dr.<jiirs tale its full {^rcn^h*; 

aixd indeed the examination feems tbhax'ie 

been 
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t^rf- ttrtfatisfaift^y lb' Birch .WmiTciffby 

k^ik'mg left ottt of his LH^ of fehdn'; 

prefi^d to the tjiiarm edition of Miltoh-s 

profe; works. . i - .^- i 

• • Lai^Hef however affirtiis, tflSft,"^ IrllDr* 

^?^'fiirch^s opiriidti, Milton teas ridt guilty 

**''0f the crfnie tharged upon hitrl ; 'Mil- 

" ton and Bradfliaw tqo, .in the Doftgr's 

^^ opinion, being pctfonsof Aiofe honour 

* » . ' ' 

" than to be guilty of putting fa vile a 

*^ tficl^ Upon the King ^;'' * 

' Lauder perhaps" had this dedarffion 
froni Dr. Birch's own mouth; it is con- 
firmed however by the following rejec- 
tion, in the quarts 'edition of' Milton's 
Life by Birch,* p. xxxiii*.- ; 

■r. * Lauder's Vin^i^iatiin^^p', 37^ "•. 
"'" • * F 4 «It 
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<^|t,b higUy improbable that ^tJS¥ 
<^ and Bradlhawllioul^ maktiHUl^.'^ theic« 
^^ ccmfideiii; yooeqelQiknlpfi fucb>aii^i4rak ; 
*^ 9id4 ^3^^^%b in his prefcQce at tbeir i^^^^ 
-^ Pf3^Pg f^^ ^ cJbeat upoa ihe world; 
^^ or tjbat heiliQuId cenceal it dudiig .th^s 
•* ^e of thfi former^ who. furviiied fth^ 

** It 18 obje^ed, to the teftimony of Hills, 
that be turned papift in. the. reign c^ Janne^lK 
and we ftnd him charaftcrized by Dunton, Po^ 
fij^ Hrlb Jlationer t& yamcs ^^ He mcde ian 
atonemem, however,, after the Revohuioa^ by , 
printing feveral iingle fermons of the moft emi- 
nent preachers of that time, many of them aggiinft • 
Poperj-, on vile paper and print, for pence a 
piece, to the gr^at comfort an4 eonveo*ence of 
ipinvite clivines Jo opunti-y ch^riclics, Pr. Tay^ 
ior late Chsj^cellor of Lincoln, in .the poetical 
pa^4 of \\\% ii^ttfic-lpecf h, deliyered at the puJWic 
commencement at Cambrkige, in 1730, b^^t^e < 
fQllDMkfiP|;pom>Jet ;- . V 

Irthen moulds his fc&nty Latin and Fefs i&e^k^ * 
And Harry Hilts his prifo odce a' Svit}i, " 

'VJRefto- 
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*«*ILell6iratidn fo many yeart* So tfiat 
*^ fttfth- a tcffimony from- Fucfi z pcrfOT * 
"'»» Hdt ta^ be admitted i^bft. z nian' 
" w^o, as his learned and ingenious edi- * 
*< . t^' [Bp..Newton]'Ohfe*j^ed,. .had a 'foul 
" abore' being guilty of ib ' mean in ' 
"aiftjoftj^ ,. . 

But kt ns^xamme tkistalt onanotb^ 
fide :. •■ 

.W^gflafffe * affirms, qax tlie aptKoiity; 
of the writer <£ CktmrRegii Sanguinis ^ 



* Wenr^UEicertam wlVat'bfeeame ^f Mr. Wagr 
ftaffe, who publifticd the Vittdkation of King 
Gharfes the Martyr, &c. tli« third cditkm of' 
\vhi<* a$>pcared in i^ii^ Wfefeaire'bceii inarm- 
ed, that he attached* bimfeif to the oldpretch- 
der, ia<iiiality.of chapjiaia to his groteftaat nian- 
jiiring a«jiwi;cm^-, . ."^efup^f^i it; wa» bis. foa wh» 
officiated in that j;apsHaJX,aii_t^.S^ntiApoftQlji, 
sad died at Rome about' i774..«or 17.75. This 
ii: >'i ** liitrer 
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^^feized' Dr. Juxon, liii^irffyntd ' himV 
^^ and' exatnirieA hlni with %ll 'Jpofllile 

latter had fo warm a zeal for orthodoxy, and 
igainft fcfeliiKftlcs, tfeaft hef i^f^fefd,' though much 
intreated^ to read the b^urial-feryice, pve? thf 
^orpfe of a iJ'amfh gentlem^, aprotellaht, who 
, died at Rome about the year 1762 or*63, ftnd left 
that office to be performed by a worthy cleigy- 
ihan, chajsflain to »h Englifii a'bbleii^tf {h«h at 
Rome, from whom we had this account. It is 
cuftomary, when any Engliih Proteftant dies at 
Rome» for any of .his acqiiairttafiSe/ though a 
layman, of the fame religion, to read theburiaU 
fervice over his corpfe. 'When Wagftaffe himfelY 
died, he was carried to the unhallowed coemetery 
of heretics, where it was cxpeded by the Britifli 
attendants that the fervice would be read over 
the deceafed by his fellow loyalift Mr. Murray, 
his compatriot/ ahd of the fame chiirch. - The 
worthy old gentleman (for worthy he "is Icnowa 
to be), for fome reafon' or other^ declined the 
office, faying to the grave-digger, Cez^^r bim up\ 
Cover him up. This Mr. Wagflaffe is faid to- 
'have been a man of letters, and to hare left be- 
hind him a colledion of cririousf and valuablftr 
books, * ' ' • 

** rigour^ 



C 75 ] 
f* rigour^, and fearched hbn narFowly fot 
** all papers* that he -might have from 
*^ the |CiA§j even to- fcraps and pars- 

All thbisBoanifeg forgery. Bp.Juxdn 
was neither feized nor imprifoned, nor 
feardhed • for any papers ; nor were any 
papers^ rcquiced. of. him but one ; of 
which we have the following account in 
Fuller's Church Hiftory : 

" His Majefty being upon the feaffold, 
" held in his hAnd . a fmall piece of pa- 
" per^: fome four inches fquare, contain- 
" ing heads whereon in his fpecch. he in- 
" tended todilate;. and a tall foldier, look- 
." ing over the King's flioulders, read it, 
" as the Kii^ held it in his hand..— HiJj 
* Birch, folio, p. Ixxxii.. 

^^ fpeech 



^^•fpeech ended, he gave that fmall pa^ 
"' pjer to the Bp. of Lond6n« . After his 
^^^deathy the ofBcers demanded the paper 
** of the Bifhop, who, becaufe of the 
^* depth of. his pocket,.. fmallnefs of the 
^^.paperj and the mixture of others 
f *. therewith, could not {a foan produce 
^^ it as* was- required. At lafthr brought. 
*^ itforthi bm therewith the others were 
*' unfetisfied [jcaloufy is quick of growth^ 
^ as not the famewhich^hisMajefty de- 
^'^ livexed unto- him. When prefently 
" the foldier^, whofe rudenefs ' [the bad 
caufe of a good effeft] " had formerlj^ 
*^ over-infpe(^ed' it in the King's hand', 
^ attefted this the very fame paper, and 
^ prevouedi factfecr ftifptcioas,^ which 
, . " might 
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j "^^ might hiw terminated to the Kfl!op%. 

I V^ trouble *.** 

The Biihop then wes- no farther troiH 
bled than by the olEcer*s demanding this 
fingle paper. AH the reft 'he carried off 
in the depth of his pocket. If any thing 
more troublefome had happened to the 
Biihop upon the occafion^ Fuller would 
certainly have known it, and would as 
certainly have recorded it ; for he takes 
him up again in his Worthies qf Eng^ 
landm 

: Other <aocounts fay, that the Biihop 
afterwards retired to his own manor of 
Little Compton in GlocefteiiUre, where 
he fometimcs rode a hunting for his 

'^ Fuller'e Church Hiftoiy, p» penult. 

healths 
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li«iJA; a.bd?taljifign tB#-h^ had ho" 
great moleftation from the ruling par ty"^»' 
-.Milton fkysf; the King <^ Ixqueathed 
<* this prayer ahieng his xfeifyitig friends' 
« to be ptibliflieAby thVfei,"- ' And pub- 
lyfeied ijt- AdiiaWy was^ twio^ '^ tiot thrice^ 
b€foi<€ Ma^si'S loOnfeclafti»9" appeared ;^ 
*/hieh., Wcopdkig to Wagftaffe, w^s m>& 
till Noveiivbtt yV 164^*^ The proper in- 
fewnce from^which premife§j'tou*^pare4r 
viith Faillep's circumftafitial' ^Ad candid 
account, is, that all thefe prayers remain-* 
ed with l5r*^ Ju&on till hls^^««nmunica- 
tion of them* to lie Kings's ftSsmis occa- 
fioned fibeit" feeittg publiihed. • 

The author* of Clamor Regii Sangui-i 
nis, &c, as Englifhed by WagftafFe, 

* Wood, Athen.^Ox, vol. 11. p. 1x45. 
'/ 3 %S, 
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fays^ ^^ The Bilhop being Urpyeht Ije^ 
" fore thp jCing's judges, was^ommand- 
*^ ed by them, not without dreadful me- ^ 
" naces, to reyeja^l. the meaning of the 
" word lUmembfry repeated to him twice 
*' by the lyings upon the fcaJ0Md/*,| 

Tq this latter, charge Milton repliesJ^ 
^* I will lipt deny that the Biihop might 
^* be interrogated by one or . other of 
^^ thefq-juflgeail by .the way, concerning^ 
*' thb matter;, but I.dqnot find that he 
*^ was conveajd o;i purpofe by the cpun* 
^^ cil, or the high fourt of juftice, as if 
*^ they all of them troubled themfelves 
^* about it, or were folicitous to know 
«it*/* , ' / ' 

♦ D^jfenfio Secunda, p. 391. ed, 2753^ Quarto; 

From 



Trom' Milton's filence it, might pei^* 
thaps be fufpeded, that the Bi^Q|) was 
under Jome fort of confinement, were it 
not that x)n the 7th of Tebruary. we find 
Kim at full liberty, attending the King's 
funeral at Wi^*^f^i^> .^^^ ftanding ready 
with a Conimpn-prayer-book to read the 
burial-officeover the royal corpl^ '^. . 

But what Is beyond a thoui^nd fur- 
mifes, accumulated 'by WagftafFe and 
others, to prove Milton's firft publiihing 
this prayer "as Tele^Jted by King Charles, 
forhis own ufe, is the dead filence of 
Br, Juxon from this period to the; time. 
oFhis death. 'Jf his timidity aiiring frlie 
Interregnun^ prevailed with him to con* 
<^l the forgery^ his . fears mvtft be. af 
*^. i3ioffraphia.Bruaapica, .JuxoN, Rem^^£C- j 

an 
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an end Va^ the Reftoration. The praye^: ^ 
had been publiihed as King Charles's 
over and over during that interval ; MiU 
ton*s repfoach was equally and repeatedly 
ttKide public Yet this worthy Biihop 
fufFers thispriayer to be publiihed in'^ 
.coUedidn'of King Charfes's works in the 
year i664> without giving the leaA hint 
of the forgery, imputed afterwards to 
MiUori and Bradiha-c^'. 

Let Dr.Johnfon then make what he 
can of the adaptatwn of this prayer to the . 
.<:afe of King Charles^ but kt oot his 
fplenetic prejudice againft Milton ailb- 
ciate him with fuch a driveling crew^^ 
fuch a defpicable groupe of knights of 
the poft, as would perfuade the, world 
:that Milton wanted the aid of fuch piti* 
G fi]J 
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Th^ paradox then is thai every m&H 
is equal to bis King. But where has Mil* 
ton , told this! 6r is it to Dr. Johnfon's 
naifapprehcniion of Milton's ftate of the 
cafe^ or to his propen'fity to calumniate, 
•that we^ owe this f^e and raaKora^s in- 
Ijnuation ? 

That every man is ^ot 43qual, but fur 

■peripr, ta liis Tyranty is a propofiiion. 

which has been demohftr ated oyer an4. 

yyer<^ be&ire Mjltc^ was born; aod \i 

Milton efpoufed it, and made it bettei; 

Ainderfibod by ji no^orious^ e;xaipple, he 

ierved bis generation in a -moft. material 

article of their focial liappinefs* The 

next generatioa^ad t^e fpirk.a{idgop4 

fenfe t^> profit, by fais d6£brine ;- an;! by 

yirtiie of it droyc their Tyrant into an 

jgjnpminious exile« ;^ 
' *" - " Miltonts 
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Tipton's attachment to CumiW^i Has 
^eeri irn {rated to him as si h\<k in his cha«* 
radier long before It was taken up by Dr* 
JohnfoQ ; who^ ;to give'htm hi$ dw, has 
made the moft of it in a fmail compafs* 

^^ Milfdn/'.feys he, ''^havinjg taAcd the 
^* honey of public employment^ wouk) 
" not return to hunger and philofophy ; 
*' bur, xohtiriuing to exercife his office 
^* under a manifeft ufurpation, betrayed 
'^ to his power that liberty which he had' 
*^defei^ed/^ ; 

It is hardly »eccflary to apprize a. rea^^ 
Ukr of Milton's proferworks that bis ideas 
of ufurpation^sid public Hberiy swere very 
^iffetent from thofc of Df, Johnfori. . In 
the*D6d?or's fyftem of government pub* 
^c liberty is Aef rid grace of ^tkberedi-- 






dcgc^e,.: bgr hisf gracioirt ^Hluawt 'gleaf* 
ibre ;; and: soiifeq^cntly^ ;(& coptfdub bist 
addtnttjr- aSs by th^-intcrBttfaioa of g^twt 
and' whoiorcuxi«ilaw3: is^ z^^numifefi ufurft4ft 
//«« upon^liis prerogative.' . Mikofe^l- 
k>ttde!d»'to:die- peoples a j a6]irfid0i»aHe< wd: 
ii«|i^knt ftaiwr in ppfiacal gover»m«nti, 
fbviihded' aipbn i joxiginal- fiipulotians fa» 
Ibe rigbts^and privikgfis;x>£-foeG fulyciftsi. 
Ilttd (tiU^di(^e modflirah^avbo^ ibould inf^ 
fringe er encroach- uj^on thefey .baw^yef 
t^tintliftedi: bj? UheralirfinaatfPbn^ a tyi^nt 
<md ' ahi ttfArpir, • aisd^J^cely . configneffc 
biRl ro tkck.vcBgeanciS^oEiiffltinjtii^ 
^j)le. r.Updn; Jx&0fen?s;/-plaH^ tbpM caa. 
l)feiftDfi«bthkig as^publiG liberty*- V^Q% 
MilmQ?^ ttibetejithe laws; ace dwlj^ e:8iQ- 
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cuted; and the people prateftcd in the 
peafc^b'te aod legal enjoyment qf their 
tiv^Si pro^penies, and itiunicipai' rights 
and privileges, there can be no'fpch 
thi^ as u/urfiUionymvfliok hands foever 
the executive power fiiould be lodged* 
From this dodtrine Milton neverfwerved ; 
and in that noble apoftrophe to Crom- 
well, in his Second Defenfe of tlie peo- 

pie of England^, he fpares not to remind 

' . ' .' ' 
liiin, what a wretch and a villain he 

would be, fhould he invade thofe liber- 
ties which his valour and magnanimity 
%ad reftored, Jf, after this, Miltoa*& 
employers deviated from his idea of their 
jduty, be it remembered, thj|t he'waS 
neither in their feqrets, nor an ipffiru- 
meat* in. their arbitrary afts or eiv:j:oach* 
G 4 mentft 



m^nt? pp.tb^ Icgpl rights gI^}» fulye^i. 
ipany l^perhaps the mofi) of wfeigh weri?^ 
to b<f j^ftificd by .the necelEty of ^^; 
tipiQs^ and ^the mali^ant ^t^pts^ of 
thofe who labourjed tareftpre that wicked; 
r^ccof (^cfpptiq rubers, thei^diY^^iwIsof, 
^yhich had upifgrmly profcflj^d ap utter 
enmity to the claiffi^ of a free people^ ^iid- 
had a^ed accordiijglyj^ in pccfedt con- 
fprmity to Dr. Johnfon's politicsil creed* 
On another hand, be it obferved, that 
in thofc Staterletters,. latinized by Mil- 
to;o^ 3W'hich remain^ and in thof? parti- 
cularjly ^written in. the name of the Pro- 
teQ;or Oliver, the ilriAcll attention is 
paid to the. 4igi^ty and importance of 
the.Britiih nation, to the prote^ion of 
trade, and the Proteftant rcKgion, By fpi- 

rited 
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ofi. Sfi/'mfedion *6f foirrier treaties, 'iii ^ 

ft^fc of ftliady dctfefinliiAtioii, of wfaicK 

there have "been few cxkmples in fiiliiei^ 

quetit times, A cfertain fign in what 

cfteem the Bf itiih gaverrinient wii held' 

at that^fickJ by all the other powers of 

Eiirop^eJ^ And a$ this was the only pto** 

viBte lA which Milton afted irad^r that' 

govei^nrtxent which Dr . J^^^^f^^ ci\h^ • ai^' 

ufurpatldn, let his ferviccs be compared 

with^tboife performed by Dr. Johnfohfcr' 

his pnefent patrons; and let the 'cbnUi- 

titt}<Aial"' ^Tiibj,ca: oi'thi ' Britilh e'Mgite * 

iudge- whidi 'bf 'riienl better defenri^i' 

the "appiaiaarian of a^ttaitOr" t6 ^ubfit^i 

i^¥lfi'oi\i2tijem6it rlghtfeoufly ei^ned' 

tto5^]^^(&l)^i!)f apfehfibiil''^' ^ '•'' '^ ' ^'^'" 
b^T; The. 



Tliel real itjhrper is the ivicked ruUr 
(her a poor people yhy whatever means the 
^9wer i^H'mio his hands,- And when- 
cfver it hiappebs that the Impmum ad op^' 
timum quemque a mnus hona itansferiury 
the fubj^ftis or fiioukl be too much in J 
teiefted in the faft to confider any cha- 
fa(fter of the'feje(9:ed ruler but his v;- 
doiis amb-itiDn^th^ violence and, injuftice 
^f his couhfcls, and the" flagitious afts by 
which they Were executed. 
' Thefe petulant relkfirionS «f the Doc* 
tor on Miitcn, might j^ maay of them^ 
e^tfily be ^iif(\^€red by recrixhination ;. we 
have often Wondered, in running over 
this nezv narrative ^ that the confciouf- 
nefs of the hiftorian*s heart did not dif- 
able his hand for recording feveral thing? 

to 



cor.-tfeer.tr^prOach: of Mikbtty ^ 'which' re- 

Mrious cQsdudL Hsts heahvay^lpelleve^ 
that the go^ecamcnt' of the^ Houfe ef 
Hanover was lefs an* ufurpaftioii tfaair thafe 
•£ Oliven Cromwell J- Having tafted the 
honey of a^peafion foe writifig mlniflfetk^ 
pamphlets^ would, he >fecl no regret in 
teturmiig once tpore tok«mgeff ^nd phi-^ 
fefophy^^ .- •• -' •.• . ■' •' ••' 

The Doftof flerhaps wtir tell us, that 
\iti& hiv vijo- <fanger/.t)f ftarving,. eyeti 
^bmigh 'his pennon. &ould' be. fufpende^ 
to-mosjrou^ '& it fa; and% wh^t kind 
of proof wUi .he i(hew th^.Mllton had noi: 
meansi of earning his bread ^ut his^ poUr- 
ticaliemglbymeiu?'?; ,! ; * ' • - . 

'^^"^ Miltoir 
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'MiltiDtv however made the experniierBt 
which happily Dr. Johnfon lias not ; and. 
that too after the Reftoration ; and re- 
fitted the temptations of court-favour, 
and the iblidttatioos o^ hw wife to accept 
of it, with a mJignaniniity which would 
do him honour with any man but the au- 
thor of die new narrative. 
./x^CkcHi'* reaibn for rejciSting this offer 
was, that ** his wilh was to live* and die 
« to honeft man." But^ fayi the Doc- 
tor, ** If he cdnfidered the Latin Secrc- 
•^ (ary as : exer<iifing any of the powers of 
** government, he that h%d Shaxcd aur 
** thority, .dtlb^r^wlth the.pfirliirncnt bir 
" Cromweil^ Inigiit have forborii to talk 
^ very loudly of liis hjooeiJy/* P» 9 ^ ^ 

' : The 



Tlie venom of this remark hsappcns to 
be too weak fx) do any mifchief. Ofutfis. 
of aU feds and complexions have dociQ 
juftice to the honefty t>f men who adhcjr-t. 
cd to their principles a^id perfiiafipnifai^^ 
though they might judge wrong: in dicf . 
choice of them. 

He goes on, ** And if he thought thcr 
*^ office mimfterial ooi}% he certainly 
*« might have honeJUy retained it tjndcr,. 
*^ thj& King.'* Not quite fo certMinlj^ 
But Milton's and Dr. JohnfoQ*? notions . 
of himtjfj^ arisfo widely <Jifferent, that we 
cannot admit thei Dof^or . to dSmate . 
Milton's honefty by his own^fcalc^ In 
th€.fin4> however^ he queftions tbe^jfaa. 
*« But this tale has. too little evidence .. 
^ to defcrve a difquifition : large offers 

^•' « and 



"and. ftw4y : rqcAiow .aye among ' the 
f^^moft^cpomion topicfcs of ^falfeheod^"^ 
That .is, :in .plain uaaffo^d' Edgiilb^ 
" No man could evar r^'ed. a large ^f* 
^^ fer, though .on^xroaditioas -ever fo te^ 
*' pugnaat to his.profeflfed principles*^ 
iBut the Dodor is but an individual, and 
his. experience- from his own particular 
cf& will notbe admkted as the ftaodaixi 
of other men's integrity^ and yet this it 
the only reafon he^givear for xeje^ng this 
anecdote, fo honourable to Milton*. 

Milton's attachment to Cromwell waa 
evidently founded op different confidera- 
tions* Thie;iKirrownieft-^ the Presjbj?^ 
tctians in .theiy. notions of Liberty, an5J 
^particularly of religious liberty, had-ap- 
})te^i^d i^pn maQiyvoccai^o^ He mam 

. :: .than 
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tijan hintsj tn his Areopagitica, their in« 
•clination to govern by the cpifcopal and 
•oppreflSve maxims of the Stuart race. 
He faw and abhorred their attempts to 
^ackTe the fiaith of Proteftants and 
Chriftians in the bonds of fyffems^ con- 
feffions, tefts, and fubfcriptibns, 

Cromweirs plan was of a more gene*, 
rous complexions and Milton's Sonnet *, 

* To CX Cromwell. 

Cromwell, our Chief of Men, that through a 
Not of war only, but diflr actions rude^ [crowd, 
•(Guided by Faith and matchiefg Fortitade) 
To Peace and Truth thy glorious way haft plovrM, 
And fought God's battles, and his works pilrfu'd. 
While Darwent ftreams with blood of Scots im- 
And Dunbar field refouad thyprjiifeB loud, [bru'^d^ 
And Worcefter's laureat wreath. Yet much rc- 
To conquer ftrll : Peace has her viaories fniains 
No lefs than thofe of War. New foes arife, 
Threat'ning to bind our Souls in fecular chains : 
H*ilp us to fave free coufcience from the paw 
Of hireling wolves, whofe gofpel is their maw. 

^ddrefled 
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ajSdrefled to him, was evidently a com- 
pliment foUQded oa the expeftation that 
he would lay the ground- work of a free 
tpleratlon in matters of religion^ without 
which fee few (what Dr. Johnfon never 
will fee) that civil liberty can never he 
eftablilhed upon its proper bafis. Mil- 
tori's adherence to Cromwell, therefore, 
was founded on the moft liberal views ; 
and while there was a profpcd of realizr 
ing the idea, was certainly irreprchen- 

Dr. Johnfon however. In fpite of every 
prefun^tion to the contrary, will have 
Milton's agency^ in politictd matters to 
•have been confidcrei as of gr^at impor- 
tance. 

^ WTien 
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/,« When a treatyi'' fays tteDttftdr, 
^f-^^jfit Swcdea was lartfuUy fufp«eti4i^, 
^^ tlhe'delAy was^mblicly' Imputed tcVKft. 
** Milton*S:.indifpofitionj andtheSwedifli 
f^ agent wis provoked to exprefs his 
'^^^ wonder, diat only one man in ^g- 
^Mafnd fiimid write Latin, and that man 

- But Whitelocfc, who was a principal 
hand in 'Negotiating' this treaty, inftead 
<rf pteading Milton's indifpofition fer.thfe 
delay, only fays, ^^the employment of 
"Mr.. Milton'^ [totrahflite the treaty} 
" was' excufed to hkn*^ [the Swedift am* 
talfedor^ *^ %ecaufe fevcral other fervants 
*^ of the council) l^tfor -that employ- 
" ment, were then abfent/* Here then 

. , * Milton's Life, p. 68. 

H the 
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the narrative is abfolutely mw^ bot|i with 
refped: to the hnportance of Milton'n 
agency, and the reafon given of the^e* 
lay. 

It is remarkable, that, in depreciating 
fuch of Milton's writings a^ thwart Dr* 
Johnfon^s political notions, the cenfure 
is always accompanied with fome evil 
imputation upon the writer's head or bis 
heart. He obferves of his ferious tradfa 
in general, thztH^il grows darker at hif 
/r^ww ;. borrowing, to /make his abufe 
more tally, an expreffion from Milton 
himfelf. In his treatifes of civH power in 
ecdejiajlical cafes ^ and of the means of rer 
fnoving hirelings out «f the churchy ^* He 
*^ gratified his malevolence to the ^ler- 
*^ gy**' In writing his pamphlet called, 
X A ready 
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A ready and eafy way to efiahitjli a free 
commonwealth y^'^ He v^zsfantaftical enough 
" ro think, that the nation-, agitated as 
^* it was, might be fettled by it ;" aftd 
his hdties upon a fe^mtjn of Dr* Griffiths, 
" Averc fobli(h,'and the effect of kickivg 
^^ when he could ti6ijirike.'^' 
' If controverfial fame were thus to' be 
purchafed*. Dr. Tohnfon might be efieem- 
ed the firft of writers in that province, 
for no man ever exprefled his abiife in a 
more inimitable ftyfe* of abufe; And 
though he may . fometimes create fufpi- 
cioris that -he has either never read, or 
does not fahderftarid the writings he fd 
peremptorily ceiifures; yet the vehicle 
isr pleafing,-and ^:he reputation he has 
gained by his labours of more general 
H 2 utility 



utility precludes all examination, and he 
cxpe6ts his fcandalousrfironicle fliould 
be licenfed and received upon his own 
bare word. 

^^ For : Milton to complain of evil 
*^ tongues,** fays the Dodtor, '^ required 
*' impudence at leaft equal to his other 
^^ powers ; Milton, whofe warmeft ad- 
" vocates muft allow, that he never 
^' fpared any afperity of reproach, or bru- 
^^ tality of infolence/' 

Milton wrote in a public conteft for 
public liberty : and he generally in that 
conteft was upon the defenjive. The af- 
perity of his reproaches feldom exceeded 
the afperity of th<5 wickednefs upon 
which thofe reproaches were beftowed. 

Brutality 
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.. Brutality is 2t word of an ill found, 
and required fome inftances to juftify the 
imputation of it. When thefe are given, 
we wiH readily/ join iflue in the trial, 
whether Milton or. his adverfaries were 
tie more brutal or more infolent. They 
who would reduce mahkind to a brutal 
flavcryy under the dcfpQtifmof a lawlefs 
tyrant, forfeit all claim to the rationality 
of iiiiman beings ; and.tio ttogue Can be 
called evil for giving them their proper 
appdlatidn. . ^ 

Neither Dr. Johrifon nor we can pre- 
tend^ at this diftance of time, to aflign 
the pjrecife caufes of Milton^s complaint. 
Evil tongues are common in all ttines; 
our hi£lori€;s inform us, that the times of 
ChairleslL were not good. Milton per- 
H 3 haps 



haps is not unhappy in beitig out of the 
reach of the prefent times; but whether 
he is, even in the prefent times, dut; of 
the reach^of evil tongoes, -let the iJeaders' 
of the new narrathe candidly judge; - ' - ' 

Impudence is an attribute withwhicli 
bur Biographer hath^qmlified .Mitabnr 
more than once ; and it feems' to hav8 
fhocked t\ic moekjiy^ of DrvJohnfon.that3 
blenniih of that kind fhould deform the 
•hafadefxjf his Jiero. .! 

Parcius ijldy good Dodor ! Nikdmtfs 
et qui U-'But Churchill and KenKck are 
no more, -and theDo<9x)r may eafily- an-p 
nihilate their authority by writing n0w 
fiarratives of what they were. 

There is however, it feems, one* of 
Milton's profe-trafts, in which the Doc- 
tor 
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tor'finds no impudence ; it is his treatife of 
^rue Religion, berefy, fchifniy toleration, 
ani'^e beft means to prevent the growth of 
popery. 

' « This little- traft," fays he/ " is mo- 
^^ deftly written,* with refpedful mention 
^^ of the Chiicch of England and the 
^* thirty-nine articles.^' 

True, fo fat as the Church of Eng- 
land declares againft Popery, But, uih- 
happily for this refped, Milton brings 
thefe declarations in reproof of the 
church's pradtice;' and moft ably con* 
futes the pretence of the Church of Eng* 
land; ^^ that (he only enjoins things in- 
** different." And even this he calls per- 
fecution. 

• H 4 *' If 
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'' If it be alked/* fays Milton, ^'how. 
*^ far it fliould be tolerated ? I anfwer^ 
*^ doubtlef? equally, as being all Protef- 
*^ tants ; that isj on all occasions to give 
*^ account of their faith, either by ar- 
'^ guing, /preaching in their feveral af-, 
" femblies, public writing, and the free-s 
^* dom of printing/' 

. If fuch toleration Ihould have its free 
CQurfe, unreftrained by canons, fubfcrip^ 
tions, and uniformity-adts, unallured by- 
temporal emoluments, and unterrified 
by temporal cenfures, there mufl: of 
courfe be an end of the civil Eftablifli- 
ment of the Church of England ; whicli 
is here as effeftually condemned, as it is 
in thofe former trads of the author's ia 
which he is fo fevere on prelatical ufur- 

pations. 
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pati<ms. The only difference is, that there^ 
in the Doftor's account, hp is impvident, 
and here he is-modeft* 

^^Portune/ fays the Po<9:or, " ap- 
'^ pears not to have had much of MUtcMi's 
*^ care *." How is this chara&er fup* 
ported by the ioftances that follow^ con-* 
fiftently with the account above given, 
that Milton,. " having tailed the honey of 
*^ public employment, would not return 
^^to hunger and philofopby /** 

'^ There is yet no reafon to believe 
*^.that he was ever reduced ,to indi- 
^'^gence t ;** and we will add, ** nor to 
" the profped: of it ;" for what the 
Dodtor fays, that he was " given up ta 

* Mjlton*8 Life, p. i37« 
\ Ibid. p. 136, 

^^ poverty 
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^ poverty ind" h'opefeft' IndignTation,^** 
tpon his foliciting the repayment pf his 
loan to the parliamtot in Vain, onlyferves 
fo Ihew h6w dctttoHiif thtrDdftoT can 
fiH' up~ the chafms of iadtheritic hift6ry 
by thd" fertility of his ilHagiriatiph, And 
that *''his wants being few, were com-^ 
" petently fupplied;*** Is an argument 
that he could as eafily return to his phi- 
lofophyas part with his affluence. 

From this character- of Milton the 
Dodot would Ihrink if he could, and 
purddwn the merit of it amdlig the7tf- 
pics cffal/ebood; but ^ his draw-backs 
upon it only end in furniifes palpably 
inconfiftent with that unabated conftan- 
cy of mind in Milton, which even the 
fiew narrative could not difguife; an 

obfer- 
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obfervatkm which belongs' ta more ar-* 
tides : b£Lthis remarkable compoiition 
than this before us. 

.' The Doftor^s ijext debate with him*"- 
^If is concerning Milton^ religion. ,Tht 
appearafaces in this part of Mikon^s hii^ 
tory puzzled Mr. Peck before hfm, wha,- 
aftcr deeBnti5r drawing the faw.to and 
again, fiaceS' Milton in Quakcriiha. . ': . ; 
; Dr. Jol^nfbn feems to think he was o£ 
no church, merely, as. It fliould feeih, 
becaufe he was neithetrof tho ChurcK 
of Roine,. nor of the Chuceb of Eng- 
land. ■ , 
If not, to what purpofe is the foUoW'* 
ing refledfcioh ? 

• ** To be of no church is dangerous* 
*' Religion, of which the rewards arc 

« diftant. 



*f diftant, and .which is animated onlp 
*f by fkithand hope, will; glidfifby de-' 
*^ grees out of the mind, unle(s it be in-. 
•'^: vigorated and reimprefled h^ external 
** ordinances, by. ftated callsr.tonworfhip, 
^f and the falutary influence of exam- 
«pie*/' . ; /...:;'... 
• The mere cant; of every popife forma- 
Ufi, who fetshin^lf to ihew idutt images 
are the books :bfctheigriorattr:p3id that 
without theih the common: people! xan 
have no religion; ' - :' 

We cannot admits evcniBh:.^'jQhnTon'3 
experience to decide this matter for us i 
who indeed ' hath immed&tdy ^eftrbyed 
his own hypothefis, by acknowledging 
that Milton/ who aflbciatedwitfh no par- 

• Life, p. 140, 

ticular 
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ticular church, ^^ appears ta have had- 
'^ full convidiop of the truth of Chrifti- 
^f .anity ; to have regarded the holy fcrip- 
*^^ tures with the profoundeft veneration ; 
** to have been untainted with any here- 
of tical peculiarity of opinion ; and to 
^^ have lived in a confirmed belief of the 
^ immediate ajid occafional agency of 
^ Providence.'* - 

^^ And yet, he grew old without any 
f ^ vifible worfhip/' Does it follow from 
hence, that Milton grew old without any 
worihip at all ? , 

,Yes, truly, fuch is th?. conclufion, 
" In the diftribution of his hours there 
fVwas no hour of prayer, either folitary 
" or with his houfehold ; ppaitting pub- 

'Mic 
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« lie pra)rer/hc omitted all.**'* And then' 
he precedes to account for it. *-' 

* But theie particulars, wherever the'- 
Dodtor got them, muft have come from" 
perfons who had no more honeft buiinefs 
m John Milton's clofet thati Dr. Johhfon* 
himfeif, who never canie there, nor can* 
poflibly know tvhat was done, or what 
was omitted in it. If " his ftudies and* 
'* meditations were ah habitual prayer,'* 
what occafion had he for a ftated hour, 
which, being a circumftance in the vijible 
worlhip of a private man,* may as fooii 
be a token- of pharifaical bftentation or 
popife fuperftttion as of cordial piety ! 
\ Nor^perhaJ)s would Milton Tiave ac- 
cepted df-Dr<^Johnfon*s apology for his 
dmiffion of family worfhip, or have ac- 
knowledged 
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knowledgjed' Jit: to be a fatdt;. ^|ilton 
perhaps mighty tjKink it fiifficienttb teach 
bis familjlltt); pray for th^mfelves ; every 
one as Ise or Jhe Jhould knfiw^ ff^e. plague of 
bis or her WJtn, hfffrf. Miltcfft had doubt- 
lefs known, by. expedience, hoW incon- 
gruous it was to truft'his o\\^n prayers to 
the mouth of another man.j and he 
might thiijik it equally improper in him 
to dictate to the individuals of his family 
prayers upfuitable, for aughi; he could 
knqw without auricular confeffipn, tp 
their feveral cafes,' 

. All this however is mere fpeculation 
on one fide and-the other. . We lefirn 
from a tale of Richardfon's, that one of 
hi^ family at kaft attended public wor^ 

. fliip; 



fliip ; and mare of tb«n might, for ahy 
thing the Dbdtbr knows to the dohtrary.: ^^ 

The Do&oT next atta^cks Milton's po- 
litical charader. 

' <* His political notions were thofe of 
^^ an acrimonious ancj furly republican.*^ 
• When an honefl man has occafion to 
jcharaderife his enemy, particularly in 
matters of opinion, he fliould keep a 
&n<Gt watch over himfelf, that his pre^ 
judices do not tranfport him to imputa- 
tions which are either falfe, or may be | 
retorted upon himfelf. . 

The world would have gpveiiDr J6hn«^ 
fon credit for his inveterate hatred of 
republican notions, without his quali- 
fying them with the epithets of amm^^^ 
iUous and furly, as exhibited by Milton, 

whofe 
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1 whofe defenders mighty with equal juf-^ 
tice at leaft, call him an acrimonious and 
furly Rojalift. 

But was Dr. Johnfon's quarrel with 
I Milton's notions merely that they were 
I republican, that is to fay, notions adverfc 
I tokingly government? Hath he /2/«;«jfl 
revered kmgs as fuch, kings defaSiOy or 
kings only fo and fo qualified ? 

We confefs ourfelves to be of that clafs 
of men who are willing to receive iii- 
ftrudion from all quarters; and the. 
news*papcr of the day being juft brought 
in, we learn, from an extrafit jn it ftom 
Dr. Johnfon's Life of Smidi, that Gilbert 
Watmfley was a Whig with all the viru- 
lence and malevolence of his ps^tty, aud, 
I t^at 
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thattlie DodJor was of diiFerent hctiOM 
and opinions *• 

But we are well informed, that Mr. 
Walsnfley was no republican, but ftfong- 
ly attached in principle to the fueceffioa 
of the Houfe of Hanover* If for this 
attachment he was, in Dr. Johnfon^t; 
efteem, a virulent and malevolent Whig, 
we Ihould be glad to know what precife- 
ly arechofe notions and opinions wherein 
he differed from his friend Walmfley > 
Perhaps at the bottom the grudge is na 
more than that neither Milton nor Walm^ 
fley would allow Dr. Johnfbn to chufe a^ 
King for them* 

" It is not known,** fays the Doftor^ 
^ that Milton gave any better feafoa^ 

• St, James'^ Chronicle, July 31, I779. 

*' [for 



^ £for hi^ rtpuWican notions] than that a 
^ fopular g&vernm^nt was the mjl frugal^ 
^^ for that the trappings of a monaHhy 
^ would fit vp oH ordinary Common-^ 

* In the E/xiwy ^Rua-iKnoi King Chaflei 
fafys, or is made, to fay, *^ that Kings 
"^^ are the greateft patrons of law, juftice; 
^^ CMrder, and religioii, on earth.*^ 

To tl^is Milton replies, ^What pa- 
*^ trons they be tiod in fcriptuYe oft 
^enough hath expreft; and the ^rfh 
*^ itfclf hath too long groaned uhdet the 
** burden of their injuftice, dilbrd^r, and 
"^ irreiigion f /' 

A plafa man would think this a- better 
teaforii tf true/ foif a repuBlioaii g^veril- 

* > ** liHe, pV i/^ii '. :* ■ • 

4 Iconoclaftes, chap, xxviu. 

i .^ . I 2 jnent. 
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ment, than merely the expence of jno-» 
i^archy. ^t let thye Biographer hi|ve hU^ 
way,. 

^^ It is furejy a yery narrow policy that 
** fuppofes money to be the chief good/* 
^t \% Is as furely afferted by us^ that no 
m^deft maa can find any f^ch poQ^ion im 
allMilton'« works. The political m^jm, 

• that money is not the chiefqft gopd, 
. ivould ftand with aoiuch fairer, fac^ in 
*the traft intituled, " Taxation no T>v 

• *^ ranny^'* in order to pr-evail with the 

people ^ bleed freely, and fubmit chearr 

fully: to the pecwijary. demands of the 

miniftry j for that the expence of a court 

is . :f^ fpr tfee mf^ft part only a particular 

. " kind of traffick, by which money is 

.^f circulated without any national impo- 

,*^ veriflunent.'' 

Truicai 
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Tritical aphorifrtis flibuld Vt uiuvcr- 
fally and uneqtikocally tm&^ taHlimited 
by fuch infertion*, as, for tie tmfi part. 
The cxpence of a court is an expreffion 
relative ta a thoufand articles beyond 
what Milton called the trappings of Mo^ 
riarchy. Admit that a traffic^ ftotdetarii- 
mental to the nation; tnight ht carried 
on With thofe vrho- furnifti the -articles 
cAAiprehendcd in wbaf is cdied the civii 
lift, yet are thofe ' articles 'aW the trdSc 
-which conies' witliin the defcriptionof the 
*^ expcnee of a^ court ?^ Have we not 
heard, feme centwies ^o>.e>f trafficking 
with oowt-m^ney and court-honey,^ for 
courtly irote^', and courtly efiays, to 
'countenance and abet courtly encroach- 
ments ; whereiff a reciprocation of pxdfit 
I J Is 



of &Mr and itJbaU bpgiwtk mto^ fc¥ ? 
, J»t|>efoii>mw?l^iwti0nr<rfitl>few^ 
indiyidiials are uBpoyeriih^d by their 
flebtsi and it wQuW l^ ftfpnge if n^tionai 
debt ihouM have ii0 teQ4^ncy to natipnal 
poyArty^ ^iid it wqu14 .b^ Sill ftr4t!ger> 
if, when .the account of our awq debtf^ 
iDdsabe ;to be a^diiqe<J> ao .pari of theojt 
&(»aki appear to have be^n contr^ed by 
the txp0bi:i >/;^ '<^^r<- \ \ i . ' 

• . Dr^ Johnftm ; is rfrai^ j3>at MUtoif> rp-^ 
puldi«»ifm wa3 fwoded *< irii^an envious 
^^ hatiredrrf ^reatnefe, ,Aftd » fvUei| ^firc 
^f of independenfte.i i«i. petulance^. ii©- 
♦* patient of contr0yl.; and pride, dif- 
f * dabful of fuperiorlty;. . He hated ;ii0- 
***iiardi3,ia the ftWe^ wA prelates b tie' 
* t . : *^ church ; 
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•* chtircli; for he hacted al! wKoitt he wai 

** required to obey. It h to ht ftifpe&ed, 

** that his predbmmant dcfire watto de- 

** ftroy, rather than to eftablift, and 

f* that he felt not fo much the love of 

** liberty, as repugnance ta authority/*' 

Great is the witclicraft of words, and 

it prevaileth I How many headers will 

be impofed upon by this unmanly abitfe 

of MHton, who will never confider that 

the following charaderisatlcaft equally 

true of his calumniator ! 

*^ It IS to be feared that ^s loyklty 

'** was founded on an idolatrous venera- 
^ tion of greatnefs, and an abjcfi fond- 
** hefSi for dependence ; in fycophantry, 
^impatient of hunger and philofophy, 
** and in a meannels difdatnful of no lii- 
I 4. ** crative 



** crativc drudgery. He loved Kings 
" in the Hate, becaufe he loved all wIkt 
^' paid him for his fervices ; and Biihops 
** in the church, from a confcioufnefs of 
^^ wanting abfolutipn. It is to be fuf- 
^^peded, that his predominant dcfire 
** wasj to deftroy public liberty, rather 
** than to eftablifli legal authority, and 
*^ that he felt not fo much anxiety for 
^* the real honour of princes, as delight 
*f in theflavilh hupailiation of their fub* 
^^jeds.^ 

Of all the writers upon political fub- 
jeds, Milton left the l^aft room for fears 
zadfujpicions. He is open and explicit 
in all his reproofs of lawlefs power and 
oppteffion^ civil and eccleliaftical. Envy 
at greatneJTs and fviperiority in Milton's 

fituation. 
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fitmtion, would neceflarily have impliedl 
his confbnt endeavour to attain: thft 
greatnefs and fuperiority he envied. Hu 
addreffes to the Parliament are undenia- 
ble tefiimonies of bis readinefs to fubmit 
to every ordinance of man which was not 
a terf4ir to good works ; and the only dif- 
ference between Milton's fyftem of go- 
vernment and Dr. Johnfon's is^^ that the 
former feated the laws above the King ; 
^id the latter enthrones the monarch 
above the laws. 

Some portions of common lenfe how- 
ever are yet left among us. Witnefs the 
following remark, tranfcribcd from the • 
news-paper above cited. 

*^ With what emphajis do minifters 
*^ and men m power pronounce the words 

^* S£R- 



^ ^iSR^cfi andoBET ? and libw great and 
*^ref5[)c£fablfe'd6 they think thtmfelves 
•* when they fay, THiE king ky master t 
** They defpifc the republJcans, wht> 
^ only are free, and who are certainly 
^ more troble than they.** * 

In coficlufion, the good Dodtor turn^ 
ievefdroJ)pdr i and, to warn the public 
againft the principles* of the mifcreant 
Milton, coridefcends to inform us of 
*what paffed In the domeftic privacies ctf 
his family. ** Milton's charadrer, in his 
** domeftic relations, was fevere and ar- 
** bitrary,** How does he know this^ 
♦^ His family confifted of women,** he 
tells you, '* and there appears, in hts 
** books, fomething like a Turkifh con- 
** tempt of' females, as Subordinate anii 

^' in- 
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♦^ mftti6xh^$}^l'\ A moftliriaous oP 
i fence!, ^pi^ to muiier the vhok 
multitude of £i%lt& Amazcms againft 
Mm* But tke^eftiion is not. coDocnikig 
what 13 mbisbookjs^ beut wfa^tpsiled ia 
his kitchen and paidour« . Wq .wont in« 
ftanced ;. and h«re they are i, ** That his 
.-•^ own daiaghfers niight not;. break the 
f^ ranks,, hfetfu&re'dthem to be depref- 
^fifed by a mean and peikurious educa* 
f^tion,*' • 

The impudence of Belial would he 
iA>aihed at fagr6& a mifreprefentation^ 
IkGlton's daughters grew inD|)adent o£ 
reading what they did nor underhand.;. 
«his impatience " broke out more and 
" moce .into expreffions of uneafimefej*' 
What had tb^y i»w to expeft from thefr 

Turkifli 
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Turkifli father? what' I but ftripes ancf 
imprifonxnent in a dark chamber/ and a 
dafly pittance of bre^id and^tvater. No 
fuch matter; They were relieved from 
their task^ and** fenfeoutto learn fome 
•* curious and ingenious forts of manii- 
^* fadure that were prc^r for womeii 
•* to learn^ particularly iinbroideries in 
*^ gold and filver *J[ And how far this 
branch of education was from being 
cither mean or penurious in thdfe daysj 
^he remains of thefe curious and inge- 
nious works, performed by accompliihcd 
females of the higheft and nobkft: ex^ 
tra&ion, teftify to this Tery day^ 

To account fov this tyrmsny of Miltdn^ 
"over his females^ the Do&or' fiys, ' <'Hc 

* Philips j p. xKii, 
• * - «* thought 



f ^ thought woman made only for obe^ 
^^ 4i?nce;, and naan only for rebel- 
'Mien,*'.'' 

.. In the fir ft metnber of this quaint an* 
lithefis the Dodor perhaps did not guefs 
far amifs at Milton's tbougkt* He feems 
to haye t^^cn of St, Paul's opinion, that 
*^wpmen were niade for obedience." 
But JPaul and ]|4alton had different ideas 
of rebellion from.tbofe of Dr, Johnfon^ 
Xhat.Prynne, Burton, and BaftwicI^, 
were rebels, in Dr.^hnfon's icale, nq. 
one can doubt. And y^tthey had cer- 
tainly an eq^ual. right to infiit upon the 
privileges of Engliihmen againft Diu 
f^udand his aflefibrs, as Paul had to 
^plead thgfe of a Roman citizen* againi^ 

* Life, p. i44« 

the 



the chlei ^i^akj Lyfias; latnd even to 
TOquire tliat tfcpe /aid Atcb'biftop fliauld' 
^repair to the ieveral j)rifons of thefe fuf-' 
.ferers te ,^sflt i^eir pardett^ «ad to con- 
4iu<9: them- ki' pci^ and With hefi^aw^ 
^mit ef their coi^Bement ; as was done 4» 
the cafe of Pkiil and Silafs, by the ma^ 
gifkates of Philippi; who (however th6 
.Kographer may ftomaeh the idea of ^\adii 
ti humiliation Hf this iikagnanimoM pre^ 
Jate) feem to have tmdei^ftoed the honour 
fitte ta the laws trf- theif» couotry, and 
the rights of ^free ^tizeas^ fomefehiog 
bettfcr than either Ab|).- Laud or Dr4 
Jbhnfon.' - -• 

"' ' But, afeer df, wo«d Dr, JohnfeA l*all 
(is ti the tortvferfe of the^ ftiMSttiiilt^hfc 
aicribes to JAikpni »*t tenet of his 
-••-» own 
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ohm ocftttSogcf ? What Ids finiayMron* 
nexions with females may be we profefii. 
nbt to know!; but we canqot believe 
tkat he is fo far i& love wkh petticoat* 
go v e n m i c pt y as to fubfcribe to the |i70^ 
pofidon^ that ^iten ^trrihade <kily for. 
^ obedknfee,. ahd women ohly for rebel* 
^ lion." 

But beffe we take our leaire of his Ttevf 
tatn^ivs^ katii^ Us ifait^hires on Mil- 
ton's poetry' to ifae e:2Csimnafio]i of critics 
bf prOffbiSoii ; all of wfakmi^ we af:e per^* 
fmded^ will not approve them mereljT 
becaafe they came from Br- Johafon«: 
They will obferve that they are tamted* 
ttoboghbdt with the efieds of an inVe- 
Derate hicred to Milton^s. politics^ widk 
^wl^ck^ M theBk^grapberofaPoettfae 

author 
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author of Paradifc Loft, the Critic had 
very little to do. 

His comparifon of Shakefpeare and 
Milton, in his poetical Icale, is with re- 
fpedt to their capital performance con- 
temptibly cfaildiib. Homer did not, 
perhaps could not, write like Ariltopha- 
nes : what then ? does that detrad; from 
the merit of Homer in his peculiar walk> 
" But Shakefpeare could haye. wrote 
"[%^ written] like Mikon." Perhaps. 
not. At leaft it is more than Dr. John*; 
fon knew, or could prove, for want of: 
inftances whereon to found his compa^. 
rifon. 

There is a fine indeed in which they, 
pay be compared; they both wrote fonT 
nets, and little detached pieces of poetry*^ 

Few 
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Few of Milton's pfcape with^yt fqme 
mark pf Dr* Jphnibn's fcara qr e^ecrai. 
tioB. Might aqt a like-mb<Jpd critic or 
CfilYiller trarp at fbme of Shakefpeare's 
performances of thi^ claf^ wit^ . lequai 
jiiftice and equal malignity ? And where 
does all this end ? Why Shakefpcare 
was the abler aiid more gentlcmianrlike 
puolter of the two. 

We &ould perhapflr be*degra<k4:iA>t<> 
t^ daft of fuck cavillers fliould v^fS; exr 
j&efs wr ^iflike fs>f Dr* J^hnfon'? ftyle ; 
hut ismnd^r itfelf muft allow, that rfiere 
are periods m It which require to be 
tratofl^ted into mielligibk Engliih, evea^ 
where the fentiment is trivial eijough 
for the conception of an honeft John' 
Tiiot^ ' ' - ■ ■ ■ '•' 

K For 
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Tor example : « But the reputatloii 
*' and price of the copy itiU adranced, 
•^ tSil the Revolution put anend to^'/A^ 
^^ fecrefy of lovt^ Mid Pat^adife Loft broki 
*^ into t)pen view with Jvfficient fecuritj 
^^ vf kind Yecef lion ^'' 

Many more inftances might be gtvea 
from this new narrative^ where the 
(^uaintnefs of the antithefis^ as here, 
borders upon the burlefque ; and we are 
loo often put in mind, by Dr. Johnfon's 
ilyle, of what we remember a worthy 
Oxford tutor faid to his pupils of the 
-ftyle t)f Seed^s Sermons : *^ B^s will imi^ 
^^ tate tt ; and boys will -be fpBikd by imU 
*' fating !/•'• 

* Life, p. 11:9. 

* Let 
7 
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Let Dr. Johnfon however enjoy his 
reputation of fine writing, and the praifes 
of his admirers even to adulation^ ,but 
let him.and them remember and remark, 
that no fublimity of ftyle, no accuracy 
of expreffion, can ennoble the meannefs, 
or atone for the virulent malignity of 
bis political refentment againft Milton, 
exhibited in this new narrative^ 

POSTSCRIPT. 

'.A certain foreign antiquary, having 
occafion to defcribe a medal of Milton 
among thofe of other learned men, gives* 
the following charader of the map and 
his writings : 

Kz* Jo- 
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■' JoAimES Milton Anglus Londmen&, 
ejus nomims patre catholico natus, anno 
1 60S. ab cujus pietate, ac. fide quam 
longiffiine receffit, feftas omnes. aetema: 

. confequendae falutis aptas^utans, exccp- 
ta Catholica Romana,. ut aperte afferuit 
in impio fuo de n)€rareiigkne lihro ; opti- 

, mis litter Is dodrinaqueimbutus, iisabu- 
fus eft plerumque deteftabilia feditioia-. 
que fcribendo, violenterque, atque inur- 
bane prorfus, quae femel confcripferat 
adverfus meliora fentientes defenfandoi ; 
abfolutam, nuUifqua divinis, vel huma- 
nis legibus circumfcriptam libertartem iit 
votis habuifle paffim . deprehenditw: ; 
malus chriftianus, malus ciris, :boiui9 
tamen poeta fuit, carminibus Anglici?, 
Latinis et Italicis feliciter ufus; ejus 

. Poeina, 
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Poema, cui titulum fecit // Faradifo per^ 
dutOj quodque Thufco noftro foluto ver- 
fu tranftulitRalliu>i> ingenti Eruditorum 
plaufu exceptutn eft, proque eo elegans 
numifma cum cffigie Miltoni cufit Joan- 
ftcs Dafficrius, habens ab oppofito proio> 
parentum fedudionem, ac expulfionem, 
cum epigraphe : 

PIRA DVLCE CANIT ALTER HOMERVS. 

Nemo pejus unquam adverfus regiarri 
poteftatem majeftatemque calamum a- 
cuit '*• 

Dr. Johnfon's motives for charad:crif- 
ing Milton in his new narrative feem to 
have been much of a fort with thofe of 



I ' ♦ Mufeum Mozziichellianum feu Niimifmata 
virorum do£lTina praeftantiiim — a Tetro Anto-i 
nio de comiilbus gaetanis Brixiaao Fieibytero 
illuilrata. 1765. 
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this^Petcr Anthony, with this difference, 
that the. abufe bellowed upon the bard 
by the latter feems to have been more a 
matter of neceffity. 

A pricft of the church of Rome would 
certainly confider, that an elogium upoa 
Milton's poetical merit, delivered with- 
out a fevere cenfure of his uncatholic 
opinions, might expofe him to fome un- 
toward fufpicions of his own heterodoxy 
among his fuperiors. 

One would indeed imagine that a Pro- 
teftant writer of the Life of Milton the 
Poet, could have no fuch temptation to 
deal out inveftives ag^inft his fpeculativc 
opinions. And yet we have inftances 
where an inbred zeal for apartieular opi- 
nion, would operate with a,n equal viru- 
lence 
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tcAce upon a proteftant as upon a pbptA 
bigot. For exampk, in the article of 
iruihy it isjuft as credible, that Sir Clm& 
topher Milton adhered to the party of 
Charles L in obedience to the laws of his 
countr)*^, as that his brother John re- 
volted from the piety and faith of his 
father. 

On another Band, that Dr. Johnfon 
Vas a& much fcandalized at the intpieiy 
of Milton's political fentiments, as Fa^ 
ther Anthony was at his hereticat praivity, 
cannot be doubted. Perhaps too the 
Dodor had his fuperiors to pleafe, as 
'well as the prieft ; and they ought to-do 
him the juftice to acknowledge, that he 
'hath done his duty in charafterizing 
Mkon, with a petulance and malignity 
. ' ' K 4 that 



^t;\vauW not have rais^cotxui .the fuw 
pjex^tious. bigotry of a monk ia a cloys* 
ter^ ,_ . . .-. - 

Th^ Dodor^ia fpeculatipg upon, Dry <» 
dien's peryerfiou to popery, and (^om^ 
ofi tUeReview^r^ pf bis prefaces exprefl^ 
it) ^f attepapting ingenioufly to extejii^ 
^^ ate it^'* concludes that, EnquirUs inigt 

No truly, not when Dry den's apoftacy 
1^ to be extenuated iy»oSc when poor Milr 
toi^*^5 fin5 are to be ipgeruoufiy aggraratedj, 
na Spaniih Inc^uifitor r^ore iharp-fighted 
to difcern the devil phiyix^ hi3 pranks ia 
the heart of the poor culprit^ or more^ 
ready to conduA hica to aa auto defe^ 

In Dryden's cafe, the prefurapti<Hi ity 
that *^ ^ comprehenfive is likewife a» 

*^ elevated 
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ff elevated foul,, and that whoever is m£c^ 
^* is likewife honcft* ' Bwt Hit is natuf 
ral to hope thLs^ why not hope it of 
Miltoaas well ^sof Dryden:? Where i^ 
the competent impartial judge, who will 
admits that Milton's foul was Itfs conxy^ 
pxehenfiye or Icfs elevated than the fou|. 
irf Dryden ? 

But what occafion for all this grimac^ 
m accounting for Dry den's tranfitiJpsf 
from what he did or did not profefs to 
the church of Rjome? Dr. John0n 
ought to have been fatisfied with Dry- 
den's own account ki his tale of the Hind 
and the Panther ;. the rather, as he therer^ 
ieems touhave verified hy experience Dr/ 
Johnfon's maxim, that *^ he that is of no 
♦^ church can have no religion.*' He 

firankly 
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frankly confeffes, that having' no flead'y 
principle of reKgion in his youth, ot 
even in his maturer years,' he, finally fet 
up his reft in the chufch of Rome : and 
indeed if the eflentials of religion con- 
lift in the trappings of a church, he could 
not have made a better choice *•. 

Dryden was reprehenfible even to in- 
famy for his own vices, and the licen- 
tious encouragement he gave in his writ- 
ings to thofe of others. But he wrote an 
antirepublican poem called Abfaloni and 
Achitophel; and Dr. Johnfon, a man of 
high prefcnfions to moral charaAer, calls 

* Bp. Burnet, fpeaking of Dryden's conver- 
fon, fays, *' If his grace and hie wit improve 
** both proportionably, we (hall hardly find that 
** he hath gained much by the change he ha« 
** made, from having no religion to chufe one of 
*' the worft.'* Rej Ij to Mr. Varillas,. p. 1 39. 

him 
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hiai a wifp aii4 an honeft man. Milron 
was a mail of the chaftefl; manners, both* 
in his conyerfation and his writings. But 
he wrote lemochJliSy and in the fame Dr#. 
Jofanfon^ eftecm was botfe a knave and 
a fool. 

The church of Rpn)e fubiftitutes or- 
thodoxy for every virtue under heaven* 
And loyalty among the high Royalifts 
canonizes every rafcal and profligate with 
a full and plenary abfolution. Thef^ 
are, it is true, apiong the vileft and 
meaneft partialities of the defpotic fac- 
tion ; and Dr, Johnfon, confcious of his 
merit in other departments, Ihould blulh, 
and be humbled, to be found in the lift of 
fuch miferablcs. 

' We 



We "have lately met ^♦ifh k'p[tCi6axt 
jpiece of vengeance taken af> Milton by 
^ j)bor fellow who bad -Aifieifed tinder his 
lafli for conveying into\th€ worlds Md^ 
ins\ or rather Du Maulin^s^ ^< Clamor 
^^ Regit Sanguinis J^ 

Juff before the Reftot^tion, Robert 
Creyghton, chaplain- to Charles IL and 
his attendant in his exile, a man of learn* 
ing, procured a handfome atid valuable 
edition of Sylvefter Sguropvilus's Hiftory 
of the council of Florence, in Greeks 
The printer of it ^as Adrian Vlacq, of 
the Hagtie, who yet fmarted from the 
ftripes infliAed upon .him by Milton 
fome years before. Adrian now thought 
he had a fine opportunity of taking his 
amends. For this purpofe he prevailed 
4 with 
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with Crcyghton-to^cha^a£^srize MUtto 
in the preface tt>. his book^ but without 
naming him^ left both the edkor aod- 
the ' printer iboukl Ai^er for their temerl<« 

: ty, the Refloration b^ing yet in embryo. 
Some of hi?. rhetoric we Ihall tran^* 
fcribe: 

** Nee fais i3a>quam pajiafitis indiguit 

' ^^ fanaticum illud genus hominum, qui 
*^ exitiali faeundiaaciaaaii.fctnpcr in pfo- 

•^^einftuilanj:^ et qua jubentur, Hnguas 
*^ venaies ,ikavint> eoruoa jur^piffima 
'^ crtaiina ut viftutes collMdatot, alionim 
^^f omnium dQte$ delate fatyri» perfo^ 
"^^ diunt, et in.Deum yijfbxBXyft fmstur 
* *' perduellis tnandaverity profaitt ejo*- 
-*^ qucntia arietes. admovere non erubef- 
^«f.<«nt*** 

And 
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And again, 

*' Regicidium commendant poflferis, 
*^ ut Heroici facinoris exemplum fingu- ' 
'^lare. Everfionem ecclefiae, extirpa- *^ 
*l'tionem regni, regiique (anguinis, inter 
«^ fafta fortiffima numerant/' 

Again, fpeaking of the ftyle of the 
Writers on the fide of the parliament, he 
fays : 

- ** Qui fruftam cum femente conferre 
*^ vellet fatius niulto judicaret ad rudem ' 
'^ illam, fed honeftam Latins, orationis 
** balbutiem (monkiih Latin) revertere 
*' quam fie in Marci Tullii ac Titi Livii 
^ viridariis expatiari, pollucibiliter men- 

<^tiri^&c/* > ^ 

■ . ■ , ♦ ' • 

' «' :Atld 
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And laftly, . • ; 

' ^* Turn d€ Regtbus, fi quis forte for* 
^^ tuna enCQiTikftice fcripferit, . fuccen- 
^^ fent, frendtint, debacchantur^ et in 
'^ omne latus xjbftreperain. volvunt fa- 
*^ cundiam, ne quis Rex pro ^io habe- 
*^ atur, quando ipfi in omnium Regum 
*^ facpofanda capita tarn impii j^L impiej 
^^ detonuerunt,*' 

The allufion hepe to Milton and his 
-works could not have been plainer, with- 
*out naming him. The prefacer well 
,knew Milton's zeal for his caufe, and his 
abilities in defending it. He knew not 
hut he might yet be difpofed to do him- 
felf and his party juftice at his [Creygh- 
iOtt^s] expence, and he chofe therefore, 
both for the poor printer's fake and his 

own, 
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own, to make the abufe general, <hat 

be mi^ hirt toom to %;, ths^ Milton 

vras not the man he meant, though the 

two iaftcitat bm wo^M noC 9pply to any 

ethev msn that then was^ or ever had 

l>cen, upon the face of the e^rth* Such 

iwfls the tierror thsLt Milton's nam^ ilruck 

.antoti&e bsarts of his opponents, even 

^ ivhen his party was rapidly approaching 

?tbeir £aal dilibiution* 



fXSf 
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jiddition to the Pojlfcript. 

— Such was the awe that MiLtroa's 
name flruck into the hearts of his op-* 
ponents^ even when his party was Ra- 
pidly approaching its final diflblutioQ. 

But to return once more tothe.iV!w 
Narrative. To defend injured charac- 
ters is feafonable at all times*. Some 
former accounts of Milton, Dn Johnfon 
treats with contradiAion and contempt^ 
where neither the informatioh, nor the 
good faith of the writers, are more to 
be fufpedted than his own* 

A large majority of authors are too 
iuconfiderable to have their lives and ad- 
ventures recorded for the inib:u&ion or 
L amufe* 
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amufement of pofterity, even in the 
fumnwy c>f a biographical djftionary. 
Dr, Johnfon is not one of thefe infigni* 
ficants^' The public^ wheii be 4iath 
' ceafed i» «lft.bi$ part on this earthly 
':Aagc> yifiill^be impatiently inquifitite 
after the perfenal hifiory of a man^ who 
hHh&gattAhvmoi^&y in th^s wide 
• rcctf§e i^'^wfihofihlp; ^nd when his pa- 
^ iteg^^riife Jbate exhaufted every topic ^ of 
prfi£&I ati(! aduiation to grace his monu- 
.m^ntyi^MMg thb& of the worthies lof 
'- afetieftt .days, Smiehod^ttiB^ take a fcmey 
■ to. gvatify the public with a new tmmf* 
five of his progrefe and employmentsiin 

^hAt &>M&BoDT may be a tnie con- 
^itutiMal friend t^ the civil andl reK- 

gious 
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^ioui^lib'eftks^of 'Ehgjiftmien^ and tlif- 

.pofe4- ^^ ^^y ^l^^*^ BgureDr^ Johnfon^B 
pljjitical ma&ims and condud will make, 
in contraft with fuih part of Milton's 
liiftiary and principles as he tath at*- 
tempted to dilparage by the moft :inve*» 
noQied infifiuaitLons^.. 

A man of genius and erudition cannot 
more effeftually difgrace himfelf, than, 
b^ hk»i»g out-: bis talents to thofe'yile 
pe^Iilicians whofe eft4matioa with tHfc 
.public depends on ridiculing and. de* 
bufilJg.the founded principles of free 
government, and oa thejrr humiliating^ 
^nd to their power fcandalifing the . j^vife 
and upright men X\4o efpoufe them 5 , 
ami it .is not impoffible that>/with'fueli 
ao' i4ea of Di*. JohnfonV s^efit, fotne 
L z humorous 



liitmorous drole, furveying the (aperb^ 
decorations of emblematic fetilpture^ 
furroiinding the Gommemoration of the 
Dod:or*s vaft exploits in Parkn marble^ 
■may add, with a homely pencil of chai> 
coal : 

HERE LYES THE GRAND EXEMPLAR 0F' 
LITERARY FR0STITVTION* 

And here we ftiouW h^ve ended our 
ftri(9:ures on thfe new narrathey did not 
the candor of a worthy friend call upon 
us to temper the feverity (as he calls it')b 
of this monumental infcription. 

We are not deaf to- the feafonaWe ac^ 

monitions of our friends ; but unwilling 

to deprive our hero of his bluihing ho-- 

Bours, fo hardily earned, and fo- richly^ 

% deferved^ 
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deferred, we rather cboofe to add a fliort 
explanation, than to expunge a charac- 
teriftic which contributes fo much to the 
brilliancy of his reputation. 

Pr&ftitution liath, get^raJly fpeaking, 
two principal motives, fikhy lucre, and 
inordinate afpetite^ Thefe motives arc 
frequently compounded, 'particularly 
when indigence, and a warmth of bodily 
conftitution, happen to meet in the fame 
individual. 

Which of thefe motives had the pre- 
dominant Jiimulus in the habit of the 
great critic in his cottnedtions.wlth Lau- 
der,, or of the great politician, when, 
riLM*:R before, sacheverell in his rear*,. 

* See an Eflay on the King's Friends, printed 
for AlmoB, - 7y6. p. 19. 

L 3 ^^ 
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he fpeculated upon viptual reprefentathn^ 

tyranny, taxation^ &c. in favour of a 

government defaBo.^ which, till a cer« 

tain period, he is faid to have held* to be • 

dejure an ururpation, we fliall not pofi- 

tit«ly determine.* This We know in 

common with the Feft of mankind, riiftt 

firch fervices have not been without con- 

liderable emolument; and that, on the 

other hand, the performance of them 

hath afforded to the author. an oppoFtu- 

nrty of aifwaging his itch of defaming 

certain friends 4)f public libert}^, with 

v/hom he could have no quarrel, but on 

account of their political principle! and 

attachments. 

We could add fome remarkable in- 
ftances from the Life of lavage. The 

em- 



[ 
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embelliftment of a charafter {o replete 
with infolence, ingratitude, and crimi- 
nal diflipation, can hardly be afcribcd 
to motives of greater purity than the 
fale of the copy, unlefs we ihould take 
into the account the delicacies of friend'-' 
Jbipy and the congenial talents of the 
man and his orator. 

Savage was a poet, and in his bio- 
grapher's opinion, a poet above medi- 
ocrity, and not inferior in the poetical 
fcale of Dr. Jobnfon to fome of thofe 
whom he hath honoured with his prefci" 
tory narratives. 

May we not then prefume, that the 

Doftor's Life of Savage will be added 

to thofe elogies of eminent bards which 

have been received by the public with 

L 4 fo 
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fo much appUnufe, and r«ad with fo 
much avidity ? 

We would not anticipate the pleafure 
of his readers in obferving the Doctor's 
improvements in political wifdotn fince 
the year 1744; we Ihall only give one 
. inftance of it^ taken from pages 1 20, 121, 
122, of the edition of Savage's Life that 
year, where there are fome juft, and in- 
deed beautiful, contemplaticMis, on the 
rife and fettlement of colonies, both in 
a poetical and political view. 
. Savage compofed a poem on the fub- 
jeft, where, as the biographer informs 
us, he has laudably ^' afferted the iiatu- 
^^ ral equality of mankind, and endea- 
<^ voured to fupprefs that pride which 

" inclines 
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^ inclines men to imagine that right is 
** the confequence of power/' 

The benevolent Dr. Price himfelf 
could not have advanced a doftrine more 
unfavoury to the palate of Dr. Johnfon's 
friends, nor needs it much fagacity to 
Ihew how it appears in contraft with th^ 
change which experience bath made in the 
Dodor's opinions^. The Doftor, we 
prefume, found his account in both his 
opinions, and all fides ought to be fatif- 
fied. 

• There is indeed one performance af 
cribed to the pen of the Dodtor, where 
the proftitution is of fo fingular a na- 
ture, that it would be difficult to feled: 
an adequate motive for it out of the 
:• Life of Savage, p. 122. 

tnoun* 
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mountainous heap of conjedur^ caufe$ 
of human p^^lTions or hum^ caprice.^ 
We allude to thefpeech delivered by the 
late unhappy Dr. Williaxu Dodd, y^hqa 
he was about to .hear the fcntenc.e of the 
law pronouijcod upon Jiira, ip confequence 
of an indi<9:mcnt for forgery.. - 

The voice pf the public has given the 
honour of i^aixvfcfwfluringj this fpeech to 
Dr- Johnfpn ; and the ftile and configU" 
ration of the fpeech itfelf confirm the im- 
putation. 

Dr. Dodd was a man of parts, a poet, 
and an orator. He can. hardly be fup-,. 
pofed^ to have fufpedted that the powers 
of lus, own rhetoric would he too feeble 
for fa critical an occafion. Prefence of 
mind he could not wart to compofe a 
4 fpeech 
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fpccch fer* hlmfelf. • His "efftifians both 
in profe and poetry, during tte moft- 
trying momehts of his confinement, protfc 
that he did not. The naked unadorned 
feelings of his own mind en that awful - 
occafion (which he couW hafd!y convey 
to Dr. Johnfon) would have been the ' 
moft expreffive of his fincerity and felf^ ' 
humiliation.; and the moft proper and ' 
effeiftual recommendation of bis cafe 
to the commirerationof his audience, and 
the merciful interpofition of his judges. 

An ambition to go out of the world 
with the applaufe of having made a floi* 
rid fpeech, we cannot, with any degree 
of charity, impute to the unfortunaije 
criminal. He muft, in that cafe, have 

had: 
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had vanity fufficxfint to prevent him froni 

borrowing his materials from another* 

But whatever inducement Dn Dodd 
might have to folicit Dr. Johnfon^s aid 
op fuch an occafion, it ig hardly poffible 
to divine what could be Dr. Johnfon's 
motive for accepting the office, A man 
to exprefs the precife ftate of mind of 
another about to be deftined.to an igno- 
minious death for a capital crlme^ fhould, 
one would imagine, ; have fome c(mi- 
fcioufnefs, that he himfelf had incurred 
fome guilt of the fame kind ; in which 
cafe his own apprehenfions would fur- 
niih him. with topics of deprecation, 
fuitcd to the purpofe of his obtaining 
mercy. But this^ we truft, was not the 

cafe. 

Was 
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Was It tten the vanity of fliewmg 
-how far he was fupenqr in abilities t# 
an eminent mafler in his own craft of ^ 
artificial cetnpofition, that prevailed 
with. Dr. Johnfon to lend his talent on f<> 
critical an occafion J Such^ one might 
'fear, was the motive, from the early and 
general intelligence imparted to the pub- 
He, by whom this^ admir^ piece of 
oratory was fabricated. 

Was ity laftly, the prefumption that 
a fpeech compofed by Dr^ Johnfon, and 
delivered by Ik. Dodd, could not fail of 
inteyefting all the world in- favour of the 
prifoner, and of procuring the moft 
powerful interceffion for the unhappy 
criminal's life ? 

Authouft 
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-; Awf^otaii* the pleafing ^nt4mpl«ion 
4^ their pwri pOwer§, $sd irf th^ exeit- 
'iion of them. Ul)Qn pa|«rj, may Imag'me 
JftifaDgef^htngli 11^ their clofets tonC^rn- 
vftig . thdr ' fiffici^ney • wfcen thtf cbme 
alM^oacl ^\At tosrei alas? all »the/p'rQ»- 
!priety of daiftian, ai«J the beauty of ccK 
lArurin^, were abfolutely Nfrafted ujion 
the goodfffMife an<J hative integfitycrf 
the late worthy Ktayid^r' c^f Loadoiw 
Hb faw thr<>vig^ iht jaftifice. H^ faw 
Ixrtr circ^unftarHie fifem one end of Xh^ 
trinhdikon to thc6thci. rd mike k pr<^ 
babte that na.' fraud vm intended y ncur 
found ^ny weight in th€ counterhalanee 
propo&d iettbte. pompous ftrain^ of Dk 
Samuel Johnfoiu ..... 

But 
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liut-tkefe U lio end cf oSi^jeChlres In 

a cJafe wfe«ftf ifettte ^bfutdlty or other 

arifes to difgrace every account that can 

be fuggefted of the origin of a manoeuvre 

' o£ ^hich Tilb' precedent can be lound, 

. except among' the works o/the chaplain 

^f Newgate^ . : ■ 1 

• ^' We Ihbuld indeed be incKrted to call 
& a mere^ ^^^it, in the Hat\jre of an 
eflay of ivbat could be faidin a fiditic^s 
cafe, were "it not utterly incredible 
that any-oae with the cooleft feelings of 
humanity (of which we by ti& means 
fuppofe Brt^'Johiifoii' t& ^be d^ftitute) 
could bring him^lf to fpdrt Vrith the 
calamity of the unhappy criminal, with- 
out hop^ or prdfpeft; or iAtehtion of re* 

lief; 
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lief; a fort of proftitutloji for v^ich 
hardly any cenfure can be too feyere^ ; 

ADDENDUM. 

Mr. Boerhadem*s Letter in the Gen- 
tleman's Magazine for October, 177^, 
concerning Dr. Johnfon's. narrative of 
Milton's OfQitting all a£ls of religious 
wprlhip both in public and private, 
came not to our hands till it was too 
late to infert, in the printed Remarks on 
Dr. Jobnfitis Life of Milton, the thanks 
we thmk he well deferves, as an able co* 
operator with us in the defence of 
]^filtpn. The friends of Milton are par- 
ticularly obliged to him, for remarking 
Dr. Newton's improvement upon To- 

land. 
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land, and Dr. Johnfon^s upon Newtotl^ 
in their feveral accounts of Milton's con- 
duct with refpedt to religious worihip ; 
and we think it an apt illuftration of 
Toby SmoUet's ftory of the three crows. 
For our parts, we are of opinion, that 
jMGlton's fentiments, or the practical 
effefts of them in matters of religion, 
\vant no vindication. As to the matter in 
queftion, we remember a paflage in Robert 
Barclay's catechifm, where the author, 
having cited feveral texts of Scripture, 
concludes. Ex omnibus hifce Jcriptura 
locis apparety verum Dei cultum in fpiritu 
ejfe ; etjicut nee certo ctdlibet loco, if a neC 
certo cuivis tempori limit atur. This might 
be Milton's perfuafion, as well as Bar- 
L 9 day's; 



clay's ; but no confider^te man would 
conclude from thefe words, that Ba.r:Clay 
never prayed in private. 

The worthy man to whofc mejnpry 
thefe papers are dedicated fell under 
many foolifh and illiberal fufpicions oa 
account of his abfenting from public 
worlhip. If any of our more ingenuous 
readers have been impofed upon, o^ in- 
fluenced by fuch bafe infinuations of 
purblind bigotry, we may hope they 
will now fee in fome expreffions of Mr. 
HoUis's heart-felt unaffedted piety, that 
pure religion and undefiled before God and 
the Father^ does not depend upon a 
man's exterior conned:ions with any vi- 
fible church, or religious fociety, fa 
4 called. 
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called^ whatever. And this we prefume 
to hffex as a complete apology for Mil- 
ton, as well as his excellent and ever 
KifJSOfcorable difciple. 



L i^ 



J^be Blazoning of MiLtoik^s-AKM^f ^hich 
are prefixed /<? thefe ^ema^ks* 

" The Arms that John Milton drd tife 
^* and feal his letters with, were Argent, 
^* a Spread Eagle, with two heads gules, 
*' iegg'd and beak'd fable/* 

Wood, vol. L faft. 262. 

Thefe arms are engraved in Toland's 
Milton, vol. I. but the creft is not there 
as in Milton's feal. 

Milton's feal, from which the arms 
were taken, was bought of Mr. John 
Payne, by T.H. for three guineas, 1761. 

It is in filver, eame into his poffeflion 
on the death of Fofler, who had married 
a grand-daughter tf Milton's. 

The 
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The dates of- tke original editions of 
Milton's Proft Works. 

1641, Of Refornaation itt England. 
1 641,* Of Prelatical Epifcopacy; 
1 641, Of Church Government. 

1 641 , Animadverfions-upon^the Remon- 

ftrants defence againft * Snaec- 
tymnus. 

1642, An Apology for Smedymnus. 
1644, Areopagitica^ 

1644, The Dodtrine and Difcipline of 

Divorce. 
1644, The Db&rine, &c. of Divorco 

much augmented, a fecond 

edition. 
J^45» The fame. 

Lii 1644, The 



1644, The Judgement of Martin Bucer^ 
concernmg dtvcnrce. 

1644, Of Edacation. 

^673, Of Education, written above twen- 
tjr years fincea printed at the: 
end of his Poems^ gAzvo. 

1645, Tetrachordon. 
1 645, Colafteri<m* 

1649, Obfervations oft the articles of 
peace. 

1649, EIKONOKAAXTHS. 

1690, The fame, o&avOj Amfierdam^ 

1650, The flme, a fecoiid edition, much 

enlarged. 
1652, EIKONOKAASTHS. TraduitQ 
de PAnglois fur la f^conde et 
plus ample editiM;^ et revAc 
par Tauteur, .a Xioadt^s^^ paf 

GuiU. 



CofefiSl d^Etat, Ihti^ ^^6$^, i amo. 
1649, 'Jtie tfen^ of KtagStr 
■ The fame, a fecond edkk)n. 

fome additions. - 

1651, FroPopvilo Aa^itafl^deffeifioi. 
165 1, The fame in foKo^ e4!tU> emen-» 
« datior^ ' 

r65i. The feme in i^mo, 

1 65 1, Pro Papuk) AnglkaiK^ defenfio^ 

Antw. 

1652, The fartoe* 

r652> Defenfio fecunda> Hagtt-comU 

turn, i2dio. * • 
1654, 'fheftmev 

1652, Joannis Pliili{)pi Angli irefponfio^ 
i^2mo> Londini. 

1^92, The 
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jfi^Zf The Defence of the People of 
. England, tranflated by Mr. 

W^ington of the Temple, 
,' oftavo. 
%^5S> Pfo fe defenfio, ^a^-comitutn, 

i2mo. 
1655^ Scriptuga Dpmt Protedoris Rei- 

publicsB Anglige, &:c. 
1659, LitersB, Senatus Anglicani necnon 

Cromwelli, &c. nomine, .con- 

fcriptge, lamo. -; - 
1 659, Confiderations to rep;^pve hirelings 

out of the Church, 1 2nM>., 
1659, A letter concerning the Common- 
wealth, i2mo, 
1659, The Brief Delineation of a, Free 

' Commonwealth. 
1659, A ready and eafy way tq eftablifli 

a Commonwealth. 

1659, A 
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^659, A treatife of Civil Power, i2nlo. 

^658, The Cabinet Council, containing 
the chief arts of empire, by the 
ever renowned knight Sir Wal- 
ter Raleigh. Publiihed by John 
Milton, Efq. printed by J , New- 
coriib, in twcKes, 

1 660, Accedence commenced Grammar, 
i2mo. 

1669, The fame. 

1660, Brief notes upon a fermon. 

1 66 1, "Aphorifms of State, a Trad: of Sir 

Walter RaleighX 8 vo, 
1670,* The hiftory of Britain. 

1 67 1, The fame. 

1672, Artis Logica? Inllitutio, izm6. 

1673, Editio fecunda, i2n:>o. 
1673, Of true Religion, i2mo. 

' " 1674, Epif- 
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1674, EpiftoUrum Familiariunj Liber^ 

8vo, 
1674, Declaration of the Polej, 
1676, Letters of State, izmo. tranflated 

intoEDglilh, 1694* 
1682, TheHiftorieof Mofcovia, 8vo. 
1738, iThe Areopagitica was publiflied 

with a preface by Thomfon^ 

8vo, 

The dates of the original editions of 
Mii*ton'$ Poetical Works. 

1667, Paradife Loft, in ten booto* 

1668, The fame. 

1669, The fanxe, with the argument and 

addrefs to the reader, from 
S. Simons. 

1669, The 



iu559i Tb« fame,: witjiotflt thc^ddrefs. 
167^, Ti^e ^^^ mtv!^lve.bocfks. 
1674, Paradife Loft, ifi CW(?fcfe books, 
2d edit, 8vo. 

1678, Ti^fame, : 

1645, Poems, i2mo. 

1 673, Poems, with the Tradtate on Edu- 
cation, written above twenty 
years fince, 8vo. 

1 67 1., Paradife Regained, and Samfon 
Agoniftes, 8vo. 

1680, The fame, 

1750, The firft book of Paradife Loft, 

Glafgow, illuftrated with notes 

and references to the antient 

Poets. It is to be lamented, 

' that 



that the whole poem had not 

been publilhed in the fame 

I manner. ^ -^ 

All the above editions in Quarto^ except 
thofe marked otherwife. 
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OF EDUCATION, 
TO MASTER SAMUEL HARTLIB. 
MASTER HARTLIB, 

T A M long fince perfwaded, that to 
fay, or doe ought worth memory, 
and imitation, no purpofe or refpedt 
Ihould fooner move us, then fimply the 
love of God, and of mankinde. Never- 
theleffe to write now the reforming of 
Education, though it be one of the 
greateft and noblefl: defignes, that can be 
thought on, and for the want whereof 
this nation perilhes, I had not y^t at this 
time been indue 't, but by your earneft 
^entreaties, and ferious conjurements; as 
M having 



having my minde for the prefent halfe 
diverted in the. pt^rfuance of fome 
other affertions, the knowledge and the 
uFe of which, ^^arinot but be ia great fur- 
therance both to the erilargeJmient of 
truth and honefl: living, with much more 
peace. Nor Ihould the lawes. of any- 
private friendihip have prevail'd with 
rfie to divide thus. Or tranfpofe my for- 
mer thoughts, but that I fee thofe aims, 
thofe aftiohs which have won' you with 
""me the efteem of a perfon fent hither by 
ifpme good pt-ovidenc-e * frbm. a farre 
country to be the occafion and the. in- 
<:itement of great good to this Hand. 
And, as I heat, you have obtained the 
fame repute with men of moft approved 
ivifdom, and -fome of higheft authority 
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^mong us. Not to mtntion the learned 

-correfpondenGe which, you hold in for- 
reigne parts, and the extraordinary pains 
and diligence which you have us*d in 
this matter both heer, and beyond the 
Seas ; either by the definite will of God 
fo ruling, ©rtbe peculiar fway of nature, 
which aifo is God *s working* Neither 
can I thinke that fo reputed, and fo va- 
ki'd as you are, you would to the forfeit 
ef your'Qwn difcerning ability, impofe 
upon me an unfit and over ponderous 
argument^ but that the fatisfaftion which 
you profefle to have received from thofe 
incidentall difcourfes x^^ich we have 
wander 'd into, :hat:b preft and alipoft 
^conftrain'd you into a perfwafion, that 
what you require from me in this, point, 
M 2 I nel- 
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I neither ought, nor can in confciencc 
deferre beyond this time both of fo 
much need at once, and (o much oppor- 
tunity to trie what iQfoD hath determined. 
I will not refift therefore, what ever it is 
either of divine, or humane obligement 
that you lay upon me ; but will forth- 
with fet down in writing, as you requeft 
me, that voluntary Id^a, which hath long 
in filence prefented it felf to me, of a 
better Education^ in extent and compre- 
henfion farre more large, and yet of 
time farre Ihorter, and of attainment 
farre more certain, then hath been yet 
iti praftice. Briefe I Ihall endeavour to 
be ; for that which I have to fay, aflurr 
edly this nation hath extreame need j 
fliould be done fooner than fpok'n. To 

tell 
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tell you therefore what I have benefited 
herein among old renowned authors, I 
Ihall fpare ; and to fearch what many 
modern Januas and DidaSics more than 
ever I fhall read, have projcdred, my 
inclination leads me not. But if you 
can accept of thefe few obfervations 
^'hich have flowr'd off, and are as it v/ere 
the burniihing of many ftudious and con- 
templative veers altogether fpent in the 
fearch of religious and civil knov/ledge, 
and fach as pleasM you fo well in the re- 
lating, I here give you them to difpofe 
of. 

The end then of learning is to repair 

the ruin of our firfl parents by regaining 

to know God aright, and out of that 

knowledge to love huii, to imitate him, 

M 3 to 
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to be like him, as we may the neereff Bjr 
poffeffing our fouls of true vertue, which- 
being united to the heavenly grace of 
faith makes up the- higheft , perfedtion. 
But becaufe our underftanding cannot 
in this body found it felfe but on fenfible 
things, nor arrive fo eleerly to the know- 
ledge of God and things invifible, as by- 
orderly conning over the vifible and in- 
ferior creature, the fame method is ne- 
ceffarily to be follow'd in all difcre^t 
teaching* And feeing every nation af- 
fords not experience and tradition anough 
for all kinde of learning, and therefore 
we are chiefly taught the language of 
thofe people who have at any time been 
moft induftrious after wifdom; fo that 
language is but the inflrument convay- 

ing 
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mg to. us things ufeful to be knowHv 
Aad thought linguift lliould pride hinj- 
felfe to have all the tongues that £ab^l 
cleft the world into, yet, if he l;iave 
Rotjftudied the folid things in them as 
well as the words and lexicons, he were 
nothing fo much to be efteeined a learn- 
.ed njan^ as any yeorpan or tr^defman 
competently wtfeii^ his mother* dialedt 
only* Hence appear the. njany miftai^s 
which have m^de learniiig vgenqrally ^o 
unpleafing and 1<? unfu<pcefsfull ;. firft^we 
do amifle to fpendjfeven .or eiglit veers 
meerly- in fcraping together fo much mi- 
feraWe Latin, and Greeks .as^ might be 
learnt^ otherwife. eaiily;and delightfully 
- in 04le yeer., Andthat w;iiich.cafts,f^ur 
proficiency therein fo much b^hiadci is 
M 4 our 
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dtir time loft partly in toa oft idle vadan^ 
cies given both t© fchoofs and uni^er- 
fitie^, pailtty ill a pfepoftetouj cl^BtG&ohy 
fdtfeing tlie l&mpty wits of chiMren to 
Gomplrfe Theams, verfes, and Orati^jes, 
which zxt the a€ts of rip^tt judgemertt 
and the fi^all worfe of a head fiird by 
krng readi'ft^, and obfenring, with ek* 
gant m'axims, and copious inv^ntioft.- 
Thefe are not matters to* be wrung from 
poor f!ripling$, like blood out bf the 
nofe, or th-e J)lti€kiiig of nritirftfely fruit: 
befides the ill habit which they get of 
wretched barbarizmg agaihft the Latin: 
and Gi-eek idiom > with their untutorM 
Anglkif/ns^ odious to be read, yet ijot to 
be avoided Withawt a Well co*nttnu*d and 
jwdrcioiaf* convcrfipg among pwre Au- 
thors 



C 169 ] 

than digjeffedy which th^y fcarce taftei 

whereas^ if- after, fome pi«paratory 

gj>ounds of fpeech by their certain forms 

got inttx memory^ they were led to the 

praxis thereof in fome chofen fliort 

book leffon'd throughly to them^ they 

might th^n forthwith proceed to learn 

th€ fubftance of good things, and Arts in 

du€ order, which would bring the whole 

language qukkly into their poweT. 

This I take to be the mod rati(mall and 

mofl profitable way of learning iapr 

guages, and whereby we may bcfl:bo]>e 

to give account to God of our youth 

fpent herein : and for the ufual method 

.of teaching Arts, I deem it tobeanoii} 

errour of univerfiti^a n<^ yet v>rell recov- 

erM from the SchoJaAick grpfiaefle of 

3 barbarous 
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barbarous ages, that inftead of b€gm«- 
ning with Arts mofl; eafie, and thofe be 
fuch as are moil obvious to the fence, 
they prefent their young unmatriculated 
novices at firft conning with the moft in- 
telledive abftradiions of Logiek and me- 
taphyficks : So that they having bitt 
newly left thofe grammatick fiats and 
fliallows where they ftuck vinreafonably 
to learn a few words with lamentable 
,conftru(ffcion, and now oci the fudden 
tranfported under another climat to be 
toft and turmoild with their unballafted 
wits in fadomles and unquiet deeps. of 
controverfie, do for the moft part grow 
- into hatred and contempt of learning, 
mockt and deluded all this while with 
ragged notions and babblements, while 

they 
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they expe&ed worthy and delightfufl 
knowledge; till poverty or youthfull 
yeers call them importunately their feve- 
rall wayes^ and haiften- them with thefwiy 
of friends eitlier to ^n? ambitious and mer- 
cenary^ or ignorantly zealous Divinity ; 
Some allur'd to the trade of Law ground- 
ing their purpofes not on the prudent, 
and heavenly contemplation of juftiqe 
^nd equity which was never taught 
them, but on the promifing and pleafing 
thoughts, of litigious terms, fat conten* 
tions,. and flowing fees ; others betake 
them to State affairs,, with fouls fo ua- 
principl'd in vertue^ and true generous 
breeding,, that flattery and court fliifts 
wd tyrannous aphorifmes appear to- 
them the higheft points of wifdom ; in- 

ftilling 
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ftilling their barren hearts with confci- 
entious flavery, if, as I rather think, it 
be not fain*d. Others laftly of a more 
delicious and airie fpirit, retire them- 
felves knowing no better, to the enjoy- 
ments of eafe and luxury, living out 
their dales in feaft and jollity; which in- 
deed is the wifeft and fafeft courfe of 
all thefe, unlejflTe they were with more 
integrity undertaken. And thefe are the 
errours, and thefe are the fruits of mif- 
fpending our prime youth at the Schools 
and Univerfities as we do, either in learn- 
ing meere words or fuch things chiefly, 
as were better unlearnt. 

I ihall detain you now no longer in 
the demonftration of what we fliould not 
doe, but ftrait condud: ye to a hill fide, 

where 
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where I will point ye out the right path., 
of a vertuous and noble education; la-, 
borious indeed at the firft afcent, but 
elfe fo fmooth, fo green, Co full of good- 
ly profped:, and melodious founds on 
every fide, that the harp of Orpheus 
was not more charming, I doubt not 
but ye Ihall have more adoe to drive our 
duUeft and lazieft youth, our flocks and 
ftubbs from the infinite defire of fuch a. 
happy nurture, then we have now to 
hale and drag our choifefl: and hopeful- 
lefl wits to that afinine feaft of fowthiflles 
ajid brambles which is commonly fet 
before them, as all the food and enter- 
tainment of their tenderefl and mofl: do- 
^ cible age. I call therefore a compleate, 
and generous education that which fits 

a man 
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21 man to perform juftly, ikilfully, and 
magnanimoufly all the offices both' pri^ 
^Vate and publike of peace and war. And 
how all this may be done between twelve 
and one and twenty, leffe time then is 
now beftow'd in pure trifling at Gram- 
mar and Sopkijiryy is to be thus or- 
derM. 

r Firft to finde out a fpatious houfe and 
ground about it fit^for an Academy y and 
big enough to lodge a hundred and fifty 
perfons, whereof twenty or thereabout 
may be attendants, all Under the govern- 
ment of one, who fliall be thought^ of 
defert fufficient, and ability either to doe 
all, or wifely to direft, and-overfee it 
-fl-one; This place ^fliould' be* at once 
.both School and Univerfity, not needing 

a .re- 
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a 'femove to any other houfe of Schol- 

lerfliip, except it be fome peculiar Col* 

leidge of Law, or Phyiick, where they 

mean to be praSitioners ; but as for 

thofe generall ftudies which take up all 

our time from Lilly to the commencing,- 

as they term it, Mafter of Art, it fliould 

be abfolute. After this pattern, as many 

edifices may be converted to this ufe, as 

Ihall be needfuU in every city- through* 

out this land, which would tend much 

to the encreafe of learning and civility 

every where. This number, lelTe or 

more thus coUeded, to the convenience 

of a foot company^ « or interchangeably 

two troops of cavalry, Ihould divide their 

^iaies work ihto three pabts, as it lies or- 

-dtrly* 
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'derly. ^ Their fludies^ tb^eir exercife;^ 
and their diet. 

For their ftudies, Firfl they Ihould 
begin with the chief and neceflary rules 
-of fome good Grammar, either that now 
us'd, or a»ny better.: and while this is 
doing, their fpeech is to be fafliion'd to 
adiftindtandcleerpronuntiation, as neer 
as may be to the Italian, efpecially in 
the vowels. For we Englifhmen being 
fatre northerly, doe not open our 
mouthes in the cold air, wide enough to 
grace a Southern tongue; but are ob- 
ferv'd by all other nations to fpeak ex- 
ceeding olofe and inward: So that to 
fmarter Latin with an Englilh mouth, is 
.as ill a hearing as law French. Next to 
.make them expert in the ufe£ulleft points 

of 
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6f grammar, and withall to feafon them, 
and win them early to the love of vertuc 
and tru^ labo\ir,'ere any flattering fe- 
ducemcnt, or vain principle feife them 
wandering, fome eafie and delightful! 
book of education would be read to 
them; whereof the Greeks have ftore, 
as Cebesy Plutarch^ and other Socratic 
difcourfes. But in Latin wne have none 
of claffic authoritie extant, except the 
two or three firft books of ^intilian, 
and fome felcd jpeeces elfewhere* But 
here the main fkill and groundwork will 
be, to temper them fugh leftures and 
explanations upon every opportunity, as 
may lead and draw them in willing obe- 
dience, enflam'd wath the ftudy of learn- 
mg, and the admiration of vertue, ftirr'd 
N ..up 



up with high hopes of living to be brave 
men, and worthy patriots, dear to God, 
and famous to all ages. That they may. 
ilefpife and fcorn all their childilh, and 
ill-taught qualities, to delight in manly, 
and liberal 1 exercifes: which he who 
hath the art, and proper eloquence to 
catch them with, what with mild and 
effedtuall perfwafions, and what with thq 
intimation of fome fear, if need be, but 
chiefly by his own example, might in a 
ihort fpace gain them to an mcredible 
diligence and courage : infufing into 
their young brefts fuch an ingenuous 
and noble ardor, as would not fail to 
make many of them renowned and 
matchlefle men. At the fame time, fome 
other hour of the day, might be taught 
I them 
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them the rules of Arithmetick, and foon 
after the elements of geometry even play- 
ing, as the old manh'er was. After even- 
ing repaft, till bed time their tKonghts 
T^ill be beft tak^n up in the eafie grounds 
of religion, and the ftory of fcripture. 
'The next ftcp would be to the Authors of 
JgricuhiMy CatOy Varro, and Colummel/a, 
for the matter is moft cafic, and if the 
language be difficult, fo much th-e better, 
it is not a difficultie above their veers. 
And here will be an occafion of incitinor 

o 

and inabling them hereafter to improve 
the tillage of their country, to recover 
the bad foil, and to remedy the waft that 
is made of good ; for this was one ot 
Hercules praifes. Ere halfc thefe Au- 
thors be read, which will feon' be with 
N 2 pl^ii^g 
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plying hard^ and dayly, they cannot 
choofe but be maflers of any ordinary 
profe. Sothatii will be then feafonable 
for.tliem to learn in any modern Author, 
the ufe of the globes, and all the maps 
firft with the old names ; and then with 
the new : or they might be then capable 
to read any compendious method of na- 
turall philofophy. And at the fame 
time oii^-ht be entring into the Greek 
tongue, after the fame manner as was 
before prefcrib'd in the Latin ; whereby 
the difficulties of grammar beii^ foon 
overcome, all the Hiftoricall Phyfiology 
of Ariftotk and Theophrajlus are open 
be-fore them, and as I may fay, under 
contribution* The like accefle will be 
4:0 Viiruvius^ to Senegas naturall quef- 

tions^ 



j 



tions, tO' Mela, Celfusy Pliny, or 5^?//' 
m/s. And having thus paft the prmci- 
ples o( Arithmetic y Geometry, AJirono?vy, 
and Geography, with a general compact 
of Phyficks, they may defcend in Mathe* 
ma ticks ta the inftrumentall fcience of 
^rigondmetry, and fr m thence to Forti- 
fication, ArciiteSlure, Enginry, or Navi- 
gation. And in naturall Philofophy they 
may proceed leifurly from the Hlftory of 
Meteors, minerals, plants, and living 
creatures as farre as anatomy. Then 
alfo in courfe might be read to them out 
o-f fome not tedious writer the inftltution 
of Phylick ; that they may know the 
tempers, the humors, the feafons, and 
how .to manage a crudity : which he 
who can wifely and timely doe, is not 
N 3 only 
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only a great Phyfician to himfelfe, ^l^d^ 
to his friends, but alfo may at fome tin^e. 
or other, fave an Army hy this friigjiU, 
and expencelejQTe meanes only ; and pot; 
let the healthy and llout bodies of young, 
men rot away under him for. wapt pf . 
this difcipline, which is a great pitty, 
and no lefle a fhame to the comma^ider.^ 
To fet forward all thefe proceedings ia 
nature and matk^maticks, what hinders,,, 
but that they may procure,. as oft as 
iliall be needfuU, the helpful! experi-. 
ences of Hunters^ fowlers, Fifhermep, . 
Shepherds, Gardeners, Apothecmes ; and 
in the other fciences, Arcbileifs^ lE^ngl--, 
neers, Mariners, Anatomifts; who doubt- 
lefle would be ready fome for reward^ 
and fonie to favour fuch a hopcfuU fe- 

minary* 
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minary. And this will give them fuch 
a reall tincSture of naturall knowledge, 
as they IhaU never forget, but dayly aug- 
ment with delight. Then alfo thofe • 
poets which are now counted moft hard,' 
will be both facil and pleafant, Orphcus'y 
Hefiody "Theocritusl Arcifi/s, l^icandcrj 
OppiaVy Dionyfiifs, and in Latin Lucre- 
tius ^ MtiniUuSy and' the rwrall part of 
Virgil. 

By this time, ycers and good general 
precepts win have furnifht them more 
diftinftly with that adt of reafon which 
in Et/jics is called Froairtfts i that they • 
may with fome judgement contemplat- 
upon morall good and evill. Then will 
be required a fpeciall reinforcement 6f 
conftant and found eiilkxftrinatirig to fct 
N ^ them 
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ihem right and firm, inftrufting thetn 
, ciore amply in the knowledge of vertue 
and the hatred of vice : while their young 
and pliant ajfieftions are led through all 
the morall works of Pla^Oy, X^nopbon^ 
QiccrOy Plutarch^ Laertius^ and thofe 
Lficrian remnants.; but ftill to be re- 
duq't in their nightward ^udies where- 
with they clofe the dayes woik^ under 
the determinat fentence of Davhi or 
Salomon, or the evangels and Apoftalic 
Scriptures. Being perfit in the know- 
ledge of perfonall duty>. they may then 
begin the ftudy of Economies. And 
either now, or, before this, they may 
have eafily learnt at any odde hour the 
Italian tongue-. And foon after, but 
with warinefle, and good antidote, it. 

would 
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would; he wholfome anough to let then^ 
tall fome choife comedies Greek, Latin, 
or Italian : thofe tragedies alfo tliat 
treate of houfliold matters, as I'rachi^ 
nia, Ahejlis and the like. The next 
remove, muft be to the Ikidy of Politics i 
to know the b^inning, end, and tea* 
fons of politicall focieties; that they 
may not in a dangerous fit of the com- 
oion-wcalth be fuch poor, ihak^a, un- 
certain reeds, of fuch a tottering con- 
fcience,^ as many of our great counfek 
Icrs have lately fliewn themfeLves, but 
ftedfaft pillars of the State. After, this 
they are. to dive into the grounds of law,. 
and legall juflice; delivered firft> and 
with beft warrant by Mofes ; and as 
farre as humane prudence can be trufted,. 

in 
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in thofe-extoli'd remains of Grecian Law- 
givers, Lycurgusy Solo??, ZaleuaiSj Cha-- 
rondasy and thence to all the Rorriane 
Edifls and tables with their luftiniah ; 
and fo down to the Saxon and commoa 
laws of England, and the Statutes. Sun- 
dayes' alfd a(nd* evety evening may be 
now underftandingly fpeht in the highefl: 
matters of Theology, and Church Hif- 
tory ancient and modern : and ere this 
time the Hebrew tongue at a fet haur 
might have been gained, that the Scrip- 
tures may be now read m their own ori- 
ginal! ; whereto it would be no impofli- 
bility to adde the Chaldey, and the 
Syrian dialeft. When all thefe employ- 
ments are well conquered, then will the 
choife hiftories, heroic poems, and Atiic 

tragedies 



tragedies of ftatlicft, and moft regal ar- 
gument, with all the fan>aus PolitkaU 
oratix>ns offer themfelves ; which if they . 
were not only read ; but fomp of thenx 
got by memory, and folemnly pronpunc't 
with right accent, and grace, as noight 
be taught, would endue them even with 
the fpirit and vigor of Demojihmes or 
Cicero^ Euripide^y or Saphacks, AihI 
now laflly will be the timp to read wirii . 
them thofe organic arts which inable- 
men to difcourfe. and write perfpicuouf- 
ly, elegantly, and according to the fitted 
ftile of lofty, mean, or lowly* Logic 
therefore fo much as is ufefull, is to be 
r-eferrU to this due place wichall her well, 
coucht heads and Topics, untill it be • 
time to open her contra^ed palm into. a. 

grace- 
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graceful! and ornate Rhetorick taught 
out of the rule of Plato, Arifiotk, Pka-^ 
Icj'CUSy Cicero, Hernwgenesy Longinus* 
To which Poetry would be made fubfe- 
quent, or indeed rather precedent, as- 
being lefle futtle and fine, but more 
limple, fenfuous, and paffionate. I meart 
not here the profody of a verfe, which 
they could not but have hit on before 
among the rudiments of grammar; but 
that fviblime art which ia Arijlotles poe^ 
tics, in Horace, and the Italian com- 
mentaries of Cajlelvetro, ^ajfo^ Afaz^ 
z^oni, and others, teaches what the laws 
sre of a true Epic poem, what of a Dra^ 
matir, what of a Lyric, what decorum 
is, which is the grand mafter pcece ta 
obferve. This would make them fooa 

perceive 
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perceive what defpicable creatures our 
common rimers and play-writes be, and 
fliew them, what Religious, what glo- 
rious and magnificent ufe might be made 
of Poetry both in divine and humane 
things. From hence and not till now 
will be the right feafon of forming them 
to be able writers and compofers in every 
excellent matter, when they fliall be 
thus fraught with an univerfall inlight 
into things. Or whether they be to 
fpeak in Parlament or counfell, honour 
and attention would be waiting on their 
\\ps. There would then alfo appear in 
pulpits other vifages, other geftures, and 
ftufFe otherwife wrought then what we 
iiow fit under^ oft times to as great a 

triali 
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tfizU of our patience as any other that 
they preach to us. Thefe are the fludies 
wherein our noble and our gentle youth 
ought to beftow their time in a difci- 
plinary way from twelve to one and 
twenty; unlefle they rely more upon 
their anceftors dead, then upon them- 
fdves living/ Ini which methodicall 
courfe it is fo fuppos'd they muft pro- 
ceed by the fteddy pace of learning on- 
ward, as at convenient times for memo- 
ries fake to retire back into the middle 
ward^ and fometimes into the rear of 
"what they have been taught, untill they 
have confirmed, and folidly united the 
whole body of their pCrfeted knowledge, 
Ifke the !aft embattelling of a Romane* 

legion. 
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legion. Now will be worth the feeing' 
what exercifes, and what recreations may 
beft agree, and become thefe ftudies. 

THEIR EXERCISE. 

The courfe of ftudy hitherto briefly 
defcrib'd, is, what 1 can gueffe by read- 
ing, likefl: to thofe ancient aiid famoua 
fchools of Pythagcras^ PlaiQy Ifocratesp 
Arijiailcf and fuch others, out of which 
were bred up fuch a number of renown- 
ed Philofophers, orators, Hi'ftorian^, 
Pt>ets and Princes all over Greece^ Italy, 
and Afia^ befides the flourifliing (tudies.. 
of Cyrene and Alexandrian But herein: 
it fliall exceed them, and fupply a defe^k 
^s great as that which Tlato^ noted ia. 
the commonwealth of ^artai whereas, 

that 
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that city trained up their youth moft fbr • 
warre, and thefe in their Academies and 
Lycauniy all for the gown, this inftitu- 
tion of breeding which I here delineate, 
fliall be equally good both for peace and 
vvarre. Therefore about an hour and a 
halfe ere they -eat at noon fliould be al-- 
low'd them for -exercife and due reft. 
afterwards -: but the time for this may 
be enlarged at pleafure, according as 
their rifing in the morning fliall be early* 
The exercife which I commend firft, is 
the exad: ufe of their weapon ; to guard 
and to flrike fafely whh edge, or point; 
this wdll keep them healthy, nimble, 
ftrong, and well in breath, is alfo the 
likelieft means to make them grow large, 
and tall, and to infpire them with* a gal- 
lant 
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iitk ifittd fbarlcffe cwirage^ whidS litmg 
tem^dr'd wk:& fe^ifeMsble I^dblrds^ and 
precepts w them .0f mfc fortitWl^/ an* 
p^ienety will t4am into a natifve and he^ 
rmc valcnafTy Md make tkem hsitt the 
<^i8^^rsrrdife of doing wrong. Thef muft 
be a^ pr^i2*d m^ ati the looks and 
jgiTipe$^ wt^iingy wherein Engliftmen 
W^Nfe Wottt to €X<;cn, as need ftiay often 
be* in ^^t lo tOjgge^ to grapple, and^ to 
<rk>&<^ Ankt tl&i's pet^aps will bd wougb, 
?j^h*|!6irt » prove afid heat their finglQ 
Ife-iznagtlw Tht iutet^im of ufifweating. 
tfeertifelws^ffegularly, and convenient ceft 
fee^snre niea« rtiay both with profit and 
^eligfit be taken up in recreating and 
•oomp^ffihg thdir travailed fpirits with fo- 
tetilti and div4tie haraioniesi of mufick 
O heard, 
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heard, or learnt ; either while the Bcilftll! 
Organift plies his grave and fancied def* • 
cant in lofty fugues, or the whole fym- 
phony with artfuU and unimaginable- 
touches adorn and grace the well-ftudied 
cords ef fome choife compofer; fome, 
times die .Lute, or foft organ flop wait- 
ing on elegant voicejs either to religious^ ^ 
martiall, or civill ditties; which if wife- 
men & ptophets be. not extremely out, 
have a great power over difpofitions and 
manners, to fmooth and make them 
gentle from ruflick harflinefle and diC- 
tempered pafEons, The like alfo would- 
not be unexpedient .after meat to affift 
andcheriih nature in her firft concodtion, 
and fend their mindes backe to fludy in 
good tune and fat isfaftion. Where hav- 
ing 
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ing" followed it clofe under vigilant eyes 
till about two hours before fupper, they' 
are by a fudden alarum or watch word, ^ 
to be caird/t)ut to their military motions, 
iHider Ikie or covert, according to the 
ieafon, as was the Romane wont; firft 
on foot, then as their age permits, on 
borfe back, to all the art of cavstlry ; 
That having in fport, but with much 
exaftnefle, and dayly mufler, fcrv*d out 
the rudiments of their Souldierfliip in 
ail the ikill of embattailing, marching, 
encamping, fortifying, befeiging and 
battering, with all the helps of ancient 
a«id modern ftratagems, Tadiks and war- 
like maxims, they may as it were out 
of a long warre come forth renowned and 
perfect Commanders in the fervice of 
O 2 their 



tfceir caimtrjv Tiey wowld not the«^ 
if they were tru&ed viSik fair and hoft^ 
fun annies^ fufier them iw want? of jt^ 
^d wife ^cipUne to flied awity- ffom 
ahout t^m like 4ck feathera, l^^ugh 
they Ve Be^er fo oft fuppli'd; they \«ouH 
xiot &#x their empty and uiieecrud^lj^ 
^ploMlls pf twenty mea ia. a. conoipaAy^ 
to quaflfe «ut, or cpnvay i»to fecret 
hoards^ the wages of a delufive lift, and 
a mi^iiahte jP8mnanc.: yet Ib the moBSL 
while toie overmafter'd with a fcore or 
$waof di;\|akards5 the only fouldiery Lefit 
jabout them, or elie to. cmaply with i^ 
i^inefc and viol^ace&. No^^^crtaioly, i£ 
they kne^' ought of thsrt fcnoiidedge that 
fcelongs to good men or good: govei> 
^ours, they wx>uldi)Qt fufier theie ^ings^ 

But 
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jlut to rdturti to our own inffitute, be-^ 
ides ' thefe cotiftant exercifes ^t hohie^ 
liuire is atiDthi3r opportunity ef gainin||; 
experience torbe won frohi pteafurc itrdfir 
AtmA ;. ]b tkofe vernal feafons of the 
Y&ei^ when the &ir k calm and pleaiant^ 
k wtif e an injury and fuliennefle againft 
w^att not to gaout^ and fee her riche?^ 
md partake in her rcjts^cing with heaven 
«nd earths: I ihouid not therefore be i; 
perfWadcr ip them ©f ftudying mnebr 
thefts after two- c* three yeer that thcjr 
hflvd well laid their grounds^ but to ride 
mm in GOmpames with, prudent and ftatd 
guides^ t& all the garters of the land : 
kanttdg anid obferving all placet <y£ 
ftresgthy all ciHXondditles of bufidkig 
asd aS fdl^ for tdmm asd tifiafc^ Ufv 
O 3 bours 
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bours and ports for trade. Somtimea^ 
taking fea as farre as to our navy, to 
learn there alfo what they can in the 
pradticall knowledge of failing and of 
fea fight. Thefe waycs would trie all 
their peculiar gifts of nature, and if there 
were any fecrct excellence among them^ 
would fetch it out,, and give it fair op- 
portunities to advance it felfe by, which 
could not but mightily redound to the 
good of this nation, and bring into far 
fliion again thofe old admired vertues 
and excellencies^ with farre more advan^ 
tage now in'* this puritie of Chriftian 
knowledge; Not fliall we then n^ed thje 
Monfieurs of Paris to take our hopefujU 
youth into thir flight and prodigatl cufto- 
^ie$ and fend them over, back again tranf- 

form'd 
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ferm*d into mimics, apes &: Kiclhoes; 
But if they defire to fee other countries at 
three or four and twenty yeers of age; 
not to learn principles, but to enlarge 
experience, and make wife obfervation^ 
they will by that time be fuch as Ihall 
deferve the" regard and honour of all 
men where they paffe, and the foeiety 
and friendfhip of thofe rn all places who 
are beffi and mc^ eminent. And per- 
haps then other nations will be glad to 
vifit us for their breeding, or elfe to imi^ 
rate us in their own country. 

Now laftly f6r their diet there cannot 
be much to fay, fave only that it would 
be beft in the fame houfe; for much 
time elfe would be loft abroad, and many 
ill habits got ; and, that it ftiould be plain, 
O 4 healthfull. 
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h&dltb{vi\, and xnod^at^ I iiippofe ^ 
outofx:ontr<»r6r£e. Ti^usM^^ iUri^ 
Ub^ yon bay& a generail view hi writiiig^ 
ju your djsfire wa^> of ^bat wbtdtai: iQif^w. 
rail times $ ha4 diiSpoUirft witk you cqb«» 
ceriMog jhe b# and Ni^bleft way o£ 
EdiKation ; iipt !b£giiuoiDg> as fom« bave 
itooe from the cr^dle^ wbi^h y«t miglu; 
be wortb m#ny coftftd^ratiwsiji if }fwfhi^ 
bad not bean my fcopc^ maRyp$i||^:ciiH 
putnftanc€8 alfo I coidd bave ipeotio^'d:^ 
but this to fuch as bav^ the wc^rtb \xk 
them to make triall, for light and dire^« 
tioa may be anpugh* Only I b^liifve 
tb^t this is not a bow for ?v^y fl»o tq 
:(hoot in that counts bimielfe a traqher ^ 
but will require finews abnoft e^uall ta 
^hcife which tfomcr gav^ Ulyflr?$> y«t J 

am 
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anT withall perfwaded that it may prove 
much more eafie in the affay, then it 
ra)w feems at diftance^ and much more 
illuftrious t howbek not more difficult 
then I imagine^ and that imaginationj 
prefents me with nothing but very happy 
and very poffible according to beft wilh- 
es; if God have fo decreed, and this age^ 
have fpirit and capacity anough to ap- 
prehend*. 
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J&y Afc THOMSON; 

•'TpHEtB. K 1$ »o> oecd of a Preface ta 

;o£ tb^: b^tt of biwcxm rigbts> te any ooe 

19Q»H.: a^ it i% impai0^1& to proiuxK 
i^ter ai||;umfiiBttSi^ or to iet tbetn ii)L4 

h k pQflK>l« dtefe wy Fcee-bxaant Wi- 
ZQv^ wh^ ifi c^abteHi)f tihiirkiagi^ can exet 
Jofc all ftaie. qI ?eligiM aod vicfiue^. aad 
of tbft^digmty ef kumaa mtrntt fe dtcfe 
a dfegr^ as. t^ wifli foe that lamvecfel 
Igrmmpt,. JJarkaefi^ 4nd Barharitj^ 

againft 
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:againft which the abfolute Freedom of 
the Prefe is the only Prefervative ? For 
what elfe fpreads light, or difFufes know- 
ledge through the world ? But it feems, 
as a fenfe of the value of health is fome- 
ttmcs loft in the raidft of its full enjoy- 
ment ; fo men, through a habit of liber- 
ty, may. become ihfenfible of its inefti- 
mable worth : otherwife would not every 
one awake, roufe himfelf, and fay, when 
the moft dear and valuable of all the 
privileges, that government is defigned 
to proted:, is menaced, *^ That he will 
•**,fooner part with life itfelf than with 
^* that liberty without which life is not 
'^* worth the having : that he will fooner 
" fufFer his eyes to be put out, than his ^ 
^* underftanding to be cxtinguiihed." 
% We 



'We are told in hiftory of a * people 

iiat, after they had been iniired to fla- 

•very, were in a panick fear, when their 

liberty was offered/ to them. * And this 

I terrible effefl: *of Haytry ought to make 

every lover of mankind tremble at the 

thoughts of any fteps Or approaches to* 

wards the-diminutionof liberty- ** For 

'* without it, as Homer has told us, 

^^ men foon ceafe to be men : theyfoon 

•^^ ceafe to be ofatioteal creatures." 

Now without the abfolute unbounded 
freedom of writing and publifhing, there 
is no liberty ; no.lhadow.^of it : it is an 
empty found. For what can Liberty 
mean> if it does not mean, the Liberty 
of exercifing, improving, and informing. 

'* The Capipadocians . 

our 
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our^ underftamliij^ > «^ A people It^w 
*^ liberty,** laid ^ tnily good kii^ * W 
Eiaglarid,**^ wbi» tbey af$ free a* « houg-fct 
^* is-free. What is it Aa! m2Lktf a city, 
-^^ (foid the gsi^ Akaeas^ a poet, w!)K>fe 
** mu& was alwaysfkred atid-^hfut t^ 
^^ Ae beft of caufes) it is^ ttor vrnHk m4 
** buildings ; n©, it rs^^ bcffig iiiJlabi«ci§ 
'^^ by imeii : hy men^ wfed kiiowr tfeem- 
^^fek» to be men, and hete ibii^bde 
^* notions-^ the dignity 0f iiaiteaa !!&-•• 
''^ t«re: l>y men, who- know what ir is 
•^'a^lone chat exalts them' abi>«r die 
'*f^ bmtes.'^ Can we be eidiier virtuife* 
TOt re%iou§> witbout tte free ufe erf par 
Teaf0n^ witiiouttfhe tiieans^<rf kaowledge^ 
.^yid^ cjm' we hainr kii)(^kdge^ i£ meii 

♦ Slfwdt 

dare 
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^£hBft$»^ fectfy ftudjr^ and as freely coiiv 
«itlBi<»^ th^ fruits of * their ftudies^ 
-Whait i? . it *tha(t dt'ftinguilhes humaa fp-' 
#Qlecy from a brutifli .herd, but the iSour 
^Uhing of the Arts ai^d Sciences, the fre^ 
,.^xcr.cife -<3|f Wit aad Reafon ? What can 
^overnmeot mean, intend, or produce, 
ithat ris Worthy of man, or beneficial to 
^him^ :^s he is a rational creature, befides 
.Wifdpm, Knowledge, Virtue, and 
,'Science ? Js it merely indeed that we 
vinay ^at, drink, fleep, fing, and dance, 
..tvith fecutlty, that we choofe gover- 
o.o*ir§, (uhjed: ourfelves to their admi- 
-oiftration^ and pay taxes ? Take away 
irhe rAits, Jleligion, Knowledge, Vertue, 
.(ftU ;qf which muft flourifli, or fink to- 
-Stfth^O aad, ivt the name of goodnefs, 
P what 
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what Is left to u^ that is worth enjoySri^ 
or protecting ? Yet take away the Li- 
berty of' the prefe, and we are all at 
once ftript of the vrie of our nobleft fa- 

vculties : our fouls themfelves are impri- 

- foned in a dark dungeon : we maybreathe, 
but we cannot be faid to live. 

If the end of governors and govera- 
meiit is not to diflfafe with a liberal un- 
fparing equal hand, true ratioaal happi- 
Tiefs ; but to make the bulk of mankind 

/beafts of burden, that a few may wallow 
in brutifli pleafures : then it is confif- 
t-ent politicks to root out the defire and 
love of Light and Knowledge. Certain 

' Scythian Haves, that they might work 
the harder, had only their eyes defttdy- 
ed. But to extinguilh human, under- 

Handing, 
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i^ndmgy and eftablifh a kingdom of 
ddrkncfs, is juft fo far more barbarous 
^an even that monftrous cruelty, as the 
mind excels the body ; or as underftand- 
ing and reafon are fuperior to fenfe* 
Cardmal Richlieu fays, in his Political 
Teftament, ^« That fubjeds with know- 
** ledge, fenfe, and reafon, are as mon* 
^ ftrous as a beaft with hundreds of eyes 
f* would be ; and that fuch a beaft will 
.f^ never bear its burden peaceably* 
.^' Whence he infers, it is iinpoffible to 
^^ promote defpotiek power, while learn- 
f^ ing is encouraged and extended. The 
f* people muft be hood-winked, or ra- 
^^ ther blinded, if one would have them 
^^ tame and patient drudges^ In ihort, 
^f you muft treat them every way like 
P 2 " pack- 
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*^ pack-horfes or ihiiles, hot excepting 
^* the bells about their necks, which by 
** their perpetual jinglmg may be of ufe 
^^ to drown their c^res*'* Now this is 
plain dealing, and conliftent pfoKticks^ 
^ut to talk of Liberty arid Free Govcrft* 
meiit, Publick Good arid 'Rational Hap* 
5)inefs, as Trequiring limitations oh the 
^refs, and Licenfers of books^ is as ttb^ 
furd as to Ipeak of liberty in a dungeon 
wfth chains on ievery liriib^ Hobbes tod 
was confiftent with himfelf, and advtfes 
thofe who aim at abfokite dommion, t© 
deftroy all the aritient Greek and Latiit 
authors ^; Ijecatife, if thofe are rcadj 
Principles of Liberty, ahd jiift Senti* 
ments of the Dignity and 'Rights of Man* 
kind muft be imbib'd. But <ian there be 

more 
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itprc gl^nng bare-faced noafenfe thanf 
to fey, ^^ That the very fupport of ^ free 
*^ coBftitution requires the Extin^ion of 
"- the Prefs ;** that is, the ExtiniSkion of 
the ojiLY Means ©f knowing wliat we 
are as Men and Chrifiians;. wh^t our 
natures are capable of ; what is our jvift 
. happinefs, and how we ought to be 
treated by our governors; that is, by 
thofe whom we have entrufted with thfr 
management of our interefii a»d coa« 
cerns 1 

• I hope k will never be this- Bation^s 
misfortune to fall into the hands of an 
•adminiftration that do not from their 
fouls abhpr any thing that has but the 
rcnioteil tendency towards the eredion of 
% new and arbitrary jurifdiftion over the 
P 3 prefs: 
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prefs : or can otherwife l6ok Upon any 
attempt that way, than as the greatefl ^ 
impiety, the cruelleft, the wickedeft, the- 
moft irreligious thing that can be ima*> 
gined. Would it not be facrilegioufly 
TobbingGop of the only worihip he de- 
lights in, ^^ the worihip of the heart and 
** underftanding ?*' Can there be Relii I 
gion or Virtue without Reafon, Thbught, | 
and Choice? Or can Reafon, Think- 
ing. Knowledge, and Choice, fubfift 
without the only conceivable means of 
making men wife and and underftandiiig, I 
rational, and virtuous ? What is the 
king;dom of Christ ? doth not our Sa- 
viour delight in calling it Lighf^ and a 
Kingdom of Light ? And what did he 
come to deftroy but the kingdom of 

darknefs ? 
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l3^ki)6^s ? . And can-there be a kijigdoii^ 
of light, without the liberty, the im- 
Gonft^ained liberty, of diffufing light and 
knowledge? What is xht Reformat ivn^ 
4ff what does. it memi,.but the Liberty, 
the abfolute and perfedt Liberty of cor- 
f.ed:ii>g and refuting errors, and qf un- 
deceiymg manjcind ? Wliat is.it that we 
call P-HOTESTAJfeiTJSM, but a refolution 
ftedfaftly and undauntedly to oppofc all 
encroachments upon rational Liberty, 
the Liber,ty of the judgment and under- 
ilanding ; and to. maintain It as our moll 
valuable treafure, . our greateft and no- 
Weft privilege, in comparifon of which, 
'all other rights are mean and trilling, 
andfhardly deforve- the name of blcllings 
and advantages ? A free Proteflant 
P 4 Country, 
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picked things are publUh'd muft' thf {e 
lie no pubAifliing? I know itiiji4Ql:iJe|fted 
that there is a medium betwee^i anab^ 
folute Liberty of the Prefc, tod %A ab- 
iblute SupjJriSflioa, of it* ;.» Which I adv 
miti but yet aver the medium (by whipji 
cither Licerifiog or ftotbipg'. at alibis 
CDcant) JA far worfe on .all &^count$ th^ 
either. extfenH* Fpr tfeii»jgfe jwe are i^- 
^dced l;oidi..th^iIicenfer^: wduidr ftryeuu 
mth wJbiQkibmfi goods^ feed u$ with ^ppd 
convenient fpt w, tod only prevent .tb^ 
diftributioti of poifon 5 fvire fuch cant 
was loever meant toimpofoon any, }^xxt 
thofe who are afleep^ and cannot fee 9ne 
inch before thiem. Jutt no True Britoa 
therrfore be deceived by fuijh- fallacious 
jfpeeches, bUtcpnfidcrth^pecfiflary con- 

fequences 
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fgqueiices which muft follow;* and he* 
will ibon find that it is as the flattering 
language of the ftrange woman [in the 
book of Proverbs] who with -her fair 
Ihiooth tongue, beguileth the fimple, 
and leadeth them as an ox to the flaugh- 
ter. That plaufible and deceitful lan- 
guage leadeth indeed into the chambers 
of darknefs and -death. But this fubjefii 
is fully handled in the excellent Treatifc 
fubjoin'd. I will only propofe to the 
confideration of all lovers of Religiao, 
Virtue, Science, and Mankind, the few 
following queries ; and every one ought 
xnethinks to propofe them to himfelf 
every day of his life, as making a fun- 
damental Catechifm* For if the truths, 
which thefe contain, are not fundamen- 
tal. 



1^1, man fe not a man, bural)caft ; ir-^ 
l^on and rirtuc are emptjrnames. 

1. What: is ouf moft valuable part^ 
©T what Is it that maketh us capable of 
Religion, Virtue, and rational Happi- 
rieft ? Is it not our Reafon or Under* 
ftgjjding ^ 

2. What then is the nobleft privilege: rj 
that belongs to mam ? Is it not the free 
Exercife of his Underflanding, the full I 
ufe of all tht means of advancing in. 
Virtue and Knowledge I i 

3* What is it then that is, and muft : 

be, the chief end of government to en- ] 

courage and promote ? Is it not Know* 
ledge. Virtue, and Religion ? . t 

' 4. And can Knowledge, Virtue, of 
Religion, be promoted, if the only means 
' 4 of 
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of promoting them are taken away ? For 
what are the means of promoting them^ 
but the liberty of writing and publilh- 
ing, without running any rifque but 
that of being refuted or ridiculed, where 
any thing advanced chances to labour 
-under the juft imputation of falihood or 
f abfurdity:? 



f 
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A SPEECHof Mr. John Milton, 

For the Liberty of unlicenc'd Printing* 

^TPHEY who to States and Govear^ 
nours of the Commonwealth direik 
their Speech, High Court of Parlament, 
4Dr wanting fuch accefle in a private con- 
tiition, write that which they forefee 
jnay advance the pnblick good^ I fup- 
pofe them as 2X, the beginning of no 
Kieane endeavour, not a little altered 
5ind mov^d inwardly in their mindes: 
Some with doiibt of what will be the 
fucceffe, others with feare of what will 
4}e thecenFure; fome with hope, others 

with. 
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with confidence of what they have tx> \ 
fpealoe. And me |)eiliapiie&h of ihefc • i 
•difpofitions, as the, fubjeft was whereoa 
1 entered, «nay feave atother times va- ' 
Tioufly aiFejftedj -and likely naight an 
theie formoft expreffions now alio dif- 
^ck>fe which ef them fwayM .itsaft, t>tlt 
that ^ irery :attsmpt ef this additfle ^ 
: dius made, and the thought of w&oin It 
hath recomfe to, hath ^ot the power 
•within me toapaffion, farre more .weir 
trome :then inddeatall ' jto a. Fr efa0^ ^ 
Which though I ftay ttot^ jcoafefle ^rc 
iany sflce, I ihall be bhmseicflc, if :tt h^ ^ 
tio other^ then the joy and .gmtulatian 
3W?hich it brings to all who \\^;tLnd pro- 
mote their Countries liberty.; wherjsflrf' 
this whole difcourfe.;pippoi?d will be |i 

certainc 
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cettaine teftimony, if nQt a Trojphey^, 
Fqk, this is not the liberty which wee can^ 
fcope^ th^t no grievance ever IhoulcJ ajifo 
in the Coanfionwcalth;^ that l<st no njaij 
in thisr World exp^ft ; but when cquit 
plaints .are , freely he^yrd^ deeply co^*. 
der'd, qn^ fpeedUy xeformy^ then is th^ 
uJ;^IQf^ bound of civill liberty attained, 
th^t wife men Ipoke for. To wjiich if 

' I now manifeft by the very found of this 
which I Ihall utter, th^t wee ^re already 

I in good jpart arriv'd, and yet froq;i fuch 

I a ileepe difadvantqge of tyranny .and fu- 
perflition grounded into our principles 
as was beyond the manhood of a Rovian 
recovery, it will bee attributed firft, as 
is moft due, to the ftrong affiftapce of 

f Gop our deliverer, next to your faithful! 
Q^ guidance 
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guidance and undaunted Wifdome, Lords 
and Commons of England. Neither is it' < 
in God's efteeme the diminution of his 
glory, when honourable things are fpo- * 
ken of good men and worthy Magif- 
trate? ; which if I now firft fliould begin 
to doe, after fo fair a progrefle of your 
laudable deeds, and fuch a long oblige- -^ 
ment upon the whole Realme to your 
indefatigable vertues, I might be juflly ' 
reckn'd among the tardieft, and unwil- 
lingeft of them that praife yec. Never- ' 
thelefle there being three principal! 
things, without which all praifing is but 
courtjfhip and flattery, Firft, when that 
only is prais'd which is folidly worth 
praife : next when greateft likelihoods , 
are brought that fuch things are truly 

and 
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and really in thofe perfons to whom they 
are afcrib'd, the other, when he who 
praifes, by fliewing that fuch his adtuall 
perfwafioh is of whom he writes, can de* 
moi^rate that he flatters not j the for- 
mer two of thefe I have heretofore en- 
deavoured, refcuing the employment 
Y from him who went about to impaire 
your merits with a triviall and malignant 
Encomium; the latter as belonging chiefly 
to mine owne acquittall, that w^hom I fo 
extoU'd I did not flatter, hath been re- 
ferv'd opportunely to this occafion. For 
he who freely magnifies what hath been 
nobly done, and fears not to declare as 
freely what might be done better, gives 
.ye the beft covenant of his fidelity ; and 
that his loyaleft affedtion and his hope 
; 0^2 waits 



^^aits on your proceedings. His higheft 
praifing is not flattery, and his plaineft 
advice is a kinde of praifing ; for though 
I Ihould affirme and hold by argument, 
that it would, fare better with truth, 
with learning, and the Gomnionwealth, 
if one of your publilht Orders which I 
Should name, were <:aird in, yet at the 
fame time it could not but much redound 
to the luftre of your milde and equaU 
Crovernmcnt, when as private perfi>ns 
are hereby animated to thinke ye better 
pleasVJ^'with'publick advice, then other 
flatills have been delighted heretofore 
with publicike flattery. And men will 
then fee what difference there is between 
the magnanimity of a trienniall Parla- 
ment, and that jealous bautineffe of Pre- 
i dates 
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latcs and cabin Counfellours that ufurpt 
of late, when as they fliall obferve yeer 
in the midd'ft of your Yiftories and fuc- 
cefles more gently brooking writt'n ex- 
ceptions againfl: a voted Order, then other 
\ Courts, which had produc't nothing 
worth memory but the weake oftentatioa 
of wealth, would have endur'd the leaft 
r fignifi'd dlflike at any fudden Proclama- 
\ tion. If I ihould thus farre prefume 
I upon the meek demeanour of your civill 
and gentle greatnefle. Lords and Com- 
mons, as what your publiiht Order liatb 
'dired:ly faid, that to gainfay, I might 
defend my felfe v^rith eafe,. if any Ihould 
! accufe me of being new or infolcnt, did. 
they but know how much better I find 
ye cfleem it to imitate the old and ele- 

0^3 g^"^ 
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gant humanity of Greece, then the bar- 
barick pride of a Hunnijh and Norwegian 
itatelines. And out of thofe ages, to 
whofe polite wifdom and letters we ow 
that we are not yet Gothes and Jut-* 
landers^ I could name him who from his 
private houfe wrote that difcourfe to the 
Parlament of Athens^ that perfwades 
them to change the foxmt oi Democraty 
which was then eftabliiht. Such honour 
was done in thofe dayes to men who 
profeft the ftudy of wifdome and elo- 
quence, not only in their own Country, 
but in other Lands, that Cities and Si- 
niories heard them gladly, and with 
great refpeft, if they had ought in pub- 
lick to admonlfli the State. Thus did 
Dion Prufaus a ftranger and a privat Ora- 
tor 
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tor counfell the Rbodians againfl: a former 
ledid: : and I abound with other like ex- 
amples, which to fet heer would be fu- 
perfluous. But if from the induftry of 
a life wholly dedicated to fludious la- 
bours, and thofe naturall endowments 
haply not the w^orft for two and fifty de- 
grees of northern latitude, fo much 
^Tiuft be derogated, as to count me not 
equall to any of thofe who had this 
priviledge, I would obtain to be thought 
not fo inferior, as your felves are fuperior 
to the moft of them who rcceiv'd their 
counfell : and how farre you excell 
them, be affur'd. Lords and Commons, 
there can no greater teftimony appear, 
then when your prudent fpirit acknow- 
ledges and obeyes the voice of reafon 
0^4 from 
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from what quarter foever it be heard 
fpeaking ; and renders ye as willing to 
repeal any AGt of your own fetting forth, 
as any fet forth by your Predeceflbrs. 

If ye be thus refolv'd, as it were in- 
jury to thinke ye were not, I know not 
what fliould withhold me from prefent- 
ing ye with a fit inftance wherein to fliew 
both that love of truth which ye emi- 
nently prbfeffe, and that uprightneffe of 
your judgement which is not wont to 
be partiall to your felves ; by judging 
over again that Order which ye have or- 
dained to regulate Printing, fhat no Booky 
famphkfy or paper Jhall be henceforth 
Printed y unlejfe the fame he firfi approved 
and licenc't by fuchy or at leaft one of 
fuch as fliall be thereto appointed. For 

that 
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that part wliich preferves juffly every 
mans Copy to himfelfe, or provides for 
thepoor^ I touch not, only wifli they 
be not -inade pretenfes to abufe and per* 
fecute honeft and painfull Men, who 
offend not in either of thefe particulars.. 
But that other claufe of Licencing, 
Books,, which we thought had dy'd with- 
his brother quadragejimal and matrimonial 
when the Prelats expired, I flialt now at- 
tend with iuch a Homily, as fhall lay be- 
fore ye, firft the inventors of it to bee- 
thofe whom ye will be loath to own j 
next what is to be thought in generall of 
reading, whatever fort the Books be;, 
and that this Order avails nothing to the 
fiipprefEng of fcandalous, feditious, and 
libellous Books^ which were mainly in- 
tended 



n 
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tended to be fuppreft. Laft, that it will 
be primely to the difcouragement of all 
learnings and the (lop of Truth, not 
only by difexercifing and blunting our 
abilities in what we know already, but 
by hindring and cropping the difcovery 
that might bee yet further made both in 
religious and civill Wifdome. 

I deny not, but that it is of greateft 

concernment in the Church and Com- 

I monwealth, to have a vigilant eye how 

. Bookes demeane themfelves as well as 

men ; and thereafter to confine, impri- 

fon, and do fliarpeft juftice on them as 

I malefadors : For Books are not abfo-^ 

i lutely dead things, but doe contain a 

j potencie of. life in them to be as aftive 

; as that foule was whofe progeny they 

are; 
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are; nay they do preferve as in avioll 
the pureft efEcacie and extradion of ' 
that living intelledt that bred them. I 
know they are as lively, and as vigo- 
roufly produftive, as thofe fabulous 
Dragons teeth ; and being fown up and 
down, may chance to fpring up armed 
men. And yet on the other hand, un- 
leffe warineffe be us'd, as good almoft 
kill a man as kill a good Book; who 
kills a Man kills a reafonable creature, 
God's image ; but hee who deftroyes a 
good Booke, kills reafon itfelf, kills the 
image of God, as it were in the eye* 
Many a man lives a burden to theEarth ; 
but a good Booke^is the pretious life- 
blood of a matter f^irit, imbalm'd and \ 
treafur'd up on purpofe to a life beyond \ 
^ ~ "^ life, ' 
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life. *Tis true, no age can reffore a IJfey 
whereof perhaps there is no great lofle ; 
and revolutions of ages doe not oft re- 
cover the lofle of a rejed:ed truth, for 
the want of which whole Nations fare 
the worfe* We fliould be wary there- 
fore what perfecution we raife againft 
the living labours of publick men, how 
we fpill that feafon*d life of man pre- 
ferv'd and ftor'd up in Books ; fince we 
fee a ^kinde of homicide may be thus* 
committed, fometimes a martyrdome„. 
and if it extend to the whole impreffion^^, 
a kinde of maffacre, whereof ilie execu- 
tion ends not in the flaying of an elemen- 
tal! life, but fl:rikes at that ethereall and 
fift eflTence, the breath of reafon it felfe^ 
flaics aa imniortalicy' rather than a life. 

But 



I ^37 3 
But leftl'fhoiild be condemri'd of intro- 
ducing licence, while 1 oppofe Licenfing^ 
I refufe not the paines to be fo mucli 
Hiftoricall, as will ferve to Ihew what 
hath' been tionc by ancient and farooUs 
Commonwealths, againft this diforder^ 
till the tery time that tWs projedtof li- 
cenctng cf^pt out of the Inquijitkny • was 
catcht up by our Prelates, and hath 
caught Tome ©f our Presbyters* 

In Athens where Books aad Wits were 
-ever bufier then in arty Other part rf 
Greece y I finde but only two ibrtsi)f w^il* 
ings which the Magiftrate car'^ 'to late 
ffiotice of; thofe either blasphemous and 
Atheifticall, or Libellous. Thus the 
^oks of Protagoras were by the ludges 
^f Areopagus comtnanded to be burnt, 

and 



I 238 3 

and himfelfe baniflit the territory for a 
difcourfe begun with his confeffing not 
to know whether there were gods ^ or whe-- 
ther not : And againft defaming, it was 
decreed that none Ihould be traduc'd by- 
flame, as Was the manner of Vetus Comcei^ 
dia^ whereby we may gueffe how they 
•cenfur'd libelling : and this courfe was 
quick enough, as Cicero writes, to quell 
both the defperate wits of other Atheifts^ 
and the open way of defaming, as the 
event Ihcw'd. Of other feds and opi- 
nions though tending to voluptuoufnefle, 
and the denying of divine providence 
they tooke no heed. Therefore ^ve do 
not read that either Epicurus y or that li- 
bertine fehool of CyrenCy or what the 
Cynick impudence utter'd, was ever quef- 

tion'd 
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tion*d by the Laws. Neither is it re- 
corded that the writings of thofe old 
Comedians were fuppreft, though the 
adting of them were forbid ; and that 
Plato commended the reading of Arif- 
tophanes the loofeft of them all, to his 
royall fcholler Dionyjius^ is commonly 
known and may be excus'd, if holy 
Chryfojlontej «s is reported, nightly ftu- 
died fo much the fame Author and had 
the art to cleanfe a fcurrilous vehe- 
mence into the ftile of a roufing Sermon. 
That other leading City oi Greece j Lace^ 
damorty confidering that Lycurgus their 
Law-giver was fo addided to elegant 
learning, as to have been the firft that 
brought out ofjonia the fcatter'd workes 
of Homer y and fent the Poet Tbales from 

Greet 
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iJreei to prepare and j»oliifie the Spartan 

furlineffe with his fmooth longs and 

diodes, the better to plant among them^ 

law and civility, it is to be wonderMhow 

mufelefle and unbookiflx tkey w^re^ 

minding nought but the featsoF Warre. 

There needfd no licencing of Books 

^among them for they diflikM all, but 

f their ewncLaconici Jpothfgmsj and took 

ca flight occafion to chafe Ar^cbilocbus out 

*5of their city, perhaps for compofing in 

-a higher ftrainc then their owne fouldierly 

"ballats and roundels xould reach to: or 

if it were for his broad verfes, they 

were not therein fo cautious, but they 

were as diflblute in their promifcuou$ 

converfmg;. whence Euripides afiirmes 

in Andromache, that their w^omen were 

all 



ill unchafte. Thus much may give us 
light after what fort of Bookes were 
prohibited among the Greeks. The 
Romans alfo for many ages train'd up 
only to a military roiighnes, refemblirig 
moft the Lacedcsmonian guifc, knew of 
learning little but what their twelve 
Tables, and the Fontrfick College with 
their Augurs and Flauiins taught them in 
Religion and Law, fo unacquainted with 
other learning, that when Carneades and 
Critolausy with the Stoick Diogenes com- 
ming Embafladors to RomCy tooke there- 
by occafion to give the City a taft of 
thei^ Philofophy, t-hcy were fufpefted 
for ieducers' by no leiTe a man then Calo 
the Cenfoi/who niovVl it in the Senat to 
difti\tffe them fpeedily, and to banifli all 
«^^ '^ R fuch 



fyickjitiifk b^blers ont.xyf Imfy* ^ 
Sfipio and other$ c^ the nbbleQ ^natoi« 
^rithfloqd iiirn and his old Sabfn aufipri- 
fy : honourM and admir'd the men ; and 
the penfor himfelf at lad in his qld age 
fell to the ftudy of that whereof before 
hee was fo fcrupulou^. And yet at the 
famp time Navius and P/ai^ius jthiC firft 
JLatine comedians had fiU'd the City wltli 
all the borrowed Scenes of Menawfer and 
l^Mmon. Then began to be confider'4 
thpre alfo what was to be don to libelr 
Ipus books and Authors ; (or Navius wa? 
quickly caift into prifon for his unbridl'd 
pen, and releas'd by the Trihnef upon 
his recantation : We read alfothat libels 
were burnt, and the makers .puniflitlyy 
A^gtiJ^f The like ^verity bq dewlap 

was 
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•y^ lis'd if ought Mt€rc impipiaity writtM 
again^ thjeir fiftoenacd gods. Excejpt in 
thfife two paints, how the world went in 
Books, tke Magiftrat kept no reck-r 
jBog. And therefore Lucretius 'mthout 
ioipeachmemt veriifies his Epicuriihi to 
Msmr^iufgi and had the honour to be let 
ibcth die fecond tinie by Cicero fo great 
a father of the Commonwealth; although 
idftiMh difputes againli: that opinion in 
his Qwa writings. Nor was the Satyri- 
caH ftarpnefle, or naked plainnes of 
Lticiliusy or Catulhts, or Flaccus^ by any 
order prohibited. And for matters of 
&ate, the ftory of 3lf/«j Lm«^/, though 
4t extoli'd that part which fempey held, 
^as not therefore fuppreft by OSlavm 
Cd^fa^ of the other Fadtion. But that 
R 2 IJajb 
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Uafo was by him baniiht'in his old age/ 
for the wanton Poems of his youth, was 
but a meer covert .of State over feme 
fecret caufe.: and befides, the Books 
were neither baniflit nor caird in. From 
hence we fliall meet with little elfe 
but tyranny in the Roman Empire, that 
we may not marvell, if not fo often 
bad, as good Books were iilenc't. Ifliail 
therefore deem to have bin large 
anough in producing what among the 
ancients was punifhable to write, fave 
only which, all other arguments were 
free to treat on. 

' By this time the Emperors were be- 
come Chriftians, whofe difcipline in this 
point I doe not finde to have bin more 
fevere then what was formerly in prac?* 

tice* 
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ticc. The Books of tbofe wl^o^ni, t^vej, 

tppk to be i^^od .Hereticks were exa- . 

luiq'dy refuted, and , conderna'd i% the 

genisxaU Councels. ; and /not till then y ere 

prohibited, or burnt by autority of the 

I Eoipfror. As for the, writings of kh^* 

I then authors, unlefle they were^ ph^^ 

ipveftjves againft Cbriftianjty, as thofe 

I of. Porpbyrius and Pro<;lusj they met with 

no interdid that can be cited,.,tiU about 

ti^e year 400, in a Cartka^inicat^ Coungel, 

wherein Biihops themfelvesw^e. forbid 

i to read the Books of Gentiles, but Here- 

I fies they might read: while others ^qg, 

before. them on thej contrary fcrupl'd 

mpre the Books, of ^Hereticks, then of 

GefltUes. . And that the primitive Coun- 

eels an^ Biihops were wont only to de* 

R 3 clarc 
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clirc v^hit Books were ricrt comment!*. 
bie> paiEftg ha frirtJdr, ' BfjllestVirig it to' 
eacH ones cbflfcieiliie to' ipead 6i to fajr 
by, till n£tcttiit yeate'Styo, i* obferv'd 
already by Padri Patrh tlife great tftr-' 
ma&er of tltc Treniine CotmceL Aftdr 
whieii time the Pofpes of Rome engroflSng 
what they pleased bf PoHticall rule inta 
their owne haiid^, bxtertded their domi- 
nion over mens eyes, as- they had before 
over their judgements, burning and pro- 
hibiting to be read, what they fanfied 
itot ; yet iparing in their cenfures, atid 
the Books not many whifch they fb dealt 
With : till Martin the 5. % his Buff trot 
only prohibited, but ^as the firft-tfeat 
excotnmufiicated the reading of hereti-' 
call Bodks J f<* abtfut that time Wtckl^ 

and 
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snA Huffe groViiig tcrriblt, wcrft thjey. 

v^Uo lirfl cbfove the Pap^U Couetj t() a. 

fttifier poUcy of jgrohibiting^ WhklS 

coMx^ Leo the lo^ infl bis fuccefibrs fol^ 

tew'dy untill thi CounccU of Trent, and 

the Spanilh Inquifition engendrin^ to-. 

gethdr brought foYth, or ptrfetid-thbfe 

€at^l0^ue9^ and exptirging Indexed that 

fatke through the entrails of nijfn^ tn old 

good Author, with a violatkynt\^ort thea^ 

atxy coiild be offered to his toiti'b. Nor 

did they ftay in matters Hereticall, . but 

iny fubjcd that was not to their patat, 

fhcy iitKer condcmn'd in i prdhibition, 

eT had it. ftrait into the ne\V Purgjitpry of 

an IflKftx. To filj iij> the meafure of 

^lKroadHiiient,-'tiiw,fe^ mventign was 

IP ordain that no Book^ pamphlet^ or 

R 4 paper 



C ^4^ 3j 

peiperihould be Printed ^as if S|*P^fifr. 
had bequeathed them, tb^ Jdeys oi the 
PreiTe-'alfo out of jPaiiadifc) unleffc it 
were approved and liccnc't under the 
hands of 2 or 3 glutton Friers. For exr 
ample: ^ 

Let the Chancellor Gni be pkas-d to 

fee if in this prefent work be conr 

tain'^d ought that may withftand 

the Printing, ..... / . . 

Vincent kabatia Vicarof Florence^ 

I have feen this prefent work, and 

find nothing athwart the Catholicfc 

faith and good manners :. In. wit-i 

neffe wherecrfl hate given, &c.. 

J^colbCaniQhda(k\l9toi¥]m€tiQtk 



' Ati:^ftd«g the precedent rchtbri, it is: 
allowed that this ' prfefqst work 'of , 

'■',]■ Vincent 'Rabatta^ &c. 
It may be printed,. Jnly i$.. 

Prior Simon Mompei d'Am^0 Ch^n- 
' c«lldr of th^ 'holy, office in Flo-^ 
rencV. ; .:! 

Sure they have a. conceit, ifh? of the 
bottomleffe pit had nof long fince broke, 
grifon, that this quadruple' exorcifm 
would barre him down. J feare their 
next defigne will be to get; into their, 
cwftody the licencing of that which they 
fay '^Claudius intended, but went not, 

* Quo veniairi daret flatum crcpitumque 
ventris in convivio emittendi. Sueton. in 
<Ilaudio« 

titrough 
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tUtdtig^ -T^iifhi - Voutfafe to fee tnothcr 
efthiit forms die. Romaft ftaitip : 

Imprimatur f If it feem gtiiod to the re- 
•' ^ i«*6iid Mafter of the holy Palace, 
B^Uaftfo Vlceger ew.^ 

YliVSuNkdlbRoMpbi Mafler 
of the holy Palace. 
Sometimes 5 Imprimaturs are feen to*- 
gether dialbgbe-wife in the Piatza of one 
'fltle page, complementing and ducking 
each to other with their &av*n reve- 
rences, whether the Author, who ffahdi 
by in perplexity at tTie foot of his Epif- 
tle, llialt to the Prcffe or to the fpiinge. 
Thefe are the pretty refponfories, thefif 
zit the dtfare AhtiphoiVfes that f6 be- 
wicht of late our Prelats, and theif Chapr 
% laines 



and htfmii-mtir-^i^a;filkikiii)fyfii4iif 

im&\j hfifkmilkf-i ^at ffbm lAth^eth 
houfii, dnt^tkei^'^nfitlM^'^eft end Of 
Poitlsi fo ap^t&f Itomaiiiik^^ ^flt ^ 
word of cdfnmand flUI w^s 4tt ^SWnSltS 
LMnej (i» if iht le&rfied Oritra^a^csll 
pen that Wh>t6 ]t> wblik) e§ft n^ ink 
wilfeoiit Latiiife : or ^tih&p^i is t\i»f 
tfeoaghtl, becftufe no vwlgj^ teSgwfe Wl«. 
worthy to eit^eSe the |>Ute <jt«iceif of 
a:n hnpHrhatuh; But ratket, fts I koptf^ 
for that our Ehgliftj/the lafsgaage of 
rhen ever ftniousr, and fafmoft in th* 
at<:hieyeinent» of Hberty^ aViH t^f eaffljr 
fihde fcnrile'.Ieitter* *idw td^^pclKueh ft 
^adtdtie tpreflihiption E6g»Atr AuA 
thus ye hiVe the Irirefttaft^ atid the ori* 

ginall 



gillaU of Bpokrl«ceti^ng i:^;iap^ and 
<^l^9 as limsiUy as anyr pQ(%iKc« We 
have i? n0t,.:that <w l>e^ Ji«w4<)i!PfF from 
%liy ^n?ieB;^atfoi or p^iit^fi pC'Churdi, 
Wtby;fipy.^^te left us by^ur Ancef- 
^s el4^.C^ later; nor froni the mo- 
4erne w0mi crf^ any reformed Citty, or 
Church abroad ; but from the moftAuti- 
clu;ifti4ft CQqnc^l> andthe ipoft tyran- 
nous Jbquifition that ever ipquir'd. Till 
then Books were ever as freely admitted 
ipto the World as any other, birth ; the 
ifiue of the brain was no n^orf jftifl'd then 
^e ifltieof .tl^e-wpmb :. ijQjenyious Juno 
fij^W.crpf-kg'd ovqr theD^ivUy of any 
ip^ns in(eUp&uaU of^^fpri^f but if it 
l^ov'd a Moni^er^ who deoi^^ .but tk£ 
it waci jvi^ybvumt^ pr funk in^ the Sea« 
. But 
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But that a jBooIc In wors canditba th^- 
a peccant; ibul^ ihould be to fiand before: 
a Jury ettk be bortie to the World, and 
undergo yet in darknefle ifce judgement 
of Radamanth and his CpUf gues,. ejre it 
can pbfieCfae ferrf badkw^d into li^t^ 
was fiever heard before, till that myfte- 
rious iniquity ptovokt and troubled at 
the firft ebtrM<Je of Reformation, fought 
out new iknbo's and nei^r hells wherein 
they might include our Books alfo within 
the number of their damned. And this 
l^as the rare mdrfell fo officioufly fnatcht 
up, and fo itfavourdly imfitated by our 
inquifitUrient Biihops, and the attendant 
minorites their Chaplains. That ye lik^ 
not n^.^tbefe moft certain Authors 6f 
(bis lkej9i:ii!ijg order^ and that all finifter 
•. .1 intention 
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Intuition wad'^ farre <^liittt'"from yontf 
thoughts, when ye were importunVi t|i^ 
paffing it, all men who know the Ipteg- 
rity of your aAions, and how fe honour 
Trudi, wiUdear yee rea^ily^ - 
> B|it feme will fay. What though the 
Jfiveiitorfi were ba^, the diing for alt 
that may loe good? It nxay fo^ jtet if 
thzf thing be no Aich di^ep invention^ 
but obvious, and eafie ^or any man M 
light on, and yet be^ and wlf^ Cpm- 
ittjonweakhs through all ages, and occa- 
: fi<M\s have forborne to ufe it^ and falfeft 
.feducers, and ©ppreflers of men w^jrc 
the firft Who tooke it up, and to no 
other purpofe but to obftruS' and hinder 
the ftrft approach of Refortffiition ; lam 
o( thofe who belee^ie^ it witi^ a har- 
der 



»aet akhynay then LuHius evwJcneWt t«i 
ful^liifiat 4ny good ufe oujt of fuch an iQt 
:¥ention. Yet this only is what I reqii^ 
to ggin from this neafon^ thia): it may bo 
held a dnQgerpus and fyCpicioys fruit, af 
certainly it d^ferves, fof the tr^e (bgl 
boris it) vntiU I cap diifeA one by one 
the properties it has. Byt>l havp irft 
to iiruih» ^ was propoiin^ed, what is tf 
b^ thought 4n gener^ll of reding Bqo^^ 
what ever fo;t they be, and whether b? 
moreth^ b^&eiit;,orthehiarnx that.thencf 
proceeds ? 

Not to iqfift Mfm th^ examples of 
MpfeSt Hanifl^ & Pau/^ who w^re ikiW 
i^U in all the learQing.of the JSgypti^^ 
Caldeans, and Greeks, which could ncf 
probably be without reading theirBoQks 

of 
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6f all fort?, in Paul efpecially, who 
thonght it no defikment to infert into 
feoly Scripture the fentences of three 
Greek Poets, and one of them a Trage- 
diM, the queilion was, notwithftanding 
fometimes controverted among the Pri- 
mitive Doctors, but with great odds oa 
that fide which affirmed it both lawful! 
and profitable, as was then evidently 
perceiv'd, when Julian the Apoftat, and 
futtlcft enemy to our faith, made a de- 
cree forbidding Chriftians the ftudy of 
heathen learning : for, faid he, they 
wound us with our own weapons, and with 
our owne arts and fciences they overcome 
us. And indeed the Chriftians were 
put fo to ther fhifts by this crafty means, 
and fo much in danger to decline into all 

ignorance, 
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ignorance, that the two JpoUinarii were 
fain as a man may fay, to coin all the . 
feven liberall Sciences out of the Bible, 
reducing it into divers forms of Orations, ■ 
Poems, Dialogues, ev'n to the calculat- 
ing of a new Chriflian Grammar, But 
faith the Hiftorian Socrates^ The provi- 
dence of God provided better then the 
indiiftry of ApolUnarius and his fon, by 
taking away that illiterat law with the 
life of him who devis'd it. So great an 
injury they then held it to be deprived of 
Hellenick learning ; and thought it a per- 
fecution more undermining, and fecretly 
decaying the Church, then the open 
cruelty of Decius or Bioclejian. And per- 
haps it was the fame politick drift that 
the Divell whipt St. Jerom in a lenten 
S dream. 
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drc^m, for reading Cicero; or elfe it was-, 
a fantafm bred by the feaver which had 
then feis'd him. Fox had an Angel bm 
his difcipliner, unlefleit were for dwell- 
ing too much upon Ciperonianlfm, and 
had chaftiz'd the reading, not the vani- 
ty, it had bin plainly partiall ; firft to 
corredt him for grdLWcCicero^ and not for 
fcurrill Plauius whom he confefles to 
have bin reading not long before; next 
to correft him only, and let fo many 
more ancient Fathers wax old in thofc 
pleafaat and florid ftudies without the 
lalh of fuch a tutoring apparition ; in- 
fomuch that Bafil teaches how fome 
jgood ufe may be made of Margins a 
fportfull Poem, not now extant, writ by 
Homer j and why not then of Morganie 

aa 
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an Italian Romanze much to the fame • 
purpofe. But if it be agreed we fhall 
be tfy'd by vifions, there is a vifion re- 
corded by Eyfebius far ancienter then this 
tale of Jerom to the Nun Eujlothium^ and 
befides has nothing of a feavor in it* 
Dionyjkis AkxAndrinus was about the year 
240, a perfon of great name in the 
Church for .piety and learning, who 
had wont to avail himfelf much againft 
hereticks by being converfant in their 
Books ; untill a certain Prefhyter l^id it 
fcrupuloully to iis confcience, how he 
durfl: venture himfelfe among thofe de- 
filing volumes. The worthy man loath 
to give offence fell into a new debate 
with himfelfe what was to be thought ; 
when fuddenly a vifion fent from God, it- 
S z is 
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is'hls own Epiftle that fo averrs it, ton- 
firmed him in thefe words : Read any 
books what ever come to thy hands, for 
thou art fufficient both to judge aright, 
and to examine each matter. To this 
revelation he affented the fooner, as he 
confefles, becaufe it was anfwerable to 
that of the Apoftle to the I'heffalonians^ 
Prove all things, hold fail that which i:S 
good. And he .might have added ano- 
ther remarkable faying of the fame Au- 
thor; To the pure all things are pure, 
not only meats and drinks, but all kinde 
of knowledge whether of good or eyill:; 
, the knowledge cannot defile, nor con- 
fcquently the books, if the will and con- 
science be not defird. For books are 
as. meats and viands are.; fome of good, 

libme 
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fome of evill fubflance ; and yet God,, la 
that -unapocryphall vifion, faid without 
exception, Rife Peter y kill and eat, leav- 
ing the choice to each mans difcretion. 
Wholefome meats to a vitiated ftomach 
differ little or nothing from unwhole- 
fome ; and beft books to a naughty mind 
are not unappliable to occafions of evill. 
Bad meats will fcarce breed good nou- 
rifhment in the healthieft concodtion ; 
but herein the difference is of bad books, 
that they to a difcreet and judicious 
Reader ferve in many refpedts to difco- 
ver, to confute, to forewarn, and to il- 
luftrate. Wherof what better witnefs 
can ye expedt I Ihould produce, then 
one of your own now fitting in Parla- 
ment, the chief of learned men reputed 
S 3 in 
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in this Land, Mr. Seldeny whofe volume 
of naturall & national laws proves, not 
only by great authorities brought to- 
gether, but by exquifite reafons and 
theorems almof! mathematically demon- 
ftrative^ that all opinions, yea errors^, 
known, read, and collated, are of main 
fervice and afliftanee towards the Ipeedy 
attainment of what is trueft. 1 conceive 
therefore, that when God did enlarge 
the univerfall diet of mans body, faving 
ever the rules of temperance, he thea 
'alfo, as before, left arbitrary thie dyet- 
ing and repafting of our minds; as 
wherein every mature man might have 
to exercife his owne leading capacity. 
How great a vertue is temperance, how 
much of moment through the whole life 

of 
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ef man ! yet God commits the ihanag*- 
iHg fa great a truft, without particular 
Law or prefcription, wholly to the de-- 
raeanour of every grown man. And. 
therefore when he himfelf tabl'd the 
Jews from heaven, that Omer which was* 
every" mans daily portion of manna,; 
is computed to have bin more then might 
have well fuffic'd the heartieft feeder 
thrice as many lAeals* For thofe aftions 
which enter intoa man, rather thenifTue 
out of him, and therefore defile nor,.. 
God ufes not to captivat uilder a per- 
petuall childhood of prefcription, but 
trufts him with the gift of reafon to be 
his own choofer ; there were but little 
work left for preaching, if law -and 
wmpulfion Ihould grow fo faft upon. 
S 4 thofe 
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thofe things which hertofore were go- 
vern 'd only by exhortation* Salomtm in- 
forms us that much reading is a weari- 
nes to the flefti; but neither he, nor 
other infpirM author tells us that fuch^ 
or fuch reading is unlawful!; yet certain* 
ly had Go]> thought good to limit us 
hereiD^ it had bin much more expedient 
to have told us what was unlawfully then 
what was wearifome. As for the burn- 
ing of thofe Ephefian books by &• Piodt 
converts, tis reply 'd the books were 
magick, the Syriack fo renders them. 
It was a privat ad, a voluntary aft, and 
leaves us to a voluntary imitation: the 
men in remorfe burnt thofe books which 
were their own; the Magiftrat by this 
example is not appointed ; thefe me» 

pradiz'd 
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praftiz'd the book^^ another tniglit per- 
ha|)»have read them in fome fort ufe- 
fully* Good and evill we know in the 
field of this World grow up together 
almoft infeparably ; and the knowledge 
of good is fo involved and interwoven 
with the knowledge of evill, and in fo^ 
many cunning refemblances hardly to be 
difcern'd, that thofe confufed feeds whicb 
were imposed on PJyche as an inceflant 
labour to cull out, and fort afunder, were 
not more intermixt. It was from out 
the rinde of one apple tailed, that the 
knowledge of good and evill as two twins 
deaving together leapt forth into the 
World. And perhaps this is that doom 
which Adam fell into of knowing ^od 
2xxA evill, that is to fay of knowing good 
I by 
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hf eviir. As therefore the ftate oiF manv 
ROW is ^ what wifdome can there be to 
choofe, . what continence tc forbeare* 
without the knowledge of evili ? He that 
can appr^hend\nd confider vice with all 
her baits and fceming pleafures, and yet: 
abftainy and yet diftinguiih, and yet pre- 
fer that which is- truly better, he is the' 
true warfaring Chriftian* I cannot praife^ 
a fugitive and eloifter'd vertue, unexer- 
cis'd and unbreath'd, that never faliies* 
out and fees her adverfary,. bur flinks 
out of the race, where that immortall: 
garland is to. be run for, not without: 
duft and heat. Affurediy we bring not. 
innocence into the world, we bring im- 
purity much rather : thatiwhich purifies- 
lis is triall, and. triall is by what is con.-: 

. trary. 
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tmrj. That vertue therefore which i* ' 
but a youngling in the contemplation of 
evill, and knows not the utmoft that 
vice promifes to her followers, and re- 
jedts it, is but a blank vertuc,^ not a 
pure ; her whitencfle is but an excremcn- 
tall whiteneflc ; Which was the reafon. 
why our fage and ferious Poet S/wncer^ 
whom I dare- be know^a to think a better 
teacher then Scotus- or Aquinas^ defcriB- 
ing true temperance under the perfon of 
GuioHj brings^ him in with his palmer 
through the cave of Mammon, and the^ 
bowr of earthly Wiffe that he m4gKt fee 
and knowi and yet abflain. Since there^ 
fore the knowledge ^nd furvayof vice is in 
'this world fo neceflary to the conftituting 
of human vertur,. aad the fcanning of 

error 
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error to the confirmation of truth, how 
•can we more fafely, and with leffe dan- 
ger fcout into the regions of fin and fal- 
fity then by reading all manner of trac- 
tats, and hearing all manner of reafdn ? 
And this is the benefit which may be 
had of books promifcuoully read. But 
of the harm that may refult hence three 
kinds are ufually reckn'd, Firft, is fear'd 
the infedion that may fpread ; but then 
all human learning and controverfie in 
jrellgious points mull remove out of the 
world, yea the Bible itfelf ; for that oft- 
timi^Nmplates blafphemy not nicely, it 
defcribes the carnall fenfe of wicked 
men not uneli^ntly, it brings in holi- 
^it men paffionately murmuring againft 
jprovidence through all the arguments 

of 
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of Epicurus : in other great di(]:)utes it an- 
fwers dubioufly and darkly to the com- 
mon reader : And ask a Talmudift what 
ails the modefty of his marginall Keri, 
that Mo/^s and all the Prophets cannot 
p^rfwade him to pronounce the textuall 
Chetiy. For thefe caufes we all know 
the Bible it felfe put by the Papift into 
the firft rank of prohibited books. The 
ancienteft Fathers muft be next removed, 
as Clemmt of Alefcandria^ and that £ij/^ 
Han book of Evangelick preparation, 
'tranfmitting- our ears through aboard of 
:lieathenilh-obfcenities to receive the GoC- 
peL Who finds not that Irenaus, Efi^ 
fhaniusy Jeromj and dthers> difcover 
^'inore herefies then they will confute, and 
•that oft for hcrefie which is the truer 

opinion. 
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opinion. Nor boots it to fay for thefe, 
and all the heathen Writers of greateft 
infeftion, if it muft be thought fo, with 
whom is bound up the life of human 
learning, that they writ in an unknown 
tongue, fo long as we are fure thofe 
languages are known as well to the worft 
<rf men, who are both moll able, and 
mofl: diligent to inftill the poifon they 
fuck, firft into the Courts of Princes, 
acquamtitig them with the choifeft de- 
lights, and criticifms of fin. As per- 
haps did that Tetronius whom Nero calPd 
his Arbiter^ tht Matter of his revels ; 
and that notorions ribald of Jrezza, 
dreaded, and y^t dear to the Italian 
Courtiers. I name not him for poftcT 
titles fake, whom Harry the 8. nam'd 

in 
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In merriment his Vicar of helL By which 

compendious way all the contajgion that 

foreine hooJcs can infufe, will £nde a 

pafjage lo the people farre eaiier and 

Ihorter than an Indian voyage, though it 

fliould be fail'd either by the North of 

Cataio Eaftward^ or of CanadaWt&.\\^xdj 

while our Spanilh licencing gags the 

Engliih Prefle never fo feverely. But 

on the other fide that infeiftipn which is 

from books of controverfie in Religion, 

is more doubtfull and dangerous to the 

learned, then to the ignorant ; and yet 

thofe books muft be permitted un- 

toucht by the licencer. It will be hard 

to inftance where any ingnorant man 

hath bin ever feduc't by Papifticall book 

in Engliih, unlefle it were commended 

and 
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iind expounded to him by foine of that 
Clergy: and indeed all fuch tradats 
whether falfe ©r true are as the Prophc^ 
fie oflfaiab was to the Eunucby not to be 
^underftood wiihout a guide^ But of our 
Pticfts and Doftors how many have bin 
V corrupted • by ftudying the comments of 
Jefuits and Borbonifisy and how fail they 
could transfufe that corruption into the 
people, our experience is both late and 
fad. It is not forgot, fince the acute 
and diii^QiArminius was perverted meer- 
ly by the perufing of a namelefle diA 
cours written at Deify which at firft he 
^took in hand to confute. Seeing there- 
fore that thofe books, & thofe in great 
abundanxe , which are likelicft to taint 
both life and <k)(9:rh}e, cannot be fup- 

preft 
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preft without the fall of learnings and of 
all ability in difputation, and that thefe 
booksrof either fort are moft and fooneft 
catching to the learned, from whom to 
the common people what ever is hereti-» 
call or diffolute may quickly be con- 
veyed, and that evill manners areas per-i 
fedtly learnt without books a thoufand 
other ways which cannot be flopt, and 
evill do&rine not with books can propa-. 
gate, except a teacher guide, which he 
might alfo doe . without writing, and fo, 
beyond prohibiting, I am not able to. 
Unfold,, how this cauteloui. enterprife of 
licencing can be exempted from the num* 
ber of vain and impoffible attempts. And. 
he who were pleafantly, difpos'jJ^ could 
not well avoid to lik'n it to the exploit of 
T that 
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"be no hindrance to his 
there ttiould be fo much 
ays usM to keep that- 
ch IS utifit for his reading, ' 
the judgement 6? Ariftotle * 
of Salomtn^ and of our Sa- 
tfafe hifri good precepts, 
|ucnce not willingl)'' admit 
\ books ; as being certain 
an will make l)etter ufe pf 
Met, rhati a fool will do of 
'Tis next alleg'd we 
>ofe ourfelves to temptations" 
:llky, and next to that, not 
time in vain things. To both' 
ions one' anfwer Will ferve, 
ounds already laid; that' to' 
books ate not temptations,' 
Ta nor 
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•that, gallant man who thought to pound 
up ihe crows by Shutting his Parkgate. 
Befides anotlier inconvenience, if learn- 
ed men bethelirft receivers out of books 
& difpredders both of vice and error^ 
how Ihall the licencers themfelves be 
corifided in, unleffe we can conferr upon 
them, or they affume to themfelves above 
all others in the Land, the grace pf in- 
fiillibility, and uncorjruptedneffe ? And 
.again, if it be true, that a wife man like 
a good refiner can gatlier^old out of the 
flroffieft volume, and tliat a fool will te 
i fool with the'beft*book^ yea or witli- 
out book, there is no reafon that we 
ihould »dej)five a wife man of any ad- 
vantage to his vvifdomte, while we feek 
to:reftrain from a fool, that which tein^j 

leftrain'd 
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rdtrainM will "be no hindrance to his ' 
foily. For if there 'ihould be fo much 
exadlnefie always us*d to keep that - 
from* him which is utifit for his reading, ' 
we Ihould in the judgement o{ Arjjiotle * 
not only, hut of Salonj$n^ and of our Sa- 
viour, not voutfafe hifn good precepts, 
and by confequence not willingly admit ^ 
him to good books ; as being certain 
that a wife man will make l^etter ufe pf 
an idle pamphlet, than a fool will do of 
faercd Scripture. *Tis next alleg'd we 
itiuft notexpofe ourfelves to temptations 
without neceflky, and next to that, not 
imploy our time in vain things. To both' 
thefe objedKons one' anfwer will ferve, 
ovit of the grounds already laid; that to' 
aH men fuch books ate not temptations; 
T2 nor 



1 

[ 176 ] 
nor vanities ; but ufefull drugs and ma* 
terialls. wherewith to temper and com* 
pofe effedkive and flrong med^cins, which . 
mans life cannot want. The reft,, as 
children and childifh men, who have not 
the art to qualifie and prepare thefe 
working mineralls, well may be exhort- 
ed to forbear, but hindered forcibly they 
cannot be by all the licencing that Saint- 
ed Inquifition could ever yet contrive ; 
which is what I promised to deliver next^ 
That this order of licencing conduces 
nothing to the end for which it was 
fram'd ; and hath almoft prevented me 
by being clear already while thus much- 
hath bin explaining. See the ingenuity, 
of Truth, who when flie gets a free and 
willmg hand, opens her felf fafter, then 

the 
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•the pace of Dfrethod and difcours can 
overtake her. It was the tafk which I. 
;begaQ with. To ftiew that no Nation or 
well inftituted State, if they valu'd books 
at all, did ever yfe this way of licenc- 
ing ; and it might be anfwer'd, that 
4his is -a piece of prudence lately dif- 
^over'd. To which I return, that as it 
was a thing flight and obvious to think 
<m, fo if it had biia difficult to finde out, 
there wanted not among them long fince, 
who fuggefted fucha cours ; which they 
not following, leave us a pattern of their 
judgement, that it was not the not know- 
ing, but the not approving, which was 
the caufe of their not ufing it. . PlafOy a 
man of high autority indeed, but lead 
of all for his Commonwealth, in the 
, .. T 3 book 
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took of his laws^ whkb no City ever 
yet received, fed bis.fancie with making 
many edi<Ss to his ayric Burgomafier&, 
which they who othcrwifc admire him, 
wiih had bin rather buried and: excused 
in the genial cu^ of an Academkk night- 
fitting. By which laws he feems.'ta to^ 
lerat no kind of learning, but by unal- 
terable decree, confiding moft of prac^ 
ticall traditions, tp the attainment where>- 
of a Library of fmalfer bulk then his 
own dialogues wcMild be abundant. : And 
there alfo ena£ts that no Poet ihould fo 
much as read to any privat man^ what 
he had writt-n, untill the Judges and 
Law- keepers had feen it, and allowed it : 
But that Plato meant this Law peculiarly 
to that Commonwealth which he. had 
^ I imagined, 
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invagih^ai' and ^to no other, is evident. 

Why was Ke hot elfd a Law-giver to Him- 

jfelf, but a tranfgreflbr, and' to be ex- 

peri*d by his own Magiftrates; botK 

^6r the wanton epfgrams and' dialogues 

which he ' made, and his perpetual! 

teaditig of Sopiiroti, Mmusy and An fib^ 

fhanesj books of groflefl infamy, and 

^Ifo fbr conimehdihg the latter of them 

though he were the malicious libeller of 
< » ♦ ■ ■ . 

His* chief friends, to be read by the 

Typant Dionyjtus; who had little need of 
fuch tralh to' {j^end his time on ?* But 
that he knew this licencing- of Poems 
had reference and dependence to many 
other provifo^ there ftt down in his fan- 
ciied republic, which in this v^orld could' 
have no place : and fo neither Ife him- 
T 4 ^ f^lf.^ 
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felf, nor any Magiftrat, , or City ever 
imitated that cours^ which tak*n apart 
from thofe other collater^lIinj})i)&iQM 
muft needs be vajn and fmitleflc. F« 
if they fell upon one kind pf &fi&m^fi^ 
\mleffe their care were ^^uall to rcgdleifi 
all other things of like aptnes to corsupf 
the mind, that finale endeavour they 
knew would be but a fond labour; to fhm 
and forti^e one gate againfl corriiptic^, 
and be neceffitated to leave others roua4 
about wide open. If w? think to regUr 
lat Printing, thereby to refiifie mapners^ 
we muft regulat all recreations and p^C- 
times, all that is delightfull to man* 
No mufick inuft be heardj no fong fei? 
fet or fung, but what is grave and Do^ 
rlcL There muft be licencing (Jaocprs, 

that 
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that no gejfture, mption, or deportment, 
be rtaught our youth but \«|hat by theiif 
allowance fl^tjl be thought hon^; for 
iuch Flato wa$ provided pf ; It will ask 
more then the work of twenty j^iccAcers 
to iQ^0ii9 all t;he lutes^ the violins,, and 
tlve ^hittars in every houfej they muft 
not be fjijffer'd to prattle a$ thjey doe, but 
ijauft he licenced .what they may fay. 
And ^ho ihall'filence all the airs and 
ihadrigalls, that whifperfoftnos in cham- 
bers ? The Windows aljTo, ,ai>id the 
Falcone's muft be thought on, there are 
fhrewd books^ with dangerous frontif- 
pices fet to fale; who fhall prohibit 
thatn, Ihall twenty licenfers ? The vil- 
lages alfo muft have their vifitcwrs to en- 
quire what leAures the bagpipe and the 

rebbeck 



rebbeck reads ev'n to the bdiatry, ancf 
the gammuth of levery municipal' M\€rl 
for thrfe are theCoiintf-ym^s Arcadia's 
and h\$ Mbnie Ahyors. Nexty whaitmore' 
Nationall corruptbh,fbr which Ehgland* 
hears, ill abroad, then houflioFd glutto- 
ny; who-flikH be thefeftors of bur daily^ 
rioting? and- what fhall be done to iii- 
hibit the multitudes ' that freq\ienttKofe" 
houfeswhiere drunVries ii fold' and hai^- 
bdur^d? Our garmefits alfo Ihould be' 
referred tO' the licencing of /ome morer 
fober work-mafters to fee them cut into* 
a lefle wanton garb. Who fhalV regular* 
all the mixt convcrfation of our youth,- 
mate and female together, as is the f»^ 
fliion of this Country, who ihall ftill ap-' 
point what Ihall be difcours'd, whatr 

pre- 



-prefurri'd^'andnofurdfer? " Lallly, whe 
jfaall forbid and feparat all idle refortr^ 
«H evili wmpany? Thefe thhigsf^ vriH 
Jse^ and muH be ; but hovr they ihall ht 
Jicft hurtfell; how left ^nticirigj herein 
corififts the grave and governing. wifdorA 
of a State. To fequefter/out of the 
world intoJilaiUick and Eui^an polities^ 
which never can be drawii lAto ufe^ will 
»6t mehd. our conditkm ; but to ordaiA 
wifely as in this world . o£ jevill^ in thf 
mid'ft whereof God^ hath placet us una- 
.voidably*. Nor is it PlaiQ^s licencing of 
books will doe this^ whkh neceflarily 
pulls along with it fo many other kinds 
joi licencing^ as will make us ail both 
ridiculous and weary, and yet fruftrat j 
.but tbofe unwritten, or at leaft.uncon*- 

ftraining 
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gaining laws of vertuous education^ re- 
ligious and qiyill nurture, wliicli P/o/a 
diere mentions, as the bonds and liga- 
ments of the Commonwealth, ithe pillars 
labd die foftainers of e^rery writt'n Sta- 
liite ; thefe they be which will bear chief 
iWay in fuoh matters as thefe, when ail 
licencing will be eafily . ehidedv . Impu* 
joity and remiiffbnes, for certain are the 
bane of a Cbmmonwealth, . buit here the 
gteat art lyes tx> difcern in whsft the law 
is to bid reftraint and puniihment, and in 
ivhat things perfwafion only is. to work. 
If every a&ion which is good, or evill in 
man at ripe yeairs, Were to be under pit- 
tance and prdfcripdon, and compuliion, 
ivhat were vertue but a name, what praife 
could be then due .to well-doing, what 

gram- 
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gramm^cy to be fober, juft or continently 
many there be that complain of divio 
Providence £ot {ufkxingJdam to tranC*. 
grefle^ fopliih tongues :!* i^hen Gop gave 
him reafon^ he gave him ^eedom toi 
choofe, for r^on is but chopfiog; }» 
had binelfe ameer arti6ciall A4am^ fych 
an Mam as he is in the moticms. We 
our felves efteem not of th^t obedience,, 
or love, orgift,w.hich isof. force; GoPv 
therefore left him fre^, ^fet^ before him a 
provoking, objed:, ev^r almpft in his 
eyes hereip ^pnMed. his merits hereia , 
the , rightof hii^ reward^ ^the praife of iii$^ 
abftinence. Wherefore did he .creat. 
paifions within us, ple^res mound aboyt 
us, ,but that tbefe righfly tempered are , 
the very ingifcdients of vertu?. THcy; 

are 



C 296 ]J 

art i»t "^IfiiU conliderers' of human 
thfings, whrflmagm to retnSve fin by re- 
moving the matter of fin ; for, befides 
that it istifhiige heap incrcafoig imdcr 
the very ad: of diminilhing, though feme 
part 6f it may' for a time be withdrawn 
fi'cmi'fome perfons, it cannot from all, 
in ftich*a untrerfall thing ars books are ; 
and when this is- <lone, yet the fin re*' 
niains entire* Thovigh ye take froni a 
cov'etous man all his treafure^ he has yet 
one jewel! Icft,^ ye cannot hereave him ■ 
of his covetotifneffe. Banifh WI bbjeifts 
of luft, Ihut lijy all youth into this fever- 
^-difcipiinethat can be exercisMin'any 
her mitage^ ye cannot mate them chafte, ' 
that came not thither fo: ftich -great 
care and Wifdomis required to the right 

ma- 
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^managing of this point. §uppofe we' 
^covild expell.iiD. by this xneajis.: look; 
.how much we thus.expell of fin, fo^ 
much we-q^pell^of vert;ue : for the matter, 
of them both is fhe fame; remoye;?h[5it,; 
and ye remove them both alike. This, 
jullifies the. h^h providence pf God,; 
who though he coiprnand us,temperance, > 
juftice, continence^ yet powrsout before 
.us ey'n to a profufe;ies. all, defipable;. 
things^ and gives us minds that ^anwan^ .. 
sder beyond all limit ^an4 faticty^ . Why , 
•ihould we thej^ affedt a ligor contrary to', 
'the manner of God and of nature, by » 
abridging or fcanting thofe means,. which ; 
books freely permitted are, both to the , 
triall of vertue, and the efercifeiofti^otlu. 
It would be better dpae toicam th^t,thc i 

Jaw 
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iaw muft nee& be frivolous which goes 
to reftrain things^ uncertainly^ and yet 
^uailf working to gc)od^ and to evilL 
ilnd were I the ch<k>fer9 a dram of 
well-doing ihould :he jurefenrM before 
many times as nmch the forcible hin^ 
jdraace of ^vHl-dding. For God fure 
.efleems the growdi and x:onipleating of 
pObe vertuous peribn^ more then the re- 
:^aint of ten vitious. And albeit what 
.ever thing we hear or fee, fitting, walk- 
ing, trawiling, or converfing, may be 
fitly call'd our book, and is of the fame 
effeft^ that writings^ jtre, yet grant the 
thing to be prohibited were only books, 
it appears that thi? ordfer hitherto is far 
infuffibient to- the end which it intends. 
Do we -not fee; not once or offner, but 

weekly 
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weekly that continu'd Court-libel! againft 
the -Parlament and City, Printed, as the 
wet fheets can witnes, and difpers't among 
U9, few: all that licencing can doe > yet 
this is the prime fervice a man would 
think, wherein this order (hould give 
proof of it felf. If it were executed, 
you*l fay. But certain, if execution be 
remiffe or blindfold now, and in this 
particular, what willit be hereafter, and 
in other books. If then the order Ihall 
not he vain and fruftrat, behold a new- 
labour. Lords and Commons, ye muft 
repeal and profcribe all fcandalous and 
unlicenc't books already printed and di- 
vulged i after ye have drawn them up 
into a lift, that all may know which arc 
condemn'd, and which not ; and ordain 
U that 
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that no forrc;in books be deliver'd-oul; of 
cuftody, till they have bin re^ over. 
This, office will require the wJtiole tioi^ 
oi not a few ovexfeers, suad thofe w> vul*- 
gax men. There be alfo books which 
are. pan ly ufefull and excellent, partly 
culpable, ax>d perDiaious ; this \vprk^ w.iU 
;^ik as inany morr officials^ to piak£ cxr 
pv^g^ation^ ^d expundtions> that th^ 
Ci^jnonwealth of learning bp not daov- 
nify'd. . In fine, when the multiuid^ of 
booli^ encreafe upon their hand$> . ye 
ipiuft be fain to catalogue all thofe Print- 
ers Vfho are found frequently ofiending, 
^nd forbidd the iniportation of their 
whple fufped)e4 typography. In a word, 
th^}^ thi$ your or(}er may be f xad:, and 
not defiiJient, ye muft reform it perfeA- 
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iy according to the model of Trent and 
Sevilj- which I know ye abhorre to doe. 
Yet though ye (hould condifcend to this, 
which God forbid, the order ftill would 
be but fruitleffe and dcfedtive to that 
end whereto ye meant it. If to prevent 
feds and fchifms, who is* fo unread or fo 
uncate^hisM in ftory, that hath not heard 
of many fe&s refufing books ^s a hin- 
tirance, and preferving their doftrine 
tinmixt for many ^ages, only bj'^ unwrit- 
ten traditions. The Chriftiin faith, for 
that wais once a fchifni, is not unknown 
to' have fpread aU over AJia^ ere any Gof- 
pel or Epiflle was ften in writing. If 
the' amendment of-manners be aym'dat, 
ibok'iritaitaly and Spain, whether thofe 
phcei be one fcruple the better, the 
U a honefter. 
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honefter, the wifer, the chafter, finc€ all 
the inquifitionall rigor that hath bin ex- 
ecuted upon books. 

Another reafon, whereby to make it 
plain that thi§ order will miffe the end it 
feeks, confider by the quality which 
^ughl tgt be in every licenccr. It can- 
pot be deny'd but that he who is made 
judge to fit uppq the birth^ or death of 
books whether they may be wafted into 
this world, or npt^ had need to be aman 
above. the common meafure, both ftu-» 
^ious, learned^ and judicious; there 
ixiay be elf^ no m^aq miftakes in thQ 
^p nfure of what is payable or not; \^hicb 
is alfo no mean injury. If he be of faqh 
wprth as behopvs him, there cannot be 
a more tedious and unpleafing Journey- 
. . . work 
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work, a greater loffe of time levied upcm 
his head, then to be made the perpetual! 
reader of UDchofen books and pamph-* 
lets, oftimes huge volumes* There id 
no book that is acceptable unlefle at cer- 
tain feafons; but to be enjoyn'd th^ 
reading of that at all times,, and in a 
hand fears legible, whereof three page* 
would not down at any time in the faireft 
Print, is an impofition which I cannot 
beleeve how he that values time, and his 
own ftudies, or is but of a fenfible nof- 
trill fhould be able to endure. In thi» 
one thing I crave leave of the prefent 
licencers to be pardoned for fb thinking : 
who doubtlefle took this office up, look- 
ing on it through their obedience to the 
Patlamcnt, whcfe command perhaps 
U 3 made 
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made all things feem eafie and unlabo^^ 
rious to them ; but that this Ihort triall 
hath wearied them out ^already/' their 
own expreffions and cxcufes to thfeni 
who make fo many journeys to foUich: 
their licence, are tellimony ariough. 
Seeing therefore thofe who now poffefle 
the imployment, by all evident figns 
wilh themfelves well ridd of it, and that 
no man of worth, none that is not a plain 
. unthrift of his own hours is ever likely 
to fucceed them, except he mean to put 
himfelf to the falary of a Preffe-correc- 
tor, we may eafily forefee what kfed of 
licencers we are to expedt hereafter, either 
ignorant, imperious, and remifle> or 
bafely pecuniary. This is what I:had to 
fliew wherein this order cani>ot conduce 

to 
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to that eni^^ whereof it bears the inten-- 

. I Jaftly. proceed, frdm the no good it 
ean do, w the rnanifeft hurt it. cal^, 
in beiog firft ,the greatpft ^ifcourag^ix^pnt j 
a0d affiront, that can be offered to learn- 
ing and to learned men. It was;the 
complaint and lamentation of Prelats,. 
upon every leaft brfath ,of a mptidn to- 
remove plu,ralitiesi and diftribute more " 
eqwally Church reveau's,^ that then all 
learning would be for ever dalhf and 
difcourag'dv But as for that opinion, I 
never found caufe to think that the tenth 
part of learning ilood or fell with- the 
Clergy i nor could I ever but hold it for 
9 fordid and unworthy fpeech df anjr 
Churchman who )iad. a competency Iqft 
U 4 him. 
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him. Jf therefore ye be loath to dif- 
hearten utterly and difccmtent, not the 
mercenary crew of falfe pretenders to 
kamingy but the free and ingenuous 
ISrt of ftich as evidently were born to 
ftudy, and love lerning for itfelf, not 
for lucre, or any other end, but the fer- 
vice of God and of truth, and perhaps 
that lafting fame and perpetuity of praife 
'which God and good men have con- 
fented Ihall be the reward of thofe whofe 
publiiht labours advance the good of 
mankind, then know^ that fo far to dif- 
truft the judgement & the honeily of one 
who* bath but a common repute in learn- 
ing, and never yet offended, as not to 
count him fit to print his mind without a 
tutor and examiner, left he ihould drop 
• a fcilin, 
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a fcifiti, or fomething of corruption, is 
the greateft difpleafure iand indignity to 
a free and knowing fpirit that can be 
put upott him. What advantage is it to 
be a man over it is to be a boy at fchool, 
if we have only fcapt the ferular, to 
come under the fefcu of an Imprimatur ? 
if ferious and elaborat writings, as if 
they were no mor^ then the theam of a 
Grammar lad under his Pedagogue muft 
not be utterM without the curfory eyes 
of a temporizing and extemporizing li- 
cences He who is not trufted with his 
own a<ftions, his drift not being known 
to be evill, and Handing to the hazard 
of law and penalty, has no great argu- 
ment to think himfelf reputed in the 
Commonwealth wherein he was born, 

for 
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for other then a fool of a foreiner. Whei> 
a. man writes to. the worlds he:ftima^oDS; 
up all his reafon and deliberatien to affift^ 
him ; he fearch«s> meditat^y is> induf— 
trious, and likely confults smd conferrs 
with his judieious friends ;. after all 
which done he takes himfelf to be. in- 
formed in what be writes, as well as any 
that writ before him; if in thisdiemoft 
a)nfummat aft of his fidelity and ripe-- 
neffe, no years, n© indpftry, naforrrber 
proof of his abilities can brii^ him ta 
that Hate of maturity, as not to be ftill 
mifljufted and fufpedted, unleffe he 
carry all his confiderat> diligence^, all his^ 
midnight watchings, and expencr erf 
PaJJadian oyl, to the hafty view of an 
unleafur*d liccncer, perhaps mm;^h .bis 

younger, 
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younger, perhaps for his inferiour in- 
judgement, perhaps one who never knew 
the labour of book-writing, and if he 
be not rq)ulft, or flighted, muft appear 
in Print like a punie with his guardian, 
and his cenfors hand on the back of his 
title to^ be his bayl and fusjety, that he 
is no idiot, or feducer, it cannot be but 
a diihonor and derogation to the author, 
to the book, to the priviledge and dig- 
nity* of Learning. And what if the au- 
thor Ihali be one fo copious of ^fancie, as 
to have many things well worth the add- 
ing, come into his mind after licencing^ 
while the book is yet under the Preffe, 
which not feldom happ'ns to the beft 
and diligenteft writers : and that perhaps 
a doxen times in one book. . TheiPrb- 

ter 
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tcr dares not go beyond his licenc't 
copy ; fo often then muft the author 
trudge to his leav-giver, that thofe his 
new infertions may be viewd ; and many 
a jaunt will be made, ere that licencer, 
for it muft be the fame man, can either 
be found, or found at leifure; mean 
while either the Prefle muft ftand ftill, 
which is no fmall damage, or the author 
toofe his accurateft thoughts, & fend 
the book forth wors then he had made 
tt, which to a diligent writer is the 
greateft melancholy and vexation that 
can befall. And how can a man teach 
with authority, which *is the life of 
teaching, how can he be a Doftor in his 
book as he ought to be, or elfe had 
better be filent, whenas all he teaches, 

all 
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all he delivers, is but uader the tuition, 
under the corredtion of bis patriarchal 
licencer to blot or alter what precifely, 
accords not with the hidebound humor 
which he calls his judgement. When 
every acute reader upon the firft fight of 
a pedantick licence, will be ready with 
thefe like words to ding the book a coits 
diflance from \nm, 1 hate a pupil teacher, 
I endure not an inftrudter that comes to 
me under the.wardlhip of an overfeeing 
fift. I know nothing of the licencer, 
but that I have his own hand, here for 
bis arrogance ; who Ihall warrant me his 
judgement ? The State Sir, replies the 
Stationer, but. has a quick return. The 
State Ihall be my governours, but not 
my criticks; they may be miftak'n in 

the 



the choice of a Ikencer, as ealily as this 
licencer may be miftak*n in an author : 
This is fome common flufFe; and he* 
might adde from Sir Francis Bacon, Thlt 
fuch authoriT^d books are but the language 
of the times. For though a licencer Ihould 
happ'n to be judicious more then ord- 
nary, which will be a great jeopardy of 
t^e next fucceflion, yet his very 6ffic6 
and his commiffion enjoyns him to let 
pafle nothing But what is vulgarly re- 
ceived already. Nay, which is 'more 
lamentable, if the work of any* deceafed 
author, though never fo famous in his 
life-time, and even to this day, come to 
their hands for licence to be Printed, or 
Reprinted, if there be found in his book 
one fentence of a ventrous edge, utter'd 

in 
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in tlie height of zeal, and who knows 
whether it might not be the didtat of a. 
.diviae Spirit, yet not fuiting with every 
low decrepit humor of their own, though 
it were Knox himfelf, the Reformer of a 
Kingdom tiiat fpake it, they will not 
pardon him their dafli : the fenfe of that 
great man. fliall. to all poller ity be loft; 
for-the fearfulncffe, or the prefeimptuous 
xaflmeffe of a perfundtory liccnccr. And 
to j^at an author this violence hath bin 
lately done, and in what book of greateft 
confequence to be faithfully publifht, I 
could now inftance, but Ihall forbear till 
a more convenient feafon. Yet if thefe 
things be not refented ferioully and time- 
ly by them who have the remedy in their 
power, but that fuch iron moulds as 

thefe 
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thefe Ihall have autority to knaw out the 
choifeft periods of exquifiteft books, ami 
to commit fuch a treacherous fraud 
againft the orphan remainders of wor- 
thieft men after death, the moi^ forrow 
will belong to that haples race of men, 
whofe misfortune it is to have under- 
iflianding. Henceforth let no man car^ 
to learn, or care to be more then world- 
ly wife; for certainly in higher matters 
to be ignorant and flothfuU, to be ^ a 
common {faedfaft dunce will be the ooiy 
pleafant life, and only in requeft^ 

And as it is a particular difefteem of 
every knowing perfon alive, and mofl: 
injurious to the written labours and mo- 
numents of the dead, fo to me it feems 
an undervaluing and vilifying of th^ 

whole 
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I whole Nation. I cannot fet fo light by 
^ ail the invention, the art, the wit, the 
■ grave and folid judgement which is in 
England, as that it can be comprehend* 
ed in any twenty capacities how good 
foever, much leffe that itlhould not paiTe 
except their fuperintendence be over it, 
except it be fifted and ftrain'd with their 
ftrainers, that it fliouid be uncurrant 
without their manuall llamp. Truth 
and underftanding are not fuch wares as 
to be monopolized and traded in by 
tickets and flatutes, and ftandards. We 
muft not think to make a ftaple com- 
modity of all the knowledge in the 
Land, to mark and licence it like our 
broad cloath, and our wooU packs. 
What is it but a fervitude like that im- 
X pos'd 



[ 3o<5 J 
pos'd by the Philiditm, not to bei^lr 
low'd the Iharpaing of our own axes *nd 
coulters, but we muft repair from all 
quarters to twenty licencing forges. Had 
any one written and divulg'd erroncoifs 
things & fcandalous to honed life^ mif«- 
ufing and forfeiting the efteem had of 
his reafon among men, if after conTic- 
tion this only cenfure were adjadg*4 
him, that he fliould never henceforth 
write, but what were firft examined by 
an appointed officer, whofe hand fhoul4 
he annext to pafle his credit for him, 
that now he might be fefely read, it 
could not be apprehended leffe then a 
difgracefuU punilhment. Whence to in- 
elude the whole Nation, and thofe that 
ocver yet thus offended, under fucb s^ 

diffident 



C 3^7 I 
diiidentahd fuTpcflfuil prohiblticA, ifiay 
j^lakfly be vinderAood what a difparage*^ 
naent it is* So much the mcre^ when 
M dettors and delmquents may walb 
^road without a keeper, but unoflSin- 
five books amQi not ftirre forth without 
a vifibie jaylor in thir title* Nor is it 
to the common people leffc then a re- 
proach ; for if we be fo jealous over 
fhettt, as that we dare not truft them 
^Ith an Englifti pamphlet, what doe 
1^ but ccnfure them for a giddy, vitioqs^ 
jRnd ungroUftided people ; in fuch a fick 
tod w«ak^ftate mf faith and difcretion, 
as to be able to take nothing down but 
through the pipe of a licencer? , That: 
this is care or Ipve of tliem, we caonot 
pretend, viUn^ in. thofe fop Jib place* 
X 2 where 
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where the Laity are moil hated and dif- 
pis'd the feme ftridiies is us'd oyer thexo. 
Wifdom we cannot call it, becaufe it , 
flops but one breach of licence, nor that 
neither; when as thofe corruptioDS 
which it feeks to prevent, break in faftcr 
at other dores which cannot be lhut« 

And in conclufion it refieda to the 
difrepute of our Minifters alfo, of whole 
labours we fliould hope better, and of 
the proficiencie which thir flock reaps 
by them, then that after all this light of 
the Gofpel which is, and is to be, and 
all this continuall preaching, they^lhould 
be ftill frequented with fuch an unprin- 
ciprd, unedify*d, and laick rabble, as 
that the whifFe of every new pamphlet 
ihould ftagger them out of thir ca^- 

chifm. 
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chifih,. and Chriftian walking. This 
may have'much reafon to difcourage the 
Ministers when fuch a low conceit is had 
of 'all their exhortations, and the bene- 
fiting of their hearers, as that they are 
not thought fit to be turn'd loofe to three 
fliects of paper without a licencer, that 
all the Sermons, all the Lectures preacht, 
printed, vented in fuch numbers, and 
fuch volumes, as have now well-nigh 
made all other books unfalable, Ihould 
not be armor anough againft one fingle 
incbiridiofij without the caftle St. Angelo 
of an Imprimatur. 

And left fom Ihould perfwade ye. 
Lords and Commons, that thefe argu- 
ments of lerned mens difcouragement at 
this your order, are meer flourilhes, and 
X 3 not 
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not really I could recount what I hav^ 
fcen and heard m other Comitries, where 
this kind of inquifitiod t^anriizes ; when 
I have fat among their learned men, for 
that honor I had, and bin counted happy 
to be born in fuch a place of Fbilojophie 
freedom, as they fuppo^*d England was, 
while themfelves did nothing but be- 
inoan the fervil condition into which 
lerning amongfi: them was brought ; 
that this was it which had dampt the 
glory of Italian wits ; that nothing had 
bin there written now thefe many years 
but flattery and fuftian. There it was 
that I found and vifited the famous Ga- 
iileo grown old, a prifner to the Inqui- 
fition, for thinking in Aftronomy other* 
wife than the Francifcan and Dominican 

licencers 
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^ctbMtB fEcnight; Arid though! knew 
that England then was groaning loudeft 
under the Prekticall yoak, neverthel^^. 
I took it as a pledge of future hap^iues^i 
tixzi other Nations were fo perfv^taded of 
her liberty. Yet was it bipy6nd my: 
hope that thofe Worthies w«r^' then* 
breathing in her air, who fliould be hir 
leaders to fuch a deliverance^ as fTi^l^ 
ixcver be forgott'n by any revolution' of 
time that this world hath to finilh.* When 
that was once begun, it was as little in 
my fear, that what words of comprint 
I heard among learned men of other 
pares utter'd againft the Inquifition, tlie 
fame I Ihou'd hear by as lerned men at • 
home utterd in time of Parlamcnt agalhft 
an order of licencing ; ,and that fo gene- 
X 4 rally, 
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rally^ that when I hadiliiclQ&'d ti^fjMi %. 
companion of their difcontent, I might- 
fay, if without envy, that he whom an 
honeft quajiorjbip had indear'd to the 
Sicilians^ was not more by them im-* 
portun'd againft Verres, then the favour- 
able, opinion which I had among many 
who honour ye, and are known and re* 
ipefted by ye, loaded me with entreaties, 
and perfwafions, tjiat I would not defpair 
to lay together that which juft reafon 
ihould bring into my miml, toward the^ 
removal of an undeferved thraldopx upoa 
learning. That this is not therefore the 
disburdning of a particular fancie, but 
the common grievance of all tbpfe wha 
had prepared their miods and ftudies 
above the vulgar pHch to advance txuth 

in 
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m dthers^ and from others to entertain it, 
thiis much may fatisfie. And in their 
name I Ihall for neither friend nor foe- 
conceal what the gen^all murmur is ; 
that tf it come to inquiiStioning again, 
and liceneing, and that we are fo timo- 
rous of our felvs, and fo fufpicious of all* 
men, asr to fear each book, and the Ihak- 
ing of every leaf, before we know what 
the contents are, if fome who but of late 
were little better then filenc^t from 
preaching, fhall come now to filence us 
from reading, except what they pleafe, 
it cannot be gueft what is intended by 
fom but a fecond tyranny over learning : 
and will foon put it out of controverfie 
that Bifiiops and Presbyters are the fame 
to us both name and thing* That thofe 

evilla 



evilly of Prelaty wfei^kbtfchw &mnlfive 
or fix and twentyr.Seos wefftrdtfliilmttrlf: 
charg'd wpon th^ft whole pft>jte/ivdlla8owt 
light wholly pp<m. kar^g^ i$, nbt ob«^ 
fcure to us i y^eaas: qow; tji^Paftor of d. 
fip^i \mlGarnfi<lP?riiki',pq thc.fudden 
IhaH be exaJtf4VVrph-biflio];> oyer a laqjc: 
dipces of hop^ and yet^oot .rwnoviei, 
but keep JWs ^l^ep cur< too, a.myfttcitH 
pluralift, H« who but qf 1»IC cry'd 
dowr^ the foli; oifdi^ation of every noYicei 
Batchelor of A^t^ and deoyM fok jurif. 
diftion over th^ fimpleft Parifliioner^ 
Ihall now at honie in hu5 privat chair af-*. 
fume both thefe over v^orthiefl and ex- 
cellenteft books and ableft authors that 
write them. This is not, Yee Covnants> 
and Proteflations that we have made,' 

this 
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thi^'if iMt tb putfdown Pfckty, this h 
hvtyto chopranfipHcQpacjr, this is but 
tti'tnfaflateltlitt Palascc Metrofoiitan from 
oneikiml oS'ddmiobti into another, this 
irbilt an 6M«.oanani6aIi iKght of com-i^ 
muting our peaiaDce* To ilkrtfe thus be<i 
tinier at a mccr uplicenc't pamphlet 
mil after a wHil^^ be afraid of every conv 
veJfiticle, atid^a^.^hiic after willirtake a 
cMTehdcle df every Chriftian meeting. 
Biit I am certain that, a State govdrnM by 
the rules of jaftice and fortitude, or a 
Church built ^od founded upon the rock 
of faith and tr^e^knowledge, cannot be 
io pufillanimous. While things are yet 
not conftituted in Religion, that free- 
dom of writing ihbuld be reftrain'd by ^ 
difcipline ixnitated from the Prelats, and 

learnt 



klamt by them from the Inquifidon t6 
0iut us up all again into the breftof a 
liceiicer, mtaft needs give caufe of doubt 
and difcouragement to all learned and 
i^ligious mem Who cannot but difceni 
the finenes of this politic drifts and who 
are the contrivers; that while Bilhops 
vere to be baited down, then till Prefles 
might be open ? it was the peoples birth- 
right and priviledge in time of Parla- 
ment, it was the breaking forth of light.' 
Bw now the BMhops abrogated and void- 
ed out of the Church, as if our Refor- 
mation fought no more, but to make 
room for others into their feats under 
another name, the Epifcopall arts begin 
1:0 bud again, the crufc of truth muft 
Tun no more byle, liberty of Printing 

muft 
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muft be entbraU'd. again under a Prc- 

^ Uticall conuniiSon of twenty^ the pri^ , 
yUege of the people nullify'd, and which v 
is wors, the freedom of. learning muft 

, groan again, and to her old fetters j all 
this the Parlament yet fitting. Although 
their qwn late arguments and dffence$ 

i ^gainft tibc Prelats might remembeif 
them that this obftru&ing violenjce meets 
for the fjjofl: part with an event utterly 
oppc^e to. the end which it drives at.; 
inftead of fuppr^ng Teds and fchifmss 
it rai&s thi^m and inveits them with a 

^ reputation,: Tb^ punijhing of wits eih 
bounces their autority, faith the Vifcount 
^•MbanSy and a forbidden writing is 
fbougbi t obe a certain/park of truth that 

\ Jiies uf in the faces of them wko feeke tp 
,4 tread 
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frec^i B cut. This order therefore may 
prove a nurfing mother to'^fSft*, but I^ 
ihall eafily ihew hxiw it will ht a fte]^- 
dame t6 Truth-: ^nd firft by difinabling 
Us td the maintenance of whrf is known 
already. '- - *' 

Weil knows' he who ufes toxonfidcr, 
that our faith and knowledge thrives by 
^xercrfe, as well as our Ifmbs and com- 
plexion. Truth IS compared in Scrip* 
^ture to a ftreaming fountain; if hcf 
waters fiow not in a perpetuall progref* 
ifion, they fick'n into a muddy pool of 
conformity and tradition. A n^n may 
be a heretick in the truth; and if he 
beleeve things only becaufe his Paftor 
fayes fo, or the Affembly fo detcrmins, 
without knowing other rcafon> though. 

his 



h«8^^elirf'^:|:iiijei yet tKcve^y truth' he> 
^ hpl4^> b^itim^^ his herdic* There is not^ 
zoff bUrdep tjaat fom would gladlier poft » 
' ctfT to gn^ther, then the charge and care - 
ofih^ir JifeligiDn. There be, iwhoknaws 
not that thcare be of Proteftants and pro- 
feiTori who iixfi aiid dye in as arrant an 
i implicit faith, as any lay Papift of Lo- 
TpttQ. A M/iakhy man addled to his 
pleafure .and to. his profits,: finds RelU- 
gpon to be a traffick fo entang^d, and 
of fo many piddling acooiints, th|it of 
all myfteries he cannot «kili to keep a 
fiock going upon that ti^de^ What 
ihould he doe ? fain ht would have tfa^: 
I name to be religious, fain he would bear 
I up with his neighbours iq that. What 
f does he th§r«fore, but refolds to giv€^ 

over 
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over toylmg and to find himfelf out fom 
fador, to whofe care and credit he may 
commit the whole managing of his ne* 
ligious affairs ; fom Divine of note and 
eftimation that mud be. To him he ad-^ 
heres^ refigns the whole ware-houie of 
his religion, with all the locks and keyes 
into his cuftody; and indeed makes the 
very perfon of that man his religion 5 
eileems his aflbciating with him a fuffi^ 
cient evidence and commendatory of his 
own piety. So that a man may fay his 
religion is now no more within himfelf^ 
but is become a dividuall movable, and 
goes and comes neer him, according as 
that good man frequents the houfe. He 
entertains him, gives him gifts, feafts 
him, lodges him; his religion comes 

home 
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Home at night, praies, is liberaHy fupt, 
and fumptuouily laid to flecp, rifes, is 
fainted, and after the malmfey, or fome 
well fpic't bruage, and better breakfaftcd 
then he whofe morning appetite would 
have gladly fed on green figs between 
Betkahy and hrufalem^ his Religion 
"u^alks abroad at eight, and leaves his 
kind entertainer in the ihop trading all 
day without his religion. 

Another fort there be who wheii they 
hear that all things ihall be order'd, all 
things regulated and fetl'd; nothing 
writt*n but what pafles through the cuf- 
tom houfe of certain Publicans that have 
the tunaging and the poundaging of all 
free fpok'n truth, will ftrait give them- 
felves up into your hands, mak'em & 
Y ,cut 
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cut 'em out what religion ye pleafe ; 
there be delights, there be recreations 
and jolly paftimes that will fetch the day 
about from fun to fun, and rock the 
tedious year as in a delightful! dream. 
What need they torture their heads with 
that which others have tak'n fo Ilri&ly , 
and fo unalterably into their own pour- 
veying. Thefe are the fruits which a 
dull eafe and ceffation of our knowledge 
will bring forth among the people. 
How goodly, aud how to be wiiht, were 
fuch an obedient unanimity as this, what 
a fine conformity would it ftirch us all 
into? doubtles a ftanch and folid peece of 
frame- work, as any January could freeze 
together. 

Nor 
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Nor much better will be the canfe- 
I quence ev'n among the Clergy themT 
, felves ; it is no new thing never heard 
of before, for a parochiall Minifter, who 
has his reward, and is at his Hercules 
pillars in a warm benefice, to be eafily 
inclinable, if he have, nothing elfe that 
may roufe up his ftudies, to finiih his 
I circuit in an Engliih concordance and a 
topic folio^^ the gatherings and favings of 
I a fober graduatftiip, z Harmony and a 
' Catena^ treading the conftant round of 
! certain common doArinall heads, at- 
'■ tended with their ufes, motives, marks 
! and. means, out of which as out of am 
alphabet or fol fa by forming and tranf- 
forriiing, joyning and dif-joyning vari- 
I oufly a little book-craft, and two hours. 
Y 2 medi- 
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meditation might furniih him unfpeak- 
ably to the performance of more then a 
weekly charge of fermoning ; not to 
reck'n up the infinit helps of interlinea- 
ries, breviaries, fynopfesy and other loi- 
tering gear. But as for the multitude of 
Sermons ready printed and pil'd up, on 
every text that is not difficult, our Lon- 
don trading St. tkomas in his veftry, an4 
adde to boot St. MartiUy and St. Hugby 
have not within their hallow'd limits 
more vendible ware of all forts ready 
made : fo that penury he never need fear 
of Pulpit provifion, having where fo 
plenteoufly to refrefli his magazin. But 
if his rear and flanks be not impalM^ if 
his back dore be not fedur'd by the rigid 
licencer, but that a bold book may now 

and 
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aind then liTue forth, and give the aflavilt 
to fome of his old collcdicais in their 
trenches, it will concern him then to 
^eep waking, to fiand in watc^ to fet 
good guards and fentinells about his re- 
ceived opinions, to walk the round and 
counter-round with his fellow infpefliors^ 
fearing left any of his flock be feduc% 
who alfo then would be better inftru&edj, 
better exercised and difciplin'd* And 
God fend that the fear oi this diligencQ 
which muft then be us'd, doe not make 
ys fifie^ the lazioes of a licencing 
Church* 

For if we be fure w^ are in the right, 
and doe not hold the truth guiltily, 
which becomes not, if we ourfelves con- 
demn not our own weak and frivolous 
Y 3 teach^ 
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teaching, and the people for an untaught 
and irreligious gadding rout, what can 
be more fair, then when a man judi- 
cious, learned, and of a confcience^ for 
ought we know, as good as theirs that 
taught us what we know, fhall not pri- 
vily from houfe to houfe, which is more 
dangerous, but openly by writing puh- 
Klh to the world w^hat his opinion is, 
what hfS' reafons, and wherefore that 
which is now thought cannot be found. 
Chrift urgM it as wherewith to juftifie 
himfelf, that he preacht in publick; 
yet writing is more publick then preach- 
ing; and more eafie to refutation, if 
•need be, there being fo many whofe bu- 
fineffe and profeffion meerly it is, to be 
the champions of Truth ; which if they 

negledt^ 
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ncgle<fir, wtet can be imputed tut their 
Hotli, or unabilit}^ ? 

- Thus much we are hinder'd and dif- 
inurM by this cours of licencing toward 
the true knowledge of what we feem to 
know. For how much it hurts and hin- 
ders the licencers themfclves in the call- 
iBg of their Miiiiftery, more then any 
fccular employment, if they will dif- 
charge that office as they ought^ fo that 
.of neceffity they muft negleft either the 
one duty or the other, I infill not, be- 
catife- it is a particular, but leave it to 
their own confciencJc, how they- will de- 
cide it there* • 
There is yet behind of what I pur- 
pos'd to lay* open, the incredible loiTe, 
and detriment that this plot of licencing 
Y 4 puts 
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puts us to, more then if fom enemy wf 
Tea fiiould (top up all our hav'ns and- 
ports, and creeks, it hinders and re- 
tards the importation of our richeftmar- 
chandize. Truth : nay it was firft eflab-> 
liflit and put in praftice by Antichrliliaa 
malice and myftery on fet purpofc tocK-^ 
tinguifli, if it were poffible, the light of 
Reformation^ and to fettle falfhood ; 
little differing from that policie wherc-^ 
with the Turk upholds his Alcoran, by • 
the prohibition of Printing. Tis not 
denyM, but gladly confeft, we are to 
fend our thanks and vows to heaven, 
louder then moft of Nations, for that 
great meafure of truth which we enjoy, 
efpecially in thofe main points between 
I3S and the Pope, with his appertinences 

the 
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the Prelats : but he u bo thinks we arc 

to pitch our tent here, and have attained 
the utmoft profpeft of reformation, th^t 
the mortall glaffe wherein we contem- 
plate, can (hew u$, till we coine to heat^fic 
vifion, that man by this very opinion 
declares, that he is yet farre ihort of 
Truth* , 

Truth indeed came once into the world 
with her divine Matter, and was s( per- 
♦ fed: fhape mod glorious to look on : but 
when he afcendcd, and his Apoftles after 
him were laid afleep, then ftrait arofe a 
wicked race of deceivers, who as that 
ftory goes of the Egyptian Typbon with 
his confpirators, how they dealt with 
the good OJirij, took the virgin Truth, 
hcwd her lovely iorm into a thouftnd 

peeces. 
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peeces, snd (catter'd them to the four 
winds. From that tini€ ever fince, the 
fed friends of Truth, fuch as durft ap- 
pear, imitating the carcfull fearch that 
Jfis made for the mangl'd body of Ofiris, 
went up and down gathering up limb by 
limb ftill as they could 6nd them. We • 
"have not yet found them all, Lords and 
Commons, nor ever fhall doe, till her 
Mailers fecond comming ; he ihall bring 
together every joynt and member, and 
Ihall mould them into an immortall fea- 
ture of lovelines and perfection* Suffer 
not thefe licencing prohibitions to ftand 
at every place of opportunity forbidding' 
and difturbing them that continue feek- 
ing, that continue to do .our obfequies 
to the torn body of our martyr'd Saint, 

We 
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We boaft our light ; but if we look not 
wiiely on the Sun itfclf, it fmitcs us 
into darknes. Who can dlfcern thofe 
planets that are' oft CombuJ}, and thofe* 
ftars of brightcft magnitude that rife and 
fet with the Sun,' untill the oppofite 
motion of their orbs bring them to fuch 
a place in the firmament, where they 
may be feen evning or morning, Tlvc 
light whlqh we have gain'd, was giv'ri 
us, not to be ever flaring on, but by it 
to difcover onward things more remote 
from our know^ledge. It is not the un- 
frocking of a Prieftj the unmitring of a 
Bifliop, and the removing Kim from off 
the Presbyterian llioulders that w- ill' make 
us a happy Nation, no, if other things 
as great in the Church, and in the rxUle 

of 
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of life both econoqiicall and political^ 

be not lookt into and reform'd^ we have 
Ibokt fo long upon the blaze that Zuinr 
glius and Calvin hath beacon'd up to us^ 
that we are ftark blind. There be who 
perpetually complain of fchifms and 
feds, and make it fuch a calamity that 
any man diffents from their maxirpSit 
TTis their own pride and ignorance 
which caufcs the difturbing, who neitheir 
will hear with meeknes, nor can con- 
vince, yet all muft be fuppreft which is 
not found in their Syntagma. They gr^ 
the troublers, they are the dividers of 
unity, who negle^ and permit not 
others to unite thofe diflTevered peece^ 
which are yet wanting to the body (^ 
Truth. To be ftill fearching what.we 

know 
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know not, by what we know, ftill clof- 
ing up truth to truth as we find it (for 
all her body is homogenealj and propor- 
tionall) this is the golden rule in The- 
ohgy as well as in Arithmetick, and 
makes up the beft harmony in a Church ; 
not the forc't and outward union of cold, 
and neutrall, and inwardly divided 
minds. 

Lords and Commons of England, con- 
fider wl)at Nation it is whereof ye are, 
and whereof ye are the governours : a 
Nation not flow and dull, but of a quick^ 
ingenious, iand piercing fpirit, acute to 
invent, futtle and finewy to difcours> not 
beneath the reach of any point the high- 
eft that human capacity can foar to. 
Therefore the Iludies of learning in her 

deepeft 
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deepcft Sciences have bin fo .ancicnt,- 
and fo eminent among us, that Writers. 
of good antiquity, and ableft judgement 
have bin perfwaded that ev'n the fchool 
of Pythagorasy and the Perjian wifdom 
took beginning from the old Philofophy 
of this Hand. And that wife and civ ill 
Roman, Jttlius Agricohy who governed 
once here for Cafary preferred the natu- 
ral 1 wits of Britain, before the laboured 
Itudies of the French. Nor is it for no- 
thing that the grave and frugal Tranftl-^ 
'vanian. fends out yearly from as farre as 
the mountatious bonders of RuJJiay and. 
beyond the Hercynian wildernes, not their 
youth, but their ftay'd men,, to learn our 
^language, and our theologic arts. Yet 
that which is. above all t(ais, the favour 
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and the love of heav'n we have great ar- 
gument to thick in a peculiar manner 
propitious and propending towards us,, 
Why elfe was this nation chos'n before* 
any other, that out of her as out of Sion 
fliould be proclaimed and founded forth 
the firft tidings and trumpet of Refor* 
mation to all Enrop. And had it not bin 
the obftinat perverfnes of our Prelats 
againfl: the divine and admirable fpirit 
of Wickkfy to fuppreffe him as a fchif- 
matic and innovator^ perhaps neither the 
Bohemian Hujfe and Jerom^ no noc the 
name oi Luther y or of Calvin, had bin 
ever known : the glory of reforming all 
our neighbours had bin completely 
ours. But now, as our obdurat Clergy 
have with violence demean'd the matter, 

. we 
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we are l>ecomc hitherto the lateft and 
backwardeft Schollers, of whom Goi> 
ofFcr'd to have made us the teachers. 
Now once agiih by all concurrence of 
figns, and by the general! inftinft of 
holy and devout men, as they daily and 
folemnly expreffe their thoughts, Gud 
is decreeing to begin fomc new and great 
period in his Church, cv'n to the re- 
forming of Reformation itfelf: what 
does he then but reveal Himfelf to hh 
fervants, and as his manner is, firft to 
his Englilh-men ; I fay as his manner is, 
firft to us, though wef mark not the me- 
thod of his counfcls, and* are unwor- 
thy. Behold now this vaft City ; a City 
of refuge, the manfion-houfe of liberty, 
encompaft and furrounded with his pro- 

teftion; 
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iteftioh; the fliop of warre hath ncrt: 

there^jinare anvils and hammers wak- 

ing^ to fafhion out the plates and in- 

fli;4imeats of armed Juftice in defence 

of beleaguered Truth, then tjhere be 

pens apd heads there^ fitting by^ their 

Hudious lamps, mufing, fearchingy re-» 

VQlvipg>new notions and idea's wbece- . 

with to prefent, as widi.-th^ir hoQiage . 

and their fealty the approaching Refpr- 

niation-: others as faft r-eading, try-iing all ' 

things^ laflenting to the force of rcafon 

and convincement. \Vhat couki a man 

require more from ^ Nation fo pliant ' 

and fo prone to feek after knowledge ? 

Vrhfit wants there to fuch a towardly ■ 

and: pregnant fotle, but wife and faith- ■ 

full labourer^ to make a knowing peo-.^ 

Z p1e, 
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pk, a nation of Propheits^ of Sages^ and 
of Worthies ? We reckon more then 
five monihs yet to harveft; there 'need 
not be five weeks, . had we but eye§ to 
lift up, the fields are white already. 
Where there i* nauch defire to kam, 
there of neceffity will be much arguing, 
much writing, many opinions; for 6pi- 
nion in good men is but knowledge in 
the making. Under thefe fantalHc ter- 
rors of t&St ^nd fchifm, we wrong the 
earneft and zealous thirA after know- 
ledge and underftanding which God 
hath ftirr'd up in this city. What fome 
lament of, we rather Ihou Id rejoice at, 
ihould rather praife this pious forward- 
nes among men, to reaflui3^ the ill de- 
puted care of their Religion mto their 

own 
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own hands again^ A Httk generous 

prudence, a Httle forbearance of one 

another, and fom grain of charity might 

t^ih all thefe diligences to joyti, and 

tinite into one generall and brotherly 

fearch after Truth; could we but for- 

goe this Prelaticall tradition of crowding 

free confdences and Chriftian liberties 

ihrxy canons and prfccept^ of men, I 

ilolibt not, if fomb great and worthy 

Granger Ihould comfe among us^, "wife 

to difcern the mould and tempier of a 

people, and how to govern it, obferv- 

ing the high hopes and'ainis, the dili- 

gent alacrity oiP our extended thoughts 

and reafonings in the purfuance of truth 

snd freedom', but *that he w^ould cry 

out zs Pirrhus did, admiring the Ro- 

Z 2 man 
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•man docility and .courage, if fuch were 
my. Efirots, I would not .xiefpair the 
greateftdefign that could be jELttempted 
to make a Church or Kingdom hap- 
py. Yet thefe are the men xry'd out 
againft for fcbifmaticks and .fedtaries ; as 
if, while the Temple of the Lord was 
building, fome cutting, fome fquaring 
the marble, others hewing the cedars., 
.there fhould be, a fort of iirationall men 
who could not confider there muft be 
many fchifms and many diffeitions made 
•in the quarry ^nd in the timber, ere the 
Jioufe.of God can be built. And .when 
every ftoiie is laid artfully together, it 
xannot be united into a .continuity, it 
•can 'but .Jbe .cont^uous in this worlds 
neither .can every peece of the building 

the 
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be of ohe fprm;t nay rather the perfec- 
tion,. <»onfifl:s.ia tk'iSy that, .out of .many; 
moderat varieties. and brotherly diflSmi- 
litudes that are ngt yaftly difpropprtion- 
^11 arifes the gojodily .and the gracefull 
fyniiTietry that commends thq whole pile 
and ftrudture- Let us therefore he more 
confl^crat builders, more Wif(? in fpirl-? 
tual architefture^ when great reforma-? 
tiop is expefied. ^ For now the * time 
fecms come, wherein Mo/es the great 
Prophet ihay fit in heav'n rejoycing to 
fee; that memorable and glorious wilh 
<)f his fulfill 'd, when, not only, our fev'n» 
ty Elders; but;, alt the Lords people are 
become Prophets* No marvell then 
though fome mf n, and fome. good men 
t09 perhaps, but young in goodneffe, as 
Z 3 Jn/hua 
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Jojhua then wai, ciivy th^rn* Thi*y fre^; 
and out of their own weaknes dre iti 
agony^ left diefe difviiotl^i and AibdU 
vificMis will undoe m. The advetfarie 
agsud: applauds, add waitft tht hour> 
when they have braacbt theoaifelves 0^t> 
faith he, fniall atldugh into patties and 
pamtiohs, then will he our tinse^ Fodl t 
he fees not the firm root, oatofwki^h 
we all grow, thoogh into bf assess : ho<^ 
will beware tintill he fee our fmaA di^ 
vided maniples cutting through at tfVfery 
angle of his ill united and unweiidy bri^ 
gade« And that we are to hope better 
of all thefe fuppofed feds and febifms, 
and that we fiiall not need that fdicftude 
honeft perhaps though oiret timorouA 
of them that vw: in this behalf, b^t 

fliall 
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ihall hxigh in the end, at tbofe mali^ 
clous appkiiders of our differences, I 
have thefe rtafons to pecfwide me. 

Firft> when a City flioll be as it wet« 
befkg'd Uid bloekt about^ her navigable 
river itifefted^ inroads and mcarfions 
rouad^ defiance and battcil oft rumor'd 
to be marching up ev*n fexfecr walls, and 
fubufrb tren(^es> that then the people^ 
or the gtteter part, liioire then at other 
times^ wholly tak^n up with thcftudy 
of higheft and riloft important matters 
tb be reformed, ihould be drfputing^ 
i^ibniag^ readings ;ifiYeo):ing, difcourf- 
mg^ ev'n to It rarity^ and admiration^ 
things ndt before difcoucft or written of^ 
argues firft a. iinguiar good wBI, con-* 
telltectoiefie.aitd.fOBfidcnce in your pru-^ 
Z 4 dent 
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d^ent fbrcfight, and fafe government^ 
Lords, and Commons ; and from thence 
derives it feif to- a gall^t bravery and 
wcU grounded contempt of their ene- 
mksy as if there were no fmal! number 
of as great fpirits among us, as his was, 
whawhen llome was nigh befieg'd by 
Iifoiif^^/,^ being in the City, bought that 
peece of ground at no cheap rate, wher^*. 
on Hambal himfelf encampt his own re^ 
giment. Next itis^a lively and cherfuU 
prefage of our happy fuccefle and yi<9:o- 
ry,. For as iiv a ibody, when the blood i« 
frefli, the fpirits pare and vigorous, not 
only to vital, but to ratlonall faculties^ 
and thofe in the acuteft, and the perteft 
operations of wit andfuttkty, it aigues 
in what good plight and conlMtuttaii 
.. .. the 



tliebedy is, fo'when the dierfulncffe of 
tl^ people' i& fo Uprightly up, as that it 
has, n6t only wherewith to-^uard well 
its own ftfeedito and fafety, but to fpare^ 
and to beftdw upon the folideft and fu^- 
blkneft points of controverfie, and new 
invfentidH^* it betok'ns us not degenerated', 
not drooping t»* a fatall decay, but cafl?- 
ing off the old and wrincl*d skin of cor- 
ruption to outlive thefe pangs and wax 
young again, entring the glorious waies 
o£ Truth-^and profperous* vertue deftin'd 
t0 become great and honourable in thefe 
latter ages.' Merfiinks I fce in my mind 
a noble and.puiffant Natipn-roufing her* 
felf like a ftrorig man after fleep, and 
taking her invincibte locks : Methinks 
I fee her a^ aa Eagle muing her mighty 
• . . youth^. 
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youtfaj and kindling her undl^'d eyes 
at the full midday beam | puf|;tng ax^ 
unfcaling her long abufed %ht at the 
fountain it felf of heay'alif iiadiance; 
while the wfa(^le if oife cSf tiffi9it>us isind 
flo€kii% birds^ with thofe alio^that ]0ve 
tbe tm]i%ht^ flutter ^ut, ama^'d at 
what (he m^^tiSy and in thiir eovious 
gabble would pcDgnofUcat a ye^r of fe£te 
and fchifmsJ 

What ibould yc doe then^? ftouM ye 
tvtpprefk all this flowry crbp of kifiow^ 
ledge and btvt light iprung. up and yet 
fpf irking daily in this City ?. ihould ye 
fet an Ohgarciff oi twenty eng;r<^ers oyer 
itj to bring a famtn upqih .9\a miRds 
again^ When We ihall know no^hiiig bU( 
ifrhat is me^fu^'d to us by their btrfhel ? 
I Beleeve 
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Bekevc it, Lords and Commons, they 

who cctiafelj yfe to fuch a fuppreffing, 

doe sift g60A ns bid yt (uppreflc your- 

felves ; and I will foon Ihetv how* If it 

be defir'd tokhow th^ immediat caufe of 

ill this fre^ writing and free fpeakitig, 

thef« i^attnot Be «ffign'd a truer than yoti 

o*m rttfldVAfid ffee, and hurtian govern-^ 

ttient ; it is the liberty. Lords and Com-* 

indns, which your own valomus and 

hti{)py tfdiinrels haVc piirchift us, liberty 

wtii^h is the ftutft of all great wits ; thit 

Is that which Jhf^th tarify'd and e»light-^ 

Hitd ^tt fpirits like the inflilen<ie of 

lieaVn ; this is th^t which hath etifran-*^ 

chii*d^ enlarged and Itfted Up our appre^ 

kertfidns degree* above thcrafelves. Y*- 

canhot inak^ \is now kffe capable, lelfe 

know- 
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kncfwing^ lefle eagerly purfuing of the? 
truth, unlefle ye firft make. your felvcs,^ 
that made us fo, lefle the lovers, lefli the 
founders of our true liberty,. We can 
grow Ignorant again, brutilh, formall, 
and flavifh,_ as ye found us ; but you 
then muft firft become that which yd 
cannot be, oppreffive, arbitrary,, and ly* 
rannous,. as they were from whom ye 
have free'd us%< That our hearts are 
now more capacious, our thought^ more 
erefted to the fearch and expectation of 
greateft and exadeft things, is the iflue 
of your owne vir4:u propagated in us; y^ 
cannot fupprefle. that unlefle ye reinforce 
^n abrogated and mercilefle law, that 
fathers may difpatch at will their own 
children. And who Ihall.thcn ftick cIoC- 

pit 
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•e£l to yc, and excite others.^ not he whe 
takes up armes for cote and condu(3:, 
and his four nobles of Danegelt. Al- 
though I difpraife not the defence of 
jull immunities, yet love my peace bet- 
ter, if that were alU Give me the li- 
berty to know, to utter, and to argue 
freely according to confbience, above all 
liberties. 

What would be bell advisM then, if it 
be found fo hurtfuU and fo unequall to 
fupprefle opinions for the newnes, or the 
imfutablenes to a cuflomary acceptance^, 
will not be my task to fay ; I only Ihall 
repeat what I have learnt from .one of 
your own honourable .number, a right 
jioble and pious Lord, who had he not 
iacrific'd his Jife and fortunes to the 

Church 
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Church and Commonwealtfa, wchad not I 
now mift and bcwayi*d a wordiy and un* ' 
•doubted patron of this atgumenc* Ye 
luiow him I am fure^ yet I (or honours 
&ke, and may it be etemail to him, I 
Ihall name him, tiie Lord BrooK He 
nvriting ©f Epifcopacy, and by the way 
treating of feds and fchifins, left Ye his 
vote, or rather now, the laft words of his 
^ying charge, which I know will: ever 
9be of dear and honoured regaiid with Ye, 
{o full of me^knes and breathing charity, 
that next to his laft teftament, who be- 
tjueathM. love and peace to his Difei* 
pies, I cannot call to mind wbere I have 
Tead or heard words more mild and 
jpeacefulL He there exhorts us to hear j 
with patience aad humility thofe, how- 
ever 
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ever theybe mifcaird, thatdelire to live 
purely, in fuch a ufe of God's ordi- 
nances, as the beft guidance of their 
confcience gives them, and to tolerat 
them, though in fome dlfconformity to 
ourfelves. The book it felf will tell us ' 
more at large, being publifht to the 
world, and dedicated to the Pariament 
by him who both for his Hfe and for hrs 
death dcferves, that what advice^ left 
be not laid by without perufall. 

And now the time in' fpeciall is, by 
priviledge to write and fpeak what may 
help to the furder difcuffing of matters 
in agitation. The temple of Janus with 
his two controverfal faces might now not 
unfignificantly be fet open. And though 
all thewindes of doftrin wei^ let loofe 

to 
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to play upon- the earth, fo Truth he 4& 
the field, we xio injurioufty by Jicencbg 
and prohibiting to mifdoubt her Arength. 
Let her and Falfliood grapple ; who ever 
knew Truth put to the wors, in a fr-ee • 
aod open encounter ? Her confuting is 
the befl: and furcfl fuppiefiing. He who 
hears what praying there is for lightand 
xlearer knowledge to be fent 'down a*, 
mong tts, would think of other matters 
to be conftitued beyond the difripline ; 
of Geneva y fram'd and fabric't already 
to our hands. Yet when the new light 
which we beg for fhines, in upon us, • 
there be who envy^ and C[ppofe it, if it 
^come not ifipft in at their cafements* 
^What a coUufion is this, whenas we are . 
exhorted by the wife man to ufe dili- 
gence. 
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gencei to feek for mi/dopn as for hidd*n 

tteafures early and lale, that another or- 
der Ihall eigoyn us to know nothing but 
by ftatute* When a man hath bin la- 
bouring the hardeft labour in the deep 
mines of knowledge, hath furnifht out 
his findings in all their equipage, drawn 
forth his reafons as it were a battell 
raung'd, fcatter'd and defeated all ob- 
jediidns in his way, calls out his adver- 
fary into the plain, oifFers him the advan- 
tage of wind and fun, if he pleafe; only 
that h6 may try the matter by dint of 
argument, for his opponents then to 
iculk, to lay ambufliments, to fceep a 
narrow bridge of licencing where the 
challenger fhould paffe, though it be 
valour anough in fouldierlhip, is^ but 
A a weaknes 
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vf^jLiN^ and cowsucdife in the wart ^^ 
Tri^t^ For wlijo 1«k)Ws not tWt Trt^th 
i^ ftrong next to th^ Almighty ? Ibe 
ne^ds no policies, nor ftratagems, nor 
licenv:ings, to make her vi^orious, thojfe 
arc thelhifts ai^d defences that error ufe§ 
againft her power : give her but room, 
Si do not bind her when ihe flqeps, fqar 
th^n <he fpeaks pot true, as the old JPnt^ 
i€us did, who fpa|^e oracks o^ly wil^ 
he was caqght & bovind, but th^t^ ro- 
iber.ihe turns herfelf mto all ihapes, ex^ 
f:^pt her own, and perhaps tunes her 
.v^i<;^ according to the time, 2i^Hlicaiab 
did before Ahab^ untill ihe b^jadjw'd 
imlo her own likenes* Yet is it n^. ^ 
poffible that ihe may have more ihape« 
than one«^ What elfe is all that rwk of 

things 
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tiiixigft indifferent, wiierein Truth fM^ 
be on this fide, or on the other, wkhout 
baing unlike her felf? Whatbutavaia 
fhadow elfe is the abolition of thoje ordi* 
nances^ that hand-writing nayTd to th^ 
crcffcf what great purchaie is this Chrif- 
tian liberty which Fmd fo often boafts of? 
His^ dodrine is, that he who eats or eats 
not, regards a day, or regards -it not, 
may doe either to the Lord, How many 
other things might be tolerared in peace, 
;aQd \dK to conicience, had we but cha« 
^itVj and were it not the chief llrong 
hold of our h5^pocriiie to be ever judg- 
ing ©ae another. I fear yet this iron 
]^ke of otttw^d conformity hath left a. 
fiavifii print upon our necks ; the ghofl 
0f aUwwB decency yet haunts us. We 
... A a 2 ftumble 
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ftumble and are impatient at thd ' kaffl 
dividing of one vifible congregation from 
another, though it be not in fundamen- 
falls; and through our forwardnes to 
fupprefle, and our backwardnes to re- 
cover any enthralled peece of truth out 
of the gripe of cuflom, we care riot to 
keep truth feparated from truth, Which 
is the fierceft rent and difunion of ^H. 
We 'doe not fee that while we flill aff&ft 
by all means a rigid externall formality, 
we may as fooa fall into a grofle confor- 
fning ftupidity, a ftark and dead con- 
gealment of wood and hay and Jiuhble 
forc*t and frozen together, which is 
more to the fudden degenerating' of *a 
Church than mzTijfubdicbotomes of petty • 
fchifms. Not that I can thinSf'wfcH of 

every 
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vevery light reparation, or that all. in, i 
Chpr;ch is to be expicfted gold und fiiver 
find pretkus Jiones : it is not. poffible for 
a man to fever the wheat from the tai^s^ 
the good filh from the other frie ; that 
muft be the Angels Miaiftery at. the end 
of mortall things.. Yet if all. cannot ,h« 
of one mind, as whpjQoks.they Ihould 
be? this doubtles is cnoue owjiolfoftie^ 
more prudent, atld more Chfillian, that 
m^ny be tolerated, rather then all com* 
j>eird. I mean not tolerated Popery^ 
^nd qpen fuperftition, which. as it extuv 
pates all religions and civill fupremacies, 
fo it felf Ihould be extirpate provided 
firft that all charitable' and gompaflionat 
means, be us'd to win aud regain the 
weak and the mifled : that ^Ifo which i» 
A a 3 im- 
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impious or evil abfolutely either ag^inll 
faith or maners no law can pofiibly per- 
mit, that intends not to unlaw itfelf: 
J^ilt tbofe neighbouring difierences, or 
lather indiiTerenceS) are what I fpeak of, 
iRrhethcr in fome point of doftrine or of 
i^ifcipUne, which though they may be 
many, yet need not interrupt the unify 
^Spirit, if wc could but find among 
us the tend of peace. In the mean white 
if any one would write, and bring hi* 
helpful! hand to the flovv-movihg Refor- 
mation which we labour under, if Truth 
have fpok'n to him before others, or 
but feem*d at leaft to fpeak, who hath 
fo bejefuited lis that we (hould trouW 
that man witb^ a&ing licence to doe fo 
worthy a deed ? and not oonfider this, 

that 
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th^t if it come to prohibiting^ there is 
DQJt QV^ht more likely to be {)rohibited 
;thea tt.uth.it felf ; whofefirft appearancfe 
to. our eyes blear'd attd dimm'd with . 
-prejudice and cuftdm^ il more Ulifighrly 
and Unplaufible theft many etrdtsi ev^h 
as the perfon is of many a great maTi 
.flight and contemptible tb fee to. knii 
U'hafc doe they tell us. vainly of ft^w opi- 
nions, when this yery opinion of th^ir^, 
that none muft be heftrd^ but Whom they 
like, is the worlJ and ntWjft 0pinl6A of 
all others; md is the chief caufe why 
fcdfi and fchifms doe- fo much abound, 
and triie kno^'lcdge is kept at diftance 
from us ; bciides yet a gte^t^r danger 
.which is in it. For when God fliakes k 
Kingdome with ftrong afid healthfull 
A a 4 com- 
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commotions to a gcnerall reformiag, iis 
not untrue that many fedkaries and falfe 
teachers arc then bufieft in feducfaag; 
but yet more tfue it is, that God then 
raifes to his own work men of rare abi- 
lities, and more then common induilry 
not wily to look back and revife what 
bath bin taught heretofore, but to gain 
f urder and goe on, fome new enlightn'd 
ileps in the difcovery of truth. For 
fuch is the order of Gop's enlightning 
his Church, to difpenfe and deal out by 
degrees his beam, fo as our earthly eyes 
ipay befl: fuftain it. Neither is God ap- 
pointed and confined, where and out of 
what place thefe his chofen ihall be firft 
,heard to fpeak ; for he fees not as man 
fees, choofes not as man choofes, left 

wc 
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we fliould devote bur felves again to let 

.places, tind aflemblies, and outward 

callmgs of men ; planting our faith one 

while in the old Convocation-houfe, 

iand another while in the Chappell at 

Weftminfter; when all the faith and 

-religion that ihall be there canoniz'd^ is 

not fufEcient without plain convince- 

ment, and the charity of patient inftruc- 

•tion to fupple the leaft bruife of con- 

fcience, to edifie the meaneft Chriftian, 

-who defires to walk in the Spirit, and 

not in the letter of human truft, for all 

the number of voices that can be there 

made ; no though Harry the 7. himfelf 

there, with all his leige tombs about 

him, Ihould lend them voices from the 

dead^ to fweil their number. And if 

the 
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the men be erroneous who appear to be 
the leading fchifinaticks, what withplds 
us but our ilech^ our felf*will| and di£- 
truft in the right caufe, that we doe 
not give them gentle meetings and gen^ 
tie difmiffions, that we debate not and 
examin the matter throughly with libo- 
-rail and frequent audience j if not for 
their fakes, yet for our own ? feeing no 
man who hath tafted learnings but will 
confeffe the many waies of profiting by 
thofe who not contented with ftale te* 
ceits are able to man^e, and fet forth 
new pofitions to the world. And wcj:e 
they but as the dull and cinders of our 
feet, fo long as in that notion they may 
yet ferve to polilh and brighten the ar,- 
moury of Truth, tv*a for that refpeQ: 
4 they 
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they were w6t utterly to be caft away* 

But if they^be of thofe whom <5od hath 

fitted for the fpeciall ufe of thefe thnes 

with eminent and ample gifts, 'and thofe 

perhaps neither among the priefts, tior 

among the Pharifees, and we in the haft 

•of a precipitant zeal Ihal! ttiakie tib dif- * 

tinAion, but refolve to flop their mbuth^, 

becaufe we feat they contc 1;rfth fitir 

^nd dangerous of>inioiK, tus We coito*. 

monly forejudge them ere we undcrw 

(land them, h6 tefle th^ me to us, 

while thinking thus to defend the Gof- 

pel, we are found the perfetutors. 

There have bin not a few "fince the be- 
ginning of this Parlament, both of the 
Presbytery iand others who by their un- 
licen't books to the contempt of an 

7/71- 
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Imprimatur <irJ3t brok« liiat triple, ice 
clung about our hearts, axid tapght the 
people tp fee day : I hope . tl^tt none, of ' 
thofe were the perfwaders to reoew upcm , 
us this Jbondage which they themfclves 
iave wrought fo much good by con- 
tenxning* But if neither the check that 
Mofes gave to young Jojbua^ nor the 
cqunteimand wJiich, our ^aviour gave 
to youpg J^ohn^ who ,was, fo ready to 
j)rohibit thpfe whom he thought un- 
licenc't^ b^ not anough to admonifh our 
Riders how unacceptable to God th^ 
tefty mood of prohibiting is, if neither 
their own remembrance what evill hath 
abounded in the Church by this lett. of 
licencing, apd what good they them* 
fclves have begun by ti;anfgreffing it, bQ 

not 
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not anough, but that they will perfwade, 
and execute the mo^ "Dominican parr 
of the Inquifition over us, and are al- 
ready with one foot in the flirrup fo 
aftive at fnppreffing, it would be no 
uncquall diftribution in the firft place to 
fupprefle the fuppreflbrs themfelves;, 
whom the change of their condition 
hath puft up, more then their late eic- 
perience of harder times hath made 
wife. 

And as for regulating the Prefle, let 
ti9 man think to have the honour of 
advifing ye better then your felves have 
done in that* Order publiflit next before 
this, that no book be Printed, unlefle 
the Printers and the Authors name, or 
at leaft the Printers be regifterVi. Thofe 

which 
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which otherwife come ionh, if they ^e 
IquihI nufchtevons and libellous^ the 
fire md the executioner wili be tlMf 
(iinelieft and themoft eSe<5tua!!Kmedyj( 
^t mans prevention can ufe. For thU 
^bentk Spdc^ policy of Heencing 
beoks^ if I have faid ought^ will prove 
the tCitiS^ ufJieettc't book it fe!f wiihia 
a fliort while ; and was the iomiedkl 
tns^ge of a Star-chamber decree to that 
purpofe made in thofe very times whea 
that court did the reft of th(af|e her pious 
work% for wh^ch Ihe is now fall'n frd&3% 
ihe St^CTe? with l^cifer^ \yhereby y« 
may gvieffe wh^tr kind^ ^f State* pruK 
dencc^ what Iqvq of (M people, wha^ 
care of Jle%ion, or good manners €hei«j 
\^as ^t ,thi^ Contriving, aWipugh widib 

fingular 
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fi^gulsyr hypQcrifie it pretead^ ^ hrn^r 
books tp their gopd beb^vviyui. Ad4 
hfjKff U gpt the upper >and of your px^ 
c$4cojt; Order fo well cpnftitutf4 befprf^' 
if we itiay bele^ye thpfe m^ wk«(9^ 
profell^n gives them caufe to e|iq^r^ 
nwftj^ it may be doybt€i4 tberfw^s in, 
k the fraud of ibmc old J^tenf^^s 9p4 
^$nc^zers in the tra4« of boolf-feiUwgyt. 
who under pretence <^ the poor in thei^ 
Copiipany not to l?e defrauded, and the> 
juf}; rf tainiag of e^i^h in%p his fevf rail 
^pyi wh^cjb^ 6o^D fofbid ftould b«i 
gain^5 brought divers glofing colour a 
tf> the H0U&9 which were in^e^ bul^ 
^OlQurs5 sia4 Irving to np* end except 
it ^e to e^^ercif^ a fuperiority ovei: theis 

neigh- 



C 368 3 

neighbours, men who doe not therefore 
labour in an honeft profeffion to which 
learning is inidetted, that they ihonld 
be made other mens vaffalls. Another 
end is thought was aym'd at by fome of - 
them in procuring by petition this Or- 
der, that having power in their hands, 
malignant books might the eafier fcape 
abroad, as the event fliews. But of 
ihefe Sopbifms and Elench of marchan- 
dize I skill not: This I know, that 
errors in a good government and in a 
bad are equally almoft incident; for 
what Magiftrate may not be mif-in- 
fbrm'd, and much the fooner, if liberty 
of printing be reduc't into the power 
. of a few ; but to redreffe willingly and 
2 fpeedily 
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fpcedily what hath bin err*d, and in 
higheft autority to efteem a plain ad- 
vertifement more than others have done 
a fumptuous bribe, is a virtue (ho- 
noured Lords and Commons) anfwcr- 
able to Your higheft anions, and wher- 
of none can participat but greateft and 
wifeft men; 



THE END. 
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